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Actions speak louder than words. let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua
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Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

| February 27, 2022

| 108/2022 - 21-20
My Dear Parishioners,

The readings for this Sunday are very short, but are truly powerful if we step back and
think about them. And this is what we are being asked to do here: step back, be silent
for a time, and then take an inventory of our positive contributions to the group, the
community and the Church.

The First Reading encourages us to be discriminating in conversation with others,
noticing the quality and content of another’s speech before choosing to imitate them.
The Gospel invites us to have Jesus for our teacher and guide: ‘the fully trained disciple
will always be like their teacher’. We are reminded to avoid the temptation to follow
others blindly or to criticise them when our own faults are much more evident. Our
lives will reflect our own purity of heart and likeness to Jesus.

Whilst this may seem a hard teaching and difficult to put into practice, St. Paul tells us
that we should never give up, never admit defeat, because, while we are working at
the Lord's work, we can never be labouring fruitlessly. God will always give us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

And so we can recite the Psalm with joy, offering praise and thanks to the Lord, who
sustains those who place their trust in God.

The selections from the Book of Sirach and Luke’s Gospel suggest a powerful standard
by which we can judge the heart and mind of another person: the subject and manner
about which one speaks. Negative people tend to speak negatively. Jealous people
speak resentfully. Judgmental people speak suspiciously. Their conversations tend to
weigh others down. By contrast, positive people speak positively. Happy people speak
graciously. Energized people speak enthusiastically. Their conversations tend to lift
others up. If the eyes are the windows to the soul, conversation seems to be
expressions of the heart.

In the Gospel Jesus Christ tells four parables, three of which are read today. They are
all about how to be a good disciple.

The blind cannot lead the blind. And a disciple cannot be a good disciple unless he or
she has learned from the teacher. Everyone who is fully trained is like the teacher who
knows how to cure the blind. Before you can be a good disciple and teach others you
must take care of yourself. Do not try to take a speck out of your brother’'s eye until
you have taken the board out of your own. Finally, only when you have purified
yourself can you produce the good works that the teacher requires. Discipleship asks
us to produce good deeds. But to produce them requires the integrity and purity of
heart found in the teacher. When people see your good deeds they will know that this
is because you have a good heart.

What do the content and tone of our words tell others about our hearts?

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Announcements
. On behalf of His Grace, Archbishop Benny Mario Travas, His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Coutts,
Priests and Deacon of the Parish and the Pastoral Team we congratulate you, Rev. Fr. Melito Dias
on your the happiest of days on your 95th birthday! It is said that with age comes wisdom, and as a
Church Family, we have been so abundantly blessed with your wisdom and insight over the years.
Your rich history and faithful testimony are a source of great joy and blessing to us here at St.
Anthony’s Parish. May God continue to bless you! We warmly welcome Rev. Fr. Benjemin Mushtaq
as Assistant Parish Priest in our Parish. Prior to this appointment, he was Vice-Rector at St. Pius X
Seminary and later the Assistant Parish Priest at St. Michael’s Parish — Khuda-Ki-Basti, Taiser Town.
Thank you for coming to minister to our communities and we hope you will be very happy here. We
wish you all the very best in your Pastoral Ministry.
. March 2nd is the Ash Wednesday. During all Masses Ashes will be distributed. The schedule for
Lent, Holy Week and Easter is ready please take a copy with you. Please remember that Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. In addition, Fridays
during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. We request our faithful to devote themselves to
seeking the Lord in prayer and reading Sacred Scripture, to service by giving alms and to sacrifice
self-control through fasting.
. On Friday, 4th March at 5pm there will be Holy Hour, Novena Prayers Stations of the Cross and
Benediction in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy Mass.
. On Saturday 5th March devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris Church. It
will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary and Holy Mass followed by the
Benediction.
. From Monday 7th March to 11th March, the Diocesan Priests of the Archdiocese of Karachi,
including priests of our Parish, will gather together at the Monastery of the Angels for their Annual
Retreat. Please keep them in your prayer that God will bless them all with a fruitful retreat.
. The Priests of the Parish, Deacon Eliazar Shahzad, Catechist Master Rafiq Rehmat and a few
Pastoral Workers are starting House Visits with your Family Record. It is in view of updating your
family particulars. The team is also empowered to give One-Time-Relieve to those who for years
have not fulfilled their obligation of paying their Monthly Parish Support. The visits will be from
7:00pm to 9:00pm. Blessed Homes will be visited on March, Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17.
. The Mass is the community at worship, the greatest form of prayer. Get to Church early for Mass. If
you are late, do not disturb those who came early; don’t squeeze yourself into a full pew, check for
free space. Do not spend the Mass time on your gadgets. Mass time is not the best period to give
food and snack to children. Do not allow them litter the Church either during or after the Mass. Do
not allow the children play with our Hymn Books and Bibles. Pick up what they drop before you
leave. Receive Communion with reverence; it is the Body of Christ. This is a house of worship -
show due respect.
. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic necessities of food.
You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by donating basic essentials preferably rice,
lentils, tea, milk powder and cooking oil. These items can be offered during all Masses or you can
put them in Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank you in advance for your
generosity.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 43,600
Tuesday Collection Rs. 86,750
Next Sunday

First Sunday of Lent

1** Reading Deuteronomy 26:4-10

This is how the chosen people are to confess their faith.

Psalm 91:1-2, 10-15

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

2" Reading Romans 10:8-13

This is how believers in Christ profess their faith.

Acclamation

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Gospel Luke 4:1-13

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness: there he was tempted.
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