


Actions speak louder than words. let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua

St-Anthony Pray Fortst - §T. ANTHONY'S CHURCH

; Ka Catholic Archdiocese of Karachi

21-McNeil, Road, Frere Town,
Karachi - Pakistan
Phone: 35217136

Email: sackarachi@gmail.com

-\\..-‘- FSTD 1-9.;},1 ’,

(CHURCH BULLETIN )

VLIS e sl (o8I Bhe ]

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

| February 13, 2022

I
My Dear Parishioners,

The Readings for this Sunday are all about being blessed, which might also be
translated happy or lucky. The Gospel Reading is from the Sermon on the Plain in the
Gospel of St. Luke. The Beatitudes given in this Gospel include both blessings and
woes. Jesus Christ turns upside down the notion of what it means to be blessed! In the
First Reading we hear that those who trust in God are blessed and will bear fruit. In the
Second Reading St. Paul reminds us that our hope is in the risen Christ.

This Gospel passage is the beginning of what is often called the Sermon on the Plain.
St. Luke’s Sermon on the Plain is addressed to Jesus Christ’s disciples, although in the
presence of the crowd. By this St. Luke presents as God among us. St. Matthew's
Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the crowd. In keeping with this style, the
Beatitudes in St. Luke’s Gospel sound more personal than those in St. Matthew’s
Gospel - St. Luke uses the article “"you” whereas Matthew uses “they” or “those.”
There is also a difference in number: Matthew describes eight beatitudes; Luke
presents just four, each of which has a parallel warning.

Beatitudes are found in the Old Testament, such as in the Psalms and in Wisdom
literature. They are a way to teach about who will find favour with God. The
word blessed in this context might be translated as "“happy,” “fortunate,” or
“favoured.”

These Beatitudes shake our sensibilities. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or
persecuted are called blessed. This is, indeed, a Gospel of reversals. Those often
thought to have been forgotten by God are called blessed. In the list of “"woes,” those
whom we might ordinarily describe as blessed by God are warned about their peril.
Riches, possessions, laughter, reputation . . . these are not things that we can depend
upon as sources of eternal happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their promise; our
misplaced trust in them will lead to our demise. The ultimate peril is in misidentifying
the source of our eternal happiness.

If we cannot honestly count ourselves among the poor, the hungry, and the suffering,
we can do more than just take to heart the warnings that follow. We can remember
that the beatitudes here are especially addressed to the poor and hungry. We can take
up the invitation to do something about the situation of the poor and hungry. We can
recall that we, the comfortable people with resources at our command that are denied
to others, are called to be the instruments of the kingdom of God, a kingdom that is
one of justice, love and peace. For justice, love and peace, there is a price to pay.

Thus, the Beatitudes are often described as a framework for Christian living. Our
vocation as Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of
God. We are challenged to examine our present situation in the context of our ultimate
horizon, the Kingdom of God!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Entrance Antiphon

Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are
my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.
1%* Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals; blessed are those who
trust in the Lord.

Psalm 1:1-4,6
Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
2" Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile.
Acclamation
Rejoice and be glad; your reward will be great in heaven.
Gospel Luke 6:17,20-26
Blessed are the poor, but woe to you who are rich!
Communion Antiphon
They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them;
they were not disappointed in what they craved.

Lectionary Spirituality
In today’s world, where religion and religious persons are pitted against
each other over beliefs and practices, today’s Gospel provides a
refreshing message of peace, harmony and goodwill. Interestingly, early
Christians never spoke of themselves as belonging to a religion or sect.
Christianity is called “the way” on numerous occasions in the Acts of the
Apostles. Jesus inaugurated a new Way of Being in the Kingdom. He
addressed the twelve and a large group of disciples besides, a great
crowd from all parts of the known world at that time. They had come to
be healed and, in return, received the essential ingredients of a happy
life, here in this world, in the present time. The poor are happy people
to be imitated for they live grateful lives, hoping for all things from God.
They are never self-sufficient. The hungry and those who weep are filled
and comforted in their God-sense, that is, knowing that their Father in
Heaven cares for them. The rejected and despised know that God
“guards the way of the just” (Ps. 1:6). We are reminded that we are not
in this world to amass wealth and fame that will fade like “winnowed
chaff” or laugh at another’s expense or reject anyone, for all humanity
is a reminder of God on earth. By his death and resurrection, Jesus has
revolutionised our way of living discipleship graciously in God’s

resence. The Beatitudes is the blueprint of the Gospel.
_-'L L
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Announcements

1. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul Society.
It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generally.

2. On behalf of Rev. Fr. Melito Dias, Parish Priest Fr. Arthur Charles, Fr. Parvaiz Khalid, Fr.
Benjamin Mushtaq, Fr. Robinson Samuel, Deacon Eliazar Shahzad and all the Faithful of
our Parish, with joy we welcome our great Cardinal Joseph Coutts who will reside at the
Presbytery. It is an honour and blessing to have him among us. Since, Cardinal is well
known for his experience and personal interest in the Interfaith and Ecumenical fields,
Holy Father, Pope Francis has nominated him a member of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue. This keeps him very busy and in constant touch with the Holy
Father. We wish him a fruitful stay in our Parish. Dear Cardinal Coutts, the doors of our
Parishioners are always open for you!

3. We have been saying goodbye to Fr. Robinson Samuel for several weeks now since the
news first broke that he would be leaving St. Anthony’s and moving to Good Shepherd
Parish in Korangi. But this weekend, especially on this Sunday we bid him farewell and
take this opportunity to express our gratitude to him for his wonderful and gracious
service and his friendship. We shall always remember your faithfulness, constancy, zeal
and dedication. We ask God to bless you abundantly as you begin your mission at your
new parish. Words are not enough to express our gratitude to you; therefore, we give you
a big round of clapping.

4. This year Sacred Time of Lent is beginning on Wednesday, March 2. During all Masses
Ashes will be distributed. The schedule will be given later. Please remember that Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. In addition,
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. We request our faithful to devote
themselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and reading Sacred Scripture, to service by
giving alms and to sacrifice self-control through fasting.

5. We are glad to announce the Urdu Lectors Group has also had their elections. Through
Secret Ballot Mrs. Saima Rashid is elected as the Coordinator. We whole heartedly thank
Ms. Mussarat Bashir who served the Urdu Lectors Group for 12 years. May the Lord bless
her and her services. It is good to remember that it is generally desirable to have Lay
Liturgical Ministers and Heads of Groups for a three-year period. After three years of
service, it is helpful to have election to elect new responsible.

6. Please note and inform others as well that there will be no Mass at the Presbytery on
Sunday, February 27, 2022.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 39,260
Tuesday Collection Rs. 82,550

Next Sunday
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-25

The Lord gave you into my hands today, but I will not raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed.
Psalm 103:1-4, 8,10, 12-13

The Lord is kind and merciful.

2"! Reading 1 Corinthians 15:45-50

We have borne the image of the one of dust so let us bear the image of the one of heaven.
Acclamation

I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.

Gospel Luke 6:27-38

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
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