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My Dear Parishioners,
Now into the Third Week of the Time of Lent, the readings are a call to
conversion, repentance and return to the Lord. The First Reading tells of how
Moses encountered God in the burning bush. The Psalm sings of God’s kindness
and mercy. In the Second Reading St. Paul tells us to learn from the past. And in
the Gospel Jesus Christ warns people to change their ways. He also tells the
parable of the fig tree.
Thus today’s readings also are directing us to take a look at ourselves. In the
parable in the Gospel of today, Jesus speaks of the tree which is alive but it does
not fulfil its duty of bearing fruit. There is a demand that it should be cut down.
The man responsible for the tree requests the owner to give it one more
opportunity to fulfil its purpose. If after that, there is still no fruit, it should be
cut down.
We all want and desire to live a peaceful life. We all want to make sense of our
existence. We all desire to live a life where we can make a positive contribution
to ourselves, to our families and to those around us. Challenges are always with
us, difficulties surround us. However, the more we long, desire and develop a
personal and ultimate relationship with Jesus Christ as our best friend, there is
absolutely nothing that we cannot face and overcome.
Hence, there is an invitation to examine our lives and change for the better
through a process of repentance and the need for the transformation of the
heart. One of the recurrent themes throughout the Lenten season is the
compassion and mercy of our God. It is something that we constantly need to be
reminded about. Repentance entails the recognition of areas of unfaithfulness
in our lives and is ready to make reparations. Repentance demands that we
become honest with ourselves and recognise our unfruitfulness. Once we have
accepted this change in our lives God has a ready mission for us. He wants us to
fulfil his task on earth namely to proclaim the kingdom of God.
During this week, we ask the grace to live in a continual spirit of renewal and
repentance. Repentance demands that we become honest to ourselves and
recognise our unfruitfulness and change ourselves to bear the right fruit for
God. Moses was asked to change his view and do his mission. Each fig tree is
expected to bear fruit that represents the good works and virtues of those who
help to build the Body of Christ. Each must answer his calling according to
where he has been sent by God!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest




Third Sunday of Lent (C)

Entrance Antiphon

My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the
snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and poor.
15 Reading Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15

Moses, you will tell the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.

Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8,11

The Lord is kind and merciful.

2"Y Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

Our ancestor’s experience in the desert under Moses is recorded to
instruct us.

Acclamation

Repent, says the Lord; the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Gospel Luke 13:1-9

Unless you turn back to God, you will perish as they did.
Communion Antiphon

The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young: by
your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they
who dwell in your house, for ever singing your praise.

Lectionary Spirituality

How often have we wondered why some people get killed in some great
disaster like an earthquake, a typhoon, or a plane crash while others walk
away without a scratch? And some bachelors live into their 90s while the
young mother of young children is taken away by cancer? We cannot
really give easy answers to such questions. Nor is Jesus trying to do so in
today’s Gospel. But what Jesus does is deny that the deaths mentioned in
the Gospel were punishment for sin. In such tragic situations, both good
and evil are victims. Instead, Jesus asks people to focus on their own lives
and see in these sudden tragedies timely warning for themselves. If we
were to be overtaken by a similar happening, how prepared are we to face
our God? If we have been given more time, we should perhaps see
ourselves like the barren fig tree, not bearing the expected fruit. Like the
gardener in the parable, God gives us a little more time and more of His
grace (fertiliser) to see if we will improve. And, given the uncertainty of
our future, let us begin today, let us start right now. The surest way to be
ready for the future is to live totally in the present because that is where
God is to be found. Remove from our hearts all fear, Lord. Fill us with
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Announcements

. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for their generous
contribution of Rs. 43, 260 towards the second collection held on March 12 and 13, 2022.

. Please note that from last Tuesday [that is March 15, 2022] the traditional 13 Tuesdays Novena to St.
Anthony has started in our Church.

. The Pastoral Team will be visiting Parishioners residing in Blessed Homes on March 23rd with their
Family Records to update the family particulars. The team is also empowered to give One-Time-Relieve
to those who for years have not fulfilled their obligation of paying their Monthly Parish Support. The
visits will be from 7pm to 9pm.

. This year, we are planning to hold Traditional Annual Mela on June 19, 2022 in our Church Compound.
The first meeting for this event would be held on Thursday, March 24, 2022 at 7pm in the Parish Hall.
All those interested are welcome to attend the meeting!

. Holy Father, Pope Francis will Consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on
Friday, 25 March - the Solemnity of the Annunciation - in St Peter’s Basilica. On the appeal of Holy
Father, let us join our Bishops and the whole world in praying for the end of war and for peace and
harmony between both the countries.

. A Spiritual Session will be held by His Grace, Archbishop Benny Travas on the topic Spirituality of the
Paschal Triduum, in the Parish Hall on Saturday, March 26, 2022 at 7pm. Your participation will be
highly appreciated.

. Next Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Lent [that is 27" March]. It is traditionally observed as Carias
Sunday. All collection taken up on this Sunday and donations through the envelopes, which are being
distributed today, will be entrusted to our Archdiocesan Caritas for various charitable works.

. The Core Committee for the Synod — 2023 will be holding a Session to brief the faithful on the outcome
of the Synod Questionnaire on Saturday, 2" April 2022 at 7pm. It will be held in the Parish Hall.
Everyone is most welcome to attend it.

. Please mark your calendars: In our Church we will be having Penitential Services followed by Holy
Mass. On Wednesday, 6™ April, Fr. Azam OFM-Cap and on Thursday, 7 April, Fr. Louis Mascarenhas
will be main Celebrants. The Services will start at 5:30pm. Whereas at Stella Maris Church Fr. Ryan
Joseph will lead in the Penitential Service followed by Holy Mass in Urdu at 6:30pm.

10.Please take an Earthenware for Lenten Alms with you, as you leave the Church from the Main Entrance.
Kindly, place it in your home in an area where it will be seen by everyone to remind everyone that we
ought to be doing something for the poor and the needy.

11.The process to enroll Children born in the year 2013 and 2014 for the First Holy Communion is on.
Parents are kindly requested to register their child soon. Enrollment Forms will be given out
on Saturday, 26th March, 2nd April and 9" April from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. Kindly bring along with
you the original and a copy of the Baptism Certificate, a passport size photograph and a copy
of the updated Church Support Card.

12. Similarly, enrollment for the Children born in the year 2008 & 2009 is open for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Parents are requested to register their child for the Classes. Forms can be collected
on Saturday, 26th March, 2™ April and 9% April from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. Kindly bring along with
you the original and a copy of the Baptism Certificate, a passport size photograph and a copy of the
updated Church Support Card. For further details please contact Ms. Sabrina Lobo.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 45,250
Tuesday Collection Rs. 109,120
Next Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Lent
1* Reading Joshua 5:9, 10-12
Having entered the promised land, the people of God celebrated the passover.
Psalm 34:1-6
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
2" Reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Through Christ, God has reconciled us to himself.
Acclamation
I will rise and go to my father and tell him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
This brother of yours was dead, and has come to life.
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