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My Dear Parishioners,

To situate today's reading within the context of St. John's Gospel, we note that St.
John's report of this event follows Jesus Christ's call of his first disciples. St. John
tells us that Jesus Christ and his disciples were invited to a wedding at Cana, as
was Jesus Christ’s mother, Mary.

St. John's Gospel describes seven signs that indicate Jesus Christ’s identity to his
disciples. St. John never speaks of these signs as miracles because their importance
is not in the deed that Jesus Christ performs but in what these deeds indicate about
Jesus Christ's identity. Here, as when St. John describes the other signs, the
disciples are said to begin to believe, but no mention is made as to whether the
other wedding guests are even aware of what has happened.

In the Church’s liturgical history, the wedding feast of Cana is closely associated
with the baptism of the Lord and the adoration of the infant Jesus by the Wise Men.
In this context, the sign Jesus Christ performs at the wedding feast is celebrated as
an epiphany or a manifestation of Jesus Christ’'s divinity.

Marriage and wedding feasts are metaphors used in Scripture to describe God’s
salvation and the Kingdom of God. Here at the beginning of Jesus Christ’s public
ministry, St. John's Gospel seeks to establish that Jesus Christ is going to re-
interpret and fulfil Yahweh’s promise to Israel. Jesus Christ establishes the New
Covenant. A hint about what this New Covenant will be like is made evident in the
deed that Jesus Christ performs. Asked to do something to address the awkward
situation that the absence of wine at a wedding feast would create, Jesus Christ’s
miracle produces vast quantities of wine - six jars holding 136 Liters each are filled
to overflowing with choice wine.

This lavish response to a simple human need is a vision for us of the abundance of
God’s kingdom. It challenges us to respond generously when confronted with
human need today. We respond as best we can, fully confident that God can
transform our efforts, bringing the Kingdom of God to fulfilment among us.

In the scheme of Christ’s mission and purpose, the wedding feast of Cana is not
something that was simply “pretty” or “nice.” It was the location for his first
miracle and it, along with the Last Supper (otherwise called "The Wedding Feast of
the Lamb”) it brackets all that Jesus Christ gives us in his life among us as reported
to us in St. John’s Gospel. Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, and the Last Supper, and the
Wedding Feast of the Lamb, are at the core of God’'s marrying us in Jesus Christ. All
that they give us, along with the miracle at Cana, are at the core of our religious
beliefs and our understandings of what it means to belong to the human family.

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest




2/3
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

Entrance Antiphon
All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

1% Reading Isaiah 62:1-5

As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over
you.

Psalm 96:1-4, 7-10

Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations.

2" Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

One and the same Spirit allots these gifts to each one individually just as
the Spirit chooses.

Acclamation

God has called us with the gospel, to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Gospel John 2:1-12

Jesus did the first of his signs in Cana of Galilee.

Communion Antiphon

You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice that
quenches my thirst.

Lectionary Spirituality

From the evangelists Mark’s and John's respective Gospels, we know that
in the first days after his baptism in the Jordan, Jesus the Nazarene was
still living among his relatives and townspeople, preaching to the people,
calling and training his disciples (Mark 3:31, John 2:1-2).

Today, Mary, his mother, and Jesus are at a wedding at Cana in Galilee,
and Jesus has brought along his disciples to join in the celebration,
singing, dancing and drinking wine. And soon, the wine runs out! Mary,
who already understands and believes in him, asks Jesus for a miracle or
something to save the bridegroom from embarrassment. This catches
Jesus off guard, for, from his reply, he has no thought of beginning The
Good News in this way or at this moment. Yet the spirit in him recognises
the Spirit speaking to him through his mother, and he changes the water
into wine. He performs his first miraculous sign at the wedding in Cana.
In this way, Jesus manifests his glory to the disciples who begin to
discover him, know him, believe in him (v.11), and ultimately bond with
him and in him in the New Covenant. As for Mary, she will not speak again
in the Gospel after leaving us disciples of her Son. But her last words are
here: Do whatever he tells you (v. 5).
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Announcements

1. On behalf of the Parish Priest, Fr. Arthur Charles, it is our joy and privilege to warmly
welcome Sister Anne Carbon from the Philippines and Sister Yoon Mi Kim from
Korea. They are from The Missionary Sisters of St. Columban. We would
especially like to thank Archbishop Benny Travas for allowing them to stay in our
Parish. The Sisters will stay at the Blessed Homes. Their home is being prepared for
them and their ministry. The sisters are truly a gift to us. These courageous and
generous women have given their lives to the Church, left home and family, come to
our country and have now arrived at our Parish. They arrive with hearts full of love
and hands eager to serve. At present they have little or nothing in the way of material
resources. They are trusting in God’s Providence. Dear Sisters, we are delighted that
you have accepted our Parish as your new spiritual home. We are confident you will
find our Parish a welcoming place! We all pray that you may find warmth and
happiness in our Parish and we look forward to getting to know you in the weeks and
months ahead!

2. [Addition for 9:00am MASS]We request the Sisters to come in front of the
Altar. Let us give the Sisters a warm Antonian Welcome! [Flowers Bouquets
and Garlands are presented]. Sisters and Brothers, please make sure you
keep them in your prayers that they may have a successful Apostolate in our
Parish and help many people come closer to the Lord through their service.

3. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for
their generous contribution of Rs. 37,400 towards the second collection held on
January 8th and 9th, 2022,

4. Catholic Bible Commission - Karachi is organizing a yearlong Bible Study Course.
Classes will be held once a month. The First Class will be on Saturday, January 22,
2022 at St. Anthony’s Parish Hall in the evening. All those interested to attend may
get further information from Mrs. Yasmin John, the coordinator of the programme.

5. Feeding the hungry never ceases to be important. We always need non-perishables
food items for needy. You can donate whatever you can, it will be greatly appreciated.
Just place them in the Boxes at the Main Entrance of the Church or give it at the Parish
Office.

6. ONLINE APPLICATION FORM for classes KG — I, KG - II and Class - I for the Academic
Session 2022-2023 in St. Paul’s English High School Campus - “A” (Afternoon Shift)
will be held on 24th January 2022 till 29th January 2022. Details are put on the
BOARD of St. Paul's SCHOOL.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 41,190
Tuesday Collection Rs. 62,950

Next Sunday
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

1* Reading Nehemiah 8:1-4, 5-6, 8-10

The people understood the book of the Law as it was read to them.

Psalm 19:7-9, 14

Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life.

2"! Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-30

You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.
Acclamation

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor and freedom to prisoners.
Gospel Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

~ Today this scripture has been fulfilled.
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