A

by

i 114




Actions speak louder than words. let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua
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Fourth Sunday of Easter - (C) (woRrLD pAY FOR PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS) - Mother’s Day | May 08, 2022|118/2022 - 21-2(

My Dear Parishioners,

The 4th Sunday of Easter is also known as Good Shepherd Sunday, and it is also the
“World Day of Prayer for Vocations.” Each year on this Sunday we reflect on the image of
Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd who devotedly and kindly takes care of the flock.

As we look at these readings, we can reflect on them in two different ways. Regarding
recognizing the voice of the Shepherd: in recognizing his voice, Jesus is telling us that
hearing him is where we are to get our values, the standards and principles that guide
our lives and affect in a major way our happiness or unhappiness in life. He knows the
sound of everyone of our voices. Do we recognize His? That is part of the problem with
the world today; the values that Christ Jesus taught us are being ignored. Like our first
parents, we make up our own rules to our own disadvantage because we figure we know
better that God what will lead us to fulfilment and happiness. Jesus’ words, however, to
us are clear: "My sheep hear My voice, I know them and they follow me.”

Looking at “hearing His Voice” from another angle as we couple these readings with the
role of shepherding, we also call to mind the other title for this Sunday: “World Day of
Prayer for Vocations.” Where are the priests? Why do we not have more? Is God no
longer calling men for the priesthood? I think not. I tend to think that because we have
surrounded ourselves with so many other activities, professions, etc, and because
success, today, is equated with how much money we make, we then pursue and
encourage other professions rather than that of the Priesthood or religious life.

Today is not a day to regret the shortage of priests and religious and merely pray to God
to fill the gaps. It is, rather, a day for all of us to realize a vocation is always more than a
job, more than something that puts food on the table and a roof over our heads. A job
can be done without interior motive, without recourse to prayer. A vocation, on the other
hand, can only be lived out of one’s relationship with God. A vocation cannot be
accomplished by human effort alone, but requires divine grace. A vocation is a life work
chosen as a response to God's call. Marriage, as a sacrament, is a vocation. Parenthood,
priesthood, religious life, and all forms of ministry be they in the medical field, teaching,
or anything we do are calls by God to a specific walk in life.

On Mother’s Day, let us acknowledge the truth that we have two mothers: our earthly
mother and our Heavenly Mother, the Mother of Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church
presents her as the supreme model for all mothers.

Let us show our love and appreciation for both of our mothers and let us ask our
Heavenly Mother to take care of our earthly mothers.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY 11!
Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Fourth Sunday of Easter - (C)

(WORLD DAY FOR PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS)
Mother’s Day

’ Entrance Antiphon
- The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord

the heavens were made, alleluia.
1% Reading Acts 13:14, 43-52 q

have set you to be a light for the Gentiles.

Psalm 100:1-2, 3,5

We are God’s people, the sheep of his flock.

2"d Reading Revelation 7:9, 14-17

The Lamb will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of
the water of life.

Acclamation !1
am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine.
now me. Q
Gospel John 10:27-30

give my sheep eternal life.

willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Communion Antiphon !
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and‘

Lectionary Spirituality

I
Sts. Paul and Barnabas visited many of the synagogues on their journey
and proclaimed Jesus in all of them. Many were open to their words,
especially the Gentiles who were ‘God-fearers’. But there was a
acklash; some felt threatened and drove Paul and Barnabas out. Some
ill always be open to the proclaimed word, but many more will turn
way. But we move on and continue the work. The vision of a vast
multitude from every nation and tongue reveals the all-encompassin
universality of God, who embraces all of humanity. This vision shoul
‘prevent us from having a narrow or possessive understanding of God
Jesus insisted that His sheep know Him and recognise His voice. They
follow Him and obey His teachings and commandments. Jesus protects
’them and reveals Himself to them. Jesus then proclaimed that He and
the Father are one; they were in perfect harmony, and to encounter
Jesus is to meet the Father too. Hearing the voice of Jesus is more than}

merely going to church - it is a deep and personal relationship. Do we
hear His voice? Do we follow where He leads?
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. On this Good Shepherd Sunday, in your fam|ly praye please pray for

vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, especially for our Archdiocese.

. Catholic Women’s Guild is organizing Easter and Mother’s Day Celebrations at

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Hall on Thursday, 5th May 2022 from 11:30 onwards.
Entry is by a Ticket. Please see the Church Notice Board for details.

. We are starting the Traditional Easter House Blessing from Monday, May Sth

2022. Since the whole Parish has to be covered, therefore, kindly wait for your
turn.

. Admissions are open in St. Anthony’s High School (Afternoon Shift) for Lower

Nursery till Class V. Last date to collect admission Forms is Monday, 9th May,‘
2022. For details please see the Church Notice Board.

. The First Meeting of the Pastoral Care Ministry to the Sick is on Tuesday, May ‘

10th 2022 at 7pm in the Parish Hall.

. Admissions are open at St. Joseph’s College for Women for Associate Degree

Programme (Bachelors) in sessions (AD.A, AD.Com and AD.Sc.). Forms will be
available from 10" May 2022.

. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on

May 14th and 15th, 2022. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give
joyfully and generally.

. The A-Team of our Parish is organizing Dinner for Mothers in connection with

Mother’s Day with games and fun on Sunday 22" May 2022 on the Church
Ground from 7:30pm to 11pm. For details please contact the A-Team Members.

. We are reviving the Legion of Mary in our Parish. Catholic women, men, girls

and boys who feel that Mother Mary is calling them to do something in the
Church, please contact Margaret Mendes, Angeline Francis and Florence
Nadeem.

10. Kindly cooperate with the Church Security Group and the Ushers who are\

Ly

there to guide and help you. Please avoid standing at the doors of the Church.
Happy Mother’s Day to all our Mothers - those with us, those who cannot b’

with us physically and those that have gone before us to the eternal realm !

The Parish is offering you a SOUVENIR. Please do not forget to take it with you! ‘

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 40,350
Tuesday Collection Rs. 83,690
Next Sunday
Fifth Sunday of Easter

1%' Reading Acts 14:21-27 0
They called the church together and related all that God had done with them.
Psalm 145:8-13
I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.
2" Reading Revelation 21:1-5 0
God will wipe every tear from their eyes. 0

Acclamation
I give you a new commandment: lpve one another as I have loved you.
Gospel Johnj131,31-35

o.
I give yoﬁ ne“mandmen t ou love on?ﬁen . ‘ ; o °
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