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My*Dear Parishioners,

A refined theme emerges through our readings on this Sunday: God’s deliverance o
people from danger to celebration. Isaiah recalls the parting of the Red Sea,
swallowing the army of Pharoah. "I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert,” God says (Isaiah 43:19). The Psalmist celebrates the return of
captives, saying "May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy” (Psalm
126:5). In the Gospel, we witness Jesus Christ cleverly saving a woman accused of
adultery from being stoned.

The Gospel follows that of the parable of the Prodigal Son which we read last week.
If we found the Father’s love and forgiveness for his wayward son unbelievable
and/or unreasonable, today we have Christ Jesus, the revelation of the Father,
doing the same thing! It is as if Jesus is saying to us: “Is true! That is how God is!”
We can hardly imagine what terror the woman in the gospel experienced as she
awaited judgment. She had no reason to hope for mercy, after all, she was "caught
in the very act”. Guilty as charged! She knew a very painful death awaited her.
Interestingly, the Law, as stated in Deuteronomy 22:22-24, prescribed the death
penalty for both parties involved, but in this account, no mention is made of the
other adulterer. Did he escape capture? Was he a friend of the scribes and
Pharisees? Did they circumvent the law to suit their real motive, which was to trap
Jesus?

We will never know. But what we do know is that Jesus Christ gives them time to
think things over. He writes on the ground and does not respond immediately. But
“"they persisted with their question.”

When Jesus Christ finally responded, they were slowly convicted of their own sin
and went away "one by one, beginning with the eldest.” Then came these healing
words of Jesus, like balm to the sinner’s weary soul: "Neither do I condemn you. ..
go away and don't sin anymore.”

The prophet Isaiah prepares us for this intensely human drama when he writes in
the First Reading: "No need to recall the past, no need to think about what was
done before. See, I am doing a new deed . . . can you not see it?”

It has been said that “every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future”, so
when it comes to sin, we are all in the same boat. God, the superabundant giver of
gifts, is pouring out His love, mercy, and compassion on us all the time.

The only fitting response is a profound gratitude, and a determination to be
generous dispensers of mercy and compassion ourselves, especially during this

Holy Time.
Arthur Charle
Parish Prjes
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Entrance Antiphon

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is
faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God,
are my strength.

1* Reading Isaiah 43:16-21

I am about to do a new thing: I will give drink to my chosen people.
Psalm 126:1-6

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

2" Reading Philippians 3:8-14

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, so
that I may attain Christ.

Acclamation

With all your heart turn to me, says the Lord, for I am tender and
compassionate.

Gospel John 8:1-11

Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a
stone.

Communion Antiphon

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord. Neither shall I
condemn you. From now on, sin no more.

Lectionary Spirituality

As we move towards the Holy Week Celebration, the readings of this 5th
Sunday of Lent bring us hope and assurance of new life rooted in the
unconditional love of God, offering mercy and forgiveness to each one of us in
Jesus’ name. Isaiah speaks of the newness of life God has started working
among us, in the here and now. Can we not see amid the Covid-19 pandemic,
when leadership is losing their moral compass, and unscrupulous destruction of
nature leads to massive flooding throughout the country, God has intervened by
sending concerned citizens to help feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the
sick, rebuild broken homes and rescue lives? These simple folk, from different
faiths and ethnicities, witness the reality that God, who lives among us, is ever
ready to help us start life afresh. Jesus’ consoling words, “Neither do I
condemn you; go and sin no more.” touch the core of our yearning for God'’s
forgiveness and our desire to start our lives all over again as we renew our
friendship with Him. He knows how vulnerable we are to sin. Like St Paul, Jesus
invites us to leave the past behind and allow Him to transform our lives, filling
us with hope, joy and peace even in trial and tribulation. Our faith in Christ
helps us transcend our present suffering and count our blessing instead, as we
commit our lives in loving service to others.
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Announcements

1. Next Sunday [April 10th 2022] is PASSION (Palm) Sunday. All Masses will begin at Our Lady's Grotto.
We request our faithful to bring with them, if possible, Fresh Palm Branches OR any other Green-Tree-
Branch. THOSE WHO CANNOT BRING ONE, we will give them as they will come in. After the Blessing of
the Palms, with a Ritual Procession we will enter the Church from the main entrance. PLEASE NOTE
that blessed items are to be treated with respect and reverence and not discarded. The Palm Branches
which are blessed became a “sacramental,” which is an object that is meant to draw us closer to God.
These sacred signs bear a resemblance to the sacraments (cf. Code of Canon Law 1171). Throwing
them away overlooks their sacred purpose and treats them like any other object we no longer need.

2. As part of our spiritual preparation for the Solemnity of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Penitential Services with Holy Masses will be held on Wednesday 6th April, by Fr. Azam OFM-Cap and
on Thursday 7th April, by Fr. Louis Mascarenhas OFM. The Services will start at 5:30pm. Whereas On
Friday 8th April at Stella Maris Church Fr. Ryan Joseph will lead in the Penitential Service followed by
Holy Mass in Urdu at 6:30pm.

3. There will be an opportunity for the school-going-children to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in
our Church on Wednesday April 6th at 9:30am.

4. Teachers and Students of Urdu Catechism School [a/so known as Sunday School] will enact LIVE Way
of the Cross on Friday April 8th at 1 O'clock in the afternoon followed by the Holy Mass.

5. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on April Sth and 10th, 2022.
It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generally.

6. We held our 1st Mela Meeting on March 24th, 2022. The Mela will be held on June 19, 2022
from 10:30am to 3pm. A few heads of the various groups were missing at this meeting. You are
requested to please make it a point to attend the next meeting scheduled for April 23rd, 2022 at
7:30pm in the Parish Hall. Your presence at this meeting will be highly appreciated. Mr. Peter Mendes
is the Chief Coordinator and Mrs. Maria Soares the Organizing Secretary.

7. We will be grateful to all our faithful who can get from their respective Companies various Products and
In-kind gifts for the Mela and Advertisements for the Mela-Brochure. Please contact the Parish Office to
obtain the Request Letter.

8. We wish to revive the Parish Usher Team and Security Group. Female and male Practising Catholics
from our Parish only, may give their names and contact details in the Parish Office latest by Friday, 08
April 2022. Those who will qualify the assessment process and will pledge to follow rules and
regulations, they will be inducted in the groups.

9. Our Parish is blessed with a good number of Medical Doctors, Nurses, Healthcare Workers and
Paramedical Staff. In view of this, we are planning to start a Pastoral Care Ministry to the Sick Group.
We request our faithful in the medical field to contact each other and discuss this ministry and wait for
the next announcement.

10.The process to enrol Children born in the year 2013 and 2014 for the First Holy Communion is on.
Parents are kindly requested to registertheir child soon. Similarly, enrolment for the
Children born in the year 2008 & 2009 is open for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Parents are
requested to register their child for the Classes. Enrolment Forms will be given out on Sth April from
4:30pm - 5:30pm. Kindly bring along with you the original and a copy of the Baptism Certificate, a
passport size photograph and a copy of the updated Church Support Card. For further details please
contact Ms. Sabrina Lobo.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 41,130
Tuesday Collection Rs. 84,960

Next Sunday

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
1% Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord helps me, therefore I have not been disgraced.
Psalm 22:7-8, 16-19, 22-23
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
2" Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.
Acclamation
Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and gave
him a name above all other names.
Gospel Luke 22:14 - 23:56
Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.
p g " S -
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