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The Epiphany of the Lord (C) | January 02, 2022 | 100/2022 - 21-20
? My Dear Parishioners, %

Happy New Year and Blessed Epiphany!

The mystery of the Lord’s Nativity continues to unfold for us with the celebration of
today’s great Solemnity of the Epiphany. “"The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is
his, and government and power.” With these words, the Church proclaims that
today's feast brings to a perfect fulfilment all the purposes of Advent. Epiphany,
therefore, marks the liturgical zenith of the Advent-Christmas season.

This Feast combines the celebration of all three epiphanies ("showing forth”) of
Christ: His epiphany to the Magi at His birth; His epiphany to St. John at His
baptism in the Jordan and; His epiphany to the disciples, and the opening of His
public ministry by the miracle of Cana. However, the primary significance of this
feast is the closing of the Christmas season with the celebration of the visit of the
Magi to the manger (Matthew 2:1-12). The Messiah is thus shown to have come to
all people, not just the Jews.

The Magi - or the Wise Men, as our Gospel text translates the word today - are
drawn to the child Jesus by a strange light that turns on and off, inexplicably, in the
sky above them. They do not have control of it. Rather, it has control of them. It
mystifies them, beginning somewhere in the East, in their country (or countries) of
origin. These three represent the three major races: Melchior, an old white man
with a long white beard, bearing the gift of gold for Christ’s royalty; Caspar, young
and of darker hue, carrying incenses for Christ’s divinity; and Balthasar, a black
man, offering myrrh for Christ’s suffering and death. The names of the wise men
are not given in the Bible, but were supplied by later to enrich the meaning and
celebration of the Epiphany.

The gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ’s role in salvation. We
believe the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as
representative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because
priests burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the
dead for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ death.

The Gospel tells us that after meeting Jesus, the Magi returned home by “another
way.” What in your family needs to be done “another way?” Do you need “another
way” to resolve differences, to communicate or show affection? This is a new year,
time to change what is not working. Take a tip from some wise men, there is
always “another way.”

Let the Magi be our models as we follow the Star . . . the bright Light of Christ!

Actions speak louder than words: let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua
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jiouncements
in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ from Rev. Melito Dias, Rev. Fr.
Khalid, Rev. Fr. Robinson Samuel, Bro, Sunil Sarfaraz, the visiting
sw Year. Let us thank God for all the blessings we received the past year and we
the New Year that He has in store for us. The Parish Priest, Fr. Arthur Charles
t in this New Year all your projects may be fulfilled, next to God the Father, the
that each day is a gift and we must give Him thanks. May the Lord bless you!
Grace. Archbishop Benny Mario Travas has assigned Deacon ELIAZAR
1l Deacon for the next few months. He will be preparing himself for the
on for joy, and we graciously welcome him to our Parish Family.
e who has passed away or simply in need of some extra prayers, Mass
' Masses and on Sundays. You are welcome to stop by the Parish Office
nal office hours.
olunteer in several areas of parish life. If you are interested in serving, please

) Leaders and members and all the faithful, the submission date of the Answers
th January, 2022.

the Synod-2023. It is recommended that you offer the Prayer at home. It will

ss. Let us all open our hearts to the promptings of the Holy Spirit and ask our

d will illumine our path of Communion, Participation and Mission.

oly Hour, Benediction and Novena Prayers in honour of the Sacred

dy of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris Church. It will start at 5:45pm
on followed by the Holy Mass.
‘be taken on January 8th & 9th, 2022,
. We always need non-perishables food items for needy. You can donate
Just place them in the Boxes at the Main Entrance of the Church or give

le. It will be given as a gift first to those who have been regular in paying
it for Rs. 200 to give it as a Christmas and New Year gift to your

hony’s Child Care Centre for Nursery, KG-1 and GK-2 will open in
m the Office of the Centre on 12th, 13th and 14th January 202

for Cla‘_‘;‘-"s — | for the Academic Year 2022 — 2023. Rc'g'_istraﬁon"\
nd 2022 from 9:30am to 11:30am. For details kindly see the

in KG-1 Morning Shift for the Academic Year 2022-
om Wednesday 5th to Saturday, 8th January 2022 from
for Christmas Holidays.

|

Rs. 32,650
Rs. 60,650

> Lord

The giory of the Lord sha!i be revealed, and all people shall see
o b!ess rhe Lord my sou!f
God saved us through the warer of rebrrth and renewal by the F |

John sa:’d: ‘.—Ie who is to come is mightier than I; ;‘-Te' will baptize you with

When Jesus had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
descended upon him.
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