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My Dear Parishioners,
The Readings this Sunday focus on the call to ministry and the importance of
Sacred Scripture. A few years ago, Holy Father Pope Francis dedicated the Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time as ‘The Word of God’ Sunday. We are invited to deepen
our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through our devotion and dedication to
reading and praying with Scripture.
The Word of God is called “sacramental,” in the sense that when it is spoken, read
or heard, God becomes present in our midst. For that to happen to us, we must
listen to the Word, accept it into our hearts, and then put it into practice as we live
out our lives.
Today’s First Reading, taken from Nehemiah, and St. Luke’s Gospel both describe a
public reading of Sacred Scripture which challenges the hearers to make a “fresh
beginning” with a new outlook. In the First Reading, after rebuilding the Temple
and restoring the city, Ezra leads the people in a "Covenant renewal” ceremony by
reading and interpreting the Law. Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 19) sings the
praises of the Law of the Lord and its effects on those who accept it. The Second
Reading, taken from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, reminds us that
“together we are Christ’s Body, but each of us is a different part of it.”" This
suggests that, as different parts of Christ’'s Body, each of us has a share, as
instruments in God’'s hands, in bringing the freeing and saving mission of Jesus
Christ to our world in our times.
Today’s Gospel describes how, on a Sabbath, Jesus Christ stood before the people
in the synagogue of his hometown, Nazareth, reading and interpreting what
-~ Prophet Isaiah had prophesied about the Messiah and his mission. Jesus Christ
claims that he is One sent “to bring glad tidings to the poor, liberation to captives,
recovery of sight to the blind and freedom for the oppressed”. To the great
amazement and disbelief of his own townsmen, Jesus Christ declares that Isaiah’s
prophecy is being fulfilled at that very moment “in your hearing," because the
prophecy foretells and describes Jesus Christ’s own mission and ministry. Jesus’
mission is still to give liberation to everyone who will listen to his “"Good News,”
accept it and put it into practice. St. Luke reports that surprise and admiration were
the initial reactions of the people who were astonished at the power and eloquence.
As followers of Jesus Christ who are united by the living Spirit of God, this is our
calling too. With our lives centred on Scripture, the living Word of God, we are not
alone as we pray. We belong to a living, transforming community of believers
united by our Baptism. Let us pray that our lives will be a testament to the
liberating, healing teachings that Jesus Christ embodied.
Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
“"Word of God Sunday”
Entrance Antiphon
O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his
presence are majesty and splendor, strength and honor in his holy
place.
1%* Reading Nehemiah 8:1-4, 5-6, 8-10
The people understood the book of the Law as it was read to them.
Psalm 19:7-9, 14
Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life.
2"Y Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-30
You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.
Acclamation
The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor and freedom to
prisoners.
Gospel Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Today this scripture has been fulfilled.
Communion Antiphon
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.

Lectionary Spirituality

The Israelites had been in Babylonian exile for fifty years. They had
forgotten the laws and traditions of their religion. Ezra assembled the
people and read aloud the entire law as revealed in the Old Testament.
They were devastated, for they realised how far they had strayed from
God’s path. But Ezra told them to be of good cheer - experiencing a
spiritual reawakening and returning to the path is always a cause for
rejoicing. Regardless of the mistakes we make, we can always find the
path again.

Paul had to remind Corinth’s quarrelsome and fractious community that
they were all part of one body - Christ. If they lived in the Spirit, they
would all be interconnected. They would experience joys and sorrows
together; the fortunes of one were the fortunes of all.

In our divided world, this spirituality is sorely needed. Jesus began his
ministry by reading from Isaiah 61 and applying it to himself. His
mission was mercy, kindness, hope, new life, and restoration. In other
words, God. His gifts are still available to us whenever we open our
minds and hearts. And that should be our gift to others, for when we do
so, we are revealing Christ to the world.
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JJ 1. On this Sunday dedicated to the Word of God, we encourage our faithful to .
enthrone the Holy Bible at home in some prominent way. The display might include
/ candles, flowers, or plants. It is an opportunity for families and households to alsor, d
consider incorporating Sacred Scripture more intentionally into your daily and
weekly routines. For this purpose, we recommend Lectio Divina - an ancient
practice of prayerfully reading Scripture. As family take 10 minutes after dinner,
once a week, to read the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel. One person may read the
Sunday Gospel once, followed by 30 seconds of silence; then a second reading of
the same Gospel, followed by 30 seconds of silence; then a third reading followed
by 30 seconds of silence. After the third reading and silence, each member of the
family may share one word or phrase they thought was most important.

2. The Priests of the Parish, Deacon Eliazar Shahzad, Catechist Master Rafig Rehmat
and a few Pastoral Workers will soon start House Visits with your Family Record. It
is in view of updating your family particulars. The team is also empowered to give
One-Time-Relieve to those who for years have not fulfilled their obligation of
paying their Monthly Parish Support. The visits will be from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. Full
details will be given later.

3. Catholic Bible Commission — Karachi has organized a yearlong Bible Study Course.
Classes will be held once a month. All those interested to attend may get further
information from Mrs. Yasmin John, the coordinator of the programme.

4, Feeding the hungry never ceases to be important. We always need non-perishables
food items for needy. You can donate whatever you can, it will be greatly
appreciated. Just place them in the Boxes at the Main Entrance of the Church or
give it at the Parish Office.

5. ONLINE APPLICATION FORM for classes KG - I, KG - II and Class - I for the
Academic Session 2022-2023 in St. Paul’s English High School Campus - “A”
(Afternoon Shift) will be held on 24th January 2022 till 29th January 2022. Details
are put on the BOARD of St. Paul’'s SCHOOL.

6. Little Flower Nursery — St. Patrick’s Compound, is offering Admissions for Playgroup
(KG) for the Academic Year 2022-2023. Forms for the Entrance Test will be given
from 1% February to 8" February 2022 in the morning from 8:30 to 11:00am. For
details, please see the notice board.

Gratitude
- Sunday Collection Rs. 42,350
. Tuesday Collection Rs. 70,350
Next Sunday
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

15 Reading Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
. I appointed you a prophet to the nations.
Psalm 71:1-3, 5-6, 15,17
"‘ I will sing of your salvation. "
12" Reading 1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13 :
Faith, hope, and love abide; the greatest of these is love. | J
Acclamation g

! / The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor and freedom to prisoners. e |
Gospel Luke 4:21-30 L J “

@ikeJElyah and Elisha, Jesus was not sent only to the Jewish people.
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