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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) | January 30, 2022 |

My Dear Parishioners,
The readings for this Sunday bring to mind the adversity which can occur during
discipleship. In the First Reading, Prophet Jeremiah hears that God will defend him.
The Psalm declares “In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.”
The Second Reading tells us that love never fails. In the Gospel, Jesus Christ
preaches in his home town and is rejected.
The Gospel of St. Luke, continuing immediately from last week’s Gospel. Recall that
in last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus Christ read from the Prophet Isaiah and announced
that this Scripture was now fulfilled. In today’s Gospel, we learn that the people of
Nazareth are impressed by Jesus’ words, and yet they seem surprised. They still
think of Jesus as merely Joseph’'s son. They do not expect such words from
someone they believe that they know.
The scene in the synagogue that Sabbath seems pretty disturbing; a people who
have come for worship turn angry to the extent of intending to throw Jesus Christ
off a cliffl What is it that made them so angered? Jesus Christ had reminded them
of a low point in their history, when God punished the people of Israel with a
famine, but then saved a Gentile widow. Jesus had also reminded them of God’s
mercy towards a Gentile named Naaman. Naturally his message was a shocker and
just the opposite of they wanted to hear.
Some truths are often bitter. We too may be angered or agitated when someone
tells us a truth that we do not want to hear. Had Jesus glorified the Jews and told
them that they were God’s exclusively privileged people, Jesus would probably
have received bouquets instead of brickbats, appreciation rather than criticism. But
he chose to call a spade a spade. In effect, Jesus declared that God has no
favourites, that there are no privilege cardholders to receiving love and
compassion, that all are equal shareholders of God’s love no matter who we are,
where we come from and whatever our socio-economic status. We do not earn
divine favour by the titles we hold, but receive it freely from the unconditional love
of God for us. What happened in the Nazareth Synagogue can happen today in the
Church. We may carry prejudices with us into our places of worship, and if we do,
we block the message God wants to give us. Our prejudice can be against some in
the congregation, the choir, the readers or other church helpers or against the
hierarchic Church as such. A prejudiced mind will never sit comfortably in Church
and will never find fulfilment in worship or carry the Gospel message home!
Let us ask ourselves this Sunday, do we take prejudices into our place of worship?
Are we prejudiced against individuals or any community? If so, we turn to Jesus
Christ for healing we need.

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Entrance Antiphon
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks
to your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you.
15* Reading Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.
Psalm 71:1-3, 5-6, 15,17
I will sing of your salvation.
2" Reading 1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13
Faith, hope, and love abide; the greatest of these is love.
Acclamation
The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor and freedom to
prisoners.
Gospel Luke 4:21-30
Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus was not sent only to the Jewish people.
Communion Antiphon
Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O
Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I call on you.

Lectionary Spirituality

So often, fear holds us back from becoming the person God intended us to
be. Jeremiah felt overwhelmed by his limitations and weaknesses, and he
thought that God had made a mistake in calling him a prophet. But God
would hear none of his objections! He insisted that He was the one who
made Jeremiah in the first place and that He had a plan for him even as
he was being formed in his mother’s womb. His power and purpose would
be inside of Jeremiah. Stand up, prepare for action, and fear nothing!
When we feel inadequate or weak in the face of challenges, we would do
well to reflect on the one who created us and His purpose for us on earth.
With God, we can face anything. We are not alone, nor are we helpless.
Fear not! St. Paul has been criticising his followers in Corinth for their
arrogance and competition. They have been forming into factions,
following those they believed to be endowed with unique spiritual gifts.
The community has suffered as a result. Paul insists that there is only one
natural spiritual gift, and that is love. Everything else will pass away, but
love remains. He proposes it as “a better way”, a spiritual path that is
challenging and demanding. If we are to excel, then let it be in the
practice of love. Love is not sentimentality or feelings, but practical actions
taken for the well-being of others as well as a refusal to hurt or humiliate
another.
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Announcements

1. The Priests of the Parish, Deacon Eliazar Shahzad, Catechist Master Rafig Rehmat and a few Pastoral
Workers will soon start House Visits with your Family Record. It is in view of updating your family
particulars. The team is also empowered to give One-Time-Relieve to those who for years have not
fulfilled their obligation of paying their Monthly Parish Support. The visits will be from 7:00pm to
9:00pm. Full details will be given later.

2. The Mass is the community at worship, the greatest form of prayer. Get to Church early for Mass. If
you are late, do not disturb those who came early; dont squeeze yourself intoc a full pew, check for free
space. Do not spend the Mass time on your gadgets. Mass time is not the best period to give food and
snack to children. Do not allow them litter the Church either during or after the Mass. Do not allow the
children play with our Hymn Books and Bibles. Pick up what they drop before you leave. Receive
Communion with reverence; it is the Body of Christ. This is a house of worship — show due respect.

3. On Wednesday, February 2™, we will celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. The feast is

! also known as Candlemas Day. In observance of the feast we will gather at the Grotto of Mother
Mary. Please bring your own candle/s which will be blessed before entering the Church. If you wish
additional candles to be blessed, that you will be using on your home altar this year, place them on the
table put near the Altar. Please label your candles with your name so you can pick them up after Mass.

4. World Day for Consecrated Life is also celebrated on February 2". On this day, please light a candle for
those consecrated to God by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience that they may seek to live
their baptismal promises more intensely and have the grace to persevere in their commitment to the
Lord and serve with open hearts and willing spirits. Be sure to thank them on their special day.

5. On Thursday, February 3™, on the Feast of St. Blaise, we will have the traditional Blessing of the
Throat. Those of you who would like to receive this blessing, can stay right after the 6:00am and
6:00pm Masses.

6. On Friday, 4™ February, 2022 at 5:00pm there will be Holy Hour, Benediction and Novena Prayers in
honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy Mass.

7. On Saturday 5 February 2022 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris Church.
It will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary and Benediction followed by the Holy
Mass.

8. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on February 12" and 13,
2022. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generally.

9. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic necessities of food. You
may offer your support either in cash or in kind by donating basic essentials preferably rice, lentils, tea,
milk powder and cooking oil. These items can be offered during all Masses or you can put them in

‘ Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank you in advance for your generosity.

10.You may collect the Prayer Card for the Synod-2023 from the Sacristy. It is recommended that you
offer the Prayer at home. It is also used at the celebration of each Mass.

11. Little Flower Nursery - St. Patrick’'s Compound, is offering Admissions for Playgroup (KG) for the
Academic Year 2022-2023. Forms for the Entrance Test will be given from 1% February to 8" February
2022 in the morning from 8:30 to 11:00am. For details, please see the notice board.

, Gratitude
'| Sunday Collection Rs. 39,050
Tuesday Collection Rs. 76,300

Next Sunday
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8

Here I am; send me!

Psalm 138:1-5, 7-8

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.
2" Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

I preach what the other apostles preach, and on our preaching is your faith founded.
Acclamation

Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you fishers of my people.

Gospel Luke 5:1-11

Peter, James and John left everything, and followed Jesus.
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