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My Dear Parishioners,
Time flies! We are already stepping into the second half of the Lenten Time! Today,
we celebrate the fourth Sunday of Lent. It is traditionally called Laetare Sunday.
Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason
for our joy: God's great love for us has been revealed in Jesus.

The parable Jesus Christ tells in today's Gospel is unique to the Gospel of St. Luke.
Jesus has been teaching the crowds as he journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches,
the Pharisees and scribes complain and challenge Jesus because he is welcoming
sinners at his table. Today we hear the third of three parables that Jesus tells in
response to his critics. These three familiar parables - the lost sheep, the lost coin,
and today's parable of the prodigal son - invite us to consider the depth of God's
mercy and love.

In the parable St. Luke tells us of a family of two brothers and their father. The
younger brother decides to move away from the family. He asks his father for his
share of what would, in time, be his inheritance to fund the life he wishes to live.
He travels and, through questionable life choices, squanders his inheritance and
becomes destitute. He looks back with remorse on the life he left with his father
and older brother and thinks how much better off he would be if he returned to
them.

He then journeys home, seeking comfort and peace with his father and older
brother. The father, standing near his home, sees his younger son approaching
from a distance. Without hesitation or question, he welcomes him home with open
arms. The father feels such joy in having his youngest son home again that he
wants to celebrate and gives directions for a feast to be prepared in his honour.

The older son has difficulty in accepting how his father takes his brother back
without question and honours him with a celebration.

The father in this story is like God, our Father. He is merciful, and his love knows no
end. He shows to both of his sons that his love is enduring and remains present for
them, particularly in times of repentance.

The father is building a family that shows mercy to each member. He ensures that
there is a place for each member to be appreciated, listened to and supported.
Perhaps during these remaining Lenten days we might ask ourselves, how am I like
the young son who left home? How am I like the loving parent who welcomed him
home? How am I like the older brother who refused to rejoice and join in the
celebrations? We don’t journey through Lent or more importantly through life on
our own. We experience God through each other and we experience each other
through God.

Arthur Charle
Parish Pgi
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Fourth Sunday [Laetare sunday] Of Lent (C)
Entrance Antiphon
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.
15t Reading Joshua 5:9, 10-12
Having entered the promised land, the people of God celebrated the
passover.
Psalm 34:1-6
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
2"d Reading 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Through Christ, God has reconciled us to himself.
Acclamation
I will rise and go to my father and tell him: Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you.
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
This brother of yours was dead, and has come to life.
Communion Antiphon
You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead and has come to
life; he was lost and is found.

Lectionary Spirituality

We cannot cling to anything forever. God provided manna for the
Israelites to eat throughout their forty years in the wilderness. Now
they had entered the Promised Land; the manna had ceased, and
they were now on their own. They were moving to the next stage of
their journey, one that involved settling down and building a just and
godly society. When we are truly in Christ, we have to let go of the
past and all of the things that defined us. We become something new
- a new creation, with a changed vision of the world, life, and other
people. It is not business as usual. The Prodigal Son symbolises each
of us — we wander, make mistakes, weep tears, and find our way
home, much humbler and wiser. It is how we grow and learn. God
does not judge us and is delighted to have us back. The elder brother
reminds us of many people who judge others and see themselves as
separate and different. The message is that all people are one and all
our trouble stems from seeing ourselves as distinct. We will not be at
peace until there is great unity of minds and hearts and we think of
ourselves as one.
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Announcements

1. Today’s collections and donations through the envelopes are for Caritas-Karachi. They will use the
amount for various charitable works.

2. We held our 1 Mela Meeting on March 24", 2022. The Mela will be held on June 19, 2022
from 10:30am to 3pm. A few heads of the various groups were missing at this meeting. You are
requested to please make it a point to attend the next meeting scheduled for April 23", 2022 at
7:30pm in the Parish Hall. Your presence at this meeting will be highly appreciated. Mr. Peter Mendes
is the Chief Coordinator and Mrs. Maria Soares the Organizing Secretary.

3. The Pastoral Team will continue visiting the Parishioners of Blessed Homes on Tuesday, March 29" and
Anthonian Apartments on Wednesday, March 30" and Thursday, March 31% to update the family
particulars. The visits will be from 7pm to 9pm.

4. On Friday 1% April, 2022 at 5:00pm there will be Holy Hour, Benediction and Novena Prayers in honour
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy Mass.

5. On Saturday 2" April 2022 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris Church. It
will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary and the Holy Mass followed by Benediction.

6. The Core Committee for the Synod — 2023 will be holding a Session to brief the faithful on the outcome
of the Synod Questionnaire on Saturday 2" April 2022 at 7pm. It will be held in the Parish Hall.
Everyone is most welcome to attend it.

7. As part of our spiritual preparation for the Solemnity of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Penitential Services with Holy Masses will be held on Wednesday 6 April, by Fr. Azam OFM-Cap and on
Thursday 7 April, by Fr. Louis Mascarenhas OFM. The Services will start at 5:30pm. Whereas On
Friday 8" April at Stella Maris Church Fr. Ryan Joseph will lead in the Penitential Service followed by
Holy Mass in Urdu at 6:30pm.

8. There will be an opportunity for the school-going-children to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in
our Church on Wednesday April 6" at 9:30am.

9. Teachers and Students of Urdu Catechism School [also known as Sunday School] will enact LIVE Way
of the Cross on Friday April 8™ at 1 O’clock in the afternoon followed by the Holy Mass.

10.A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on April 9" and 10", 2022.
It is used for needx people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generally.

11.SUNDAY, April 10" is PASSION (Palm) Sunday. All Masses will begin at Our Lady’s Grotto. We request
our faithful to bring with them, if possible, Fresh Palm Branches OR any other Green-Tree-Branch.
THOSE WHO CANNOT BRING ONE, we will give them as they will come in. After the Blessing of the
Palms, with a Ritual Procession we will enter the Church from the main entrance.

12.0ur Parish is blessed with a good number of Medical Doctors, Nurses, Healthcare Workers and
Paramedical Staff. In view of this, we are planning to start a Pastoral Care Ministry to the Sick Group.
We request our faithful in the medical field to contact each other and discuss this ministry and wait for
the next announcement.

13.The process to enrol Children born in the year 2013 and 2014 for the First Holy Communion is on.
Parents are kindly requested to registertheir child soon. Similarly, enrolment for the
Children born in the year 2008 & 2009 is open for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Parents are
requested to register their child for the Classes. Enrolment Forms will be given out on 2nd April and
9th April from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. Kindly bring along with you the original and a copy of the Baptism
Certificate, a passport size photograph and a copy of the updated Church Support Card. For further
details please contact Ms. Sabrina Lobo.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 43,250
Tuesday Collection Rs. 87,540

Next Sunday
Fifth Sunday of Lent

1% Reading Isaiah 43:16-21

I am about to do a new thing: I will give drink to my chosen people.

Psalm 126:1-6

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

2" Reading Philippians 3:8-14

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, so that I may attain Christ.
Acclamation

With all your heart turn to me, says the Lord, for I am tender and compassionate.

Gospel John 8:1-11

Let anyone among you who is witho in be the first to throw a stone.
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