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| February 06, 2022

My Dear Parishioners,

In many passages of Sacred Scripture, we hear that the message of God through Jesus
Christ is endless, and so is the need for messengers to carry that message to ‘all
nations.” That is what the Readings for this Sunday are all about: We are all called to
participate in getting God’s message out to the world. Ours might not be so dramatic a
calling as was Prophet Isaiah’s or St. Peter's or the others. Nevertheless, by this
calling, or vocation, we are all given a role in God’s Plan of Salvation.

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. This passage, which came
early in Isaiah’s life, recounts his being called into the service of God as a prophet.
Although it is a very dramatic scene, it is not the dramatics of the scene that are
important but rather, the response of the one being called. Here, Prophet Isaiah
answers that calling with his own, "Here I am, send me."”

In the Responsorial Psalm we hear the Psalmist give praise to God for the many
blessings received. Obviously, this Psalmist was a true messenger for God because, like
the prophets, the psalmist also speaks for God. Here he gives praise because "All the
kings of the earth shall give thanks to you when they hear the words of your mouth.”
St. Paul’s conversion and calling to be God’s messenger to the Gentiles in the Second
Reading, was also very dramatic. Here, he recounts how he has carried out his
responsibilities and the importance of his message for the salvation of all disciples of
Jesus Christ. He then goes on to say that he does not do this on his own, but rather,
because he was called by Jesus Christ to fulfil this special role. Like the Apostles in the
Gospel reading for today, St. Paul, once converted, dropped everything and gave his
life to the preaching of Jesus Christ crucified.

In the Gospel Reading we have another dramatic calling of the apostles into the service
of God; and again, these three (Peter, James and John), the leaders when called, drop
everything and follow Christ. St. Peter, realizing he was in the presence of divine
holiness, utters that strange statement: “"Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”
Obviously, St. Peter recognizing his own sinfulness reverts to the old Jewish concept of
separation of the sinner from the Holy One. When we are called to serve God, He is
always there ready and willing to help us fulfil whatever He asks of us. It is in the
fulfilling of our call to service that makes us holy.

It is sad that so many people are lonely or bored without a purpose in life while at the
same time, there are so many 'needs’ by others. Our Catholic faith is built on the idea
of community and helping one another. Our call to serve God runs the full spectrum of
human needs, both earthly and spiritual, and so we are challenged to answer the
question: "Whom shall I send?” Hopefully we will respond as Prophet Isaiah did by
saying: "Here I am; send me!”

This is something to think about during our Prayer Time this week!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Entrance Antiphon
O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made us, for
he is the Lord our God.

1°* Reading Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8

Here I am; send me!

Psalm 138:1-5, 7-8

In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.
2"? Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

I preach what the other apostles preach, and on our preaching is your
faith founded.
Acclamation
Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you fishers of my people.
Gospel Luke 5:1-11
Peter, James and John left everything, and followed Jesus.
Communion Antiphon
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of
men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with good
things.

Lectionary Spirituality
If a common message runs through the Scripture readings today, it is the
irony that God chooses those people deemed unworthy for His mission.
Isaiah has a vision in which he witnesses a majestic scene where God sits
on a throne surrounded by angels. Faced with the holiness of God, Isaiah
senses and acknowledges his sinfulness, his unworthiness, and that of the
people among whom he lives. However, the Lord does not reject him.
Instead, an angel is sent to bring a live coal to touch Isaiah’s lips and, in
this way, his sins are taken away. St. Paul acknowledges his unworthiness
to be chosen by God to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ. He had persecuted
the Church, and it is only by the grace of God that St. Paul has been found
worthy to serve the Lord. St. Peter recognises and admits his
unworthiness in the presence of Jesus Christ after having become aware
that Jesus is the Messiah. Although he and the other fishermen know that
they are unworthy, Jesus still calls them to follow him and to become his
disciples. The Lord chooses people by his standards, not by human rules.
He calls those who are unworthy so that they may become worthy of His
mission by his grace. He chooses those who are weak to be strong, to
bear the challenges and hardship that they encounter by His strength. He
calls those who are ordinary so that he can make them do extraordinary
things in his name by his power.
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Announcements

1. On behalf of Rev. Fr. Melito Dias, Parish Priest Fr. Arthur Charles, Fr. Parvaiz Khalid, Fr. Benjamin
Mushtaq, Fr. Robinson Samuel, Deacon Eliazar Shahzad and all the Faithful of our Parish, with joy
we welcome our great Cardinal Joseph Coutts who will reside at the Presbytery. It is an honour
and blessing to have him among us. Since, Cardinal is well known for his experience and personal
interest in the Interfaith and Ecumenical fields, Holy Father, Pope Francis has nominated him a
member of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. This keeps him very busy and in
constant touch with the Holy Father. We wish him a fruitful stay in our Parish. Dear Cardinal
Coutts, the doors of our Parishioners are always open for you!

2. A big thank you to everybody who took time to answer the Questionnaire of Synod-2023! Your
views on the way our Church should go are much valued. Your responses were collated by a
group of very capable, talented and expert persons which included: Sr. Celestine RIM, Mrs.
Margaret Mendes, Dr. Glenis Piedade D'Souza, Ms. Candida M. Almeida, Mr. Edmund Vellozo and
Mr. Kamran Yousaf John. They did all the hard work writing down the Answers. Dr. Glenis Piedade
D'Souza and Mr. Edmund Vellozo, representing the Group and the Parish, presented a Written
Summary of Answers and Recommendations during the Archdiocesan Plenary Assembly of the
Synod. It was well accepted and much appreciated. Thank you once again!

3. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on February 12th and
13th, 2022, It is used for needy people of our Parish, Kindly give joyfully and generally.

4. On Sunday, 13th February, 2022 at 10:30am Mass, His Grace, Archbishop Benny Travas will
officially Send-Off our Pastoral Workers, after over a yearlong Education and Formation, for Door-
to-Door Evangelization. Since, the Pastoral Workers and their families will be seated inside the
Church, please give them space. Your cooperation and understanding will be much appreciated.

5. We are glad to announce the Urdu Lectors Group has also had their elections. Through Secret
Ballot Mrs. Saima Rashid is elected as the Coordinator. We whole heartedly thank Ms. Mussarat
Bashir who served the Urdu Lectors Group for 12 years. May the Lord bless her and her services.
It is good to remember that it is generally desirable to have Lay Liturgical Ministers and Heads of
Groups for a three-year period. After three years of service, it is helpful to have election to elect
new responsible.

6. The Mass is the community at worship, the greatest form of prayer. Get to Church early for Mass.
If you are late, do not disturb those who came early; don’t squeeze yourself into a full pew, check
for free space. Do not spend the Mass time on your gadgets. Mass time is not the best period to
give food and snack to children. Do not allow them litter the Church either during or after the
Mass. Do not allow the children play with our Hymn Books and Bibles. Pick up what they drop
before you leave. Receive Communion with reverence; it is the Body of Christ. This is a house of
worship - show due respect.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 30,860
Tuesday Collection Rs. 99,950

Next Sunday
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1%t Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals; blessed are those who trust in the Lord.
Psalm 1:1-4,6

Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

2"¢ Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile.

Acclamation

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia. If the Alleluia is not sung, the
acclamation is omitted.

Gospel Luke 6:17,20-26

Blessed are the poor, but woe to you who are rich!
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