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My Dear Parishioners,

Today's Gospel reading begins a long section unique to St. Luke's Gospel. Jesus
Christ begins his journey to Jerusalem, which will end with his ministry in
Jerusalem.

We read that immediately Christ Jesus is met with rejection, as a Samaritan village
will not receive him because he is going to Jerusalem. There was animosity
between Samaritans who worshiped on Mount Gerazim and Jews who worshiped in
Jerusalem. Jesus was also rejected as he began his ministry in Galilee in Chapter 4.
And he will be rejected for the last time when he reaches Jerusalem. James and
John want to call down fire from heaven to destroy the people in the village, but
Jesus Christ rebukes them and moves on. There is often the temptation to use
violence to achieve right. Jesus has come to break this temptation.

The rest of today's reading is about the radical demands of discipleship. The three
people who volunteer to become disciples on this journey show that they do not
understand the demands Jesus will make of them. Neither care of self, care for the
dead, nor care of one's family can come before the demands of discipleship. Jesus
reminds the first volunteer, who would go wherever Jesus goes, that animals in the
wild have more security than do Jesus and his followers. The second, who wants to
bury a parent, is reminded that the demands of proclaiming the Kingdom of God
take precedence. And the third, who wants to say farewell to his family, is
reminded that once you put your hand to the plough you cannot look back or the
furrow will be crooked.

Jesus seems harsh here, but he is only asking of his disciples what he asks of
himself. Jesus' unconditional commitment to God's saving work will demand of him
his life. He knows this, but the disciples do not understand. Jesus does not want
anyone to rush into discipleship, because the demands of discipleship require
everyone considering it to be aware of the cost, make Jesus and his mission central
to his life, and then go forward without looking back.

Today's message to us from God is that in true discipleship, there is no turning
back. There is no turning back to the worldly ways. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we
are expected to continuously move forward by growing in our spiritual lives
through the grace of God the Father and the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit in
the Most Holy Name of Jesus.

This week, let us consider this truth according to our callings, be it the religious
life, the matrimonial life or the single life. Are we spiritually growing in our
callings?

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)
Entrance Antiphon
All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy!
15t Reading 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21
Elisha set out, followed Elijah, serving him.
Psalm 16:1-2,5,7-11
You are my inheritance, O Lord.
2"Y Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-18
You were called to freedom.
Acclamation
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening, you have the words of
everlasting life.
Gospel Luke 9:51-62
Jesus set his face resolutely toward Jerusalem.
Communion Antiphon
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name.

Lectionary Spirituality

As Jesus resolutely makes his way to Jerusalem, we follow him
faithfully. But along the way, we may be distracted like the disciples
and those who wish to follow him. We may want revenge on
those who mistreat us, just like James and John desire to call down
fire to burn up the Samaritans who are unfriendly towards them.

Or we hope that following Jesus will be a smooth and easy journey.
But Jesus says, the Son of Man has nowhere to lay down his head
to rest. The journey will not be smooth sailing. Even for those who
have things to settle — burying the dead and saying goodbye to
their loved ones, Jesus is saying that following him comes first, that
should be the priority. Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one
who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God. Jesus emphasises that
the journey needs resoluteness and looking ahead, not looking
backwards.

Can we also be like Elisha, who slaughtered his oxen and burned
his plough to give up his attachments and move forward to follow
Elijah? We have decided to follow Jesus. Let us be serious and look
ahead in our journey of faith. We must let go of things that we are
overly attached to be freer to follow Jesus.
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Announcements
. Rev. Fr. Arthur Charles, Parish Priest and the priests of the parish, would like to
extend their utmost gratitude to every Member of the Mela Organizing Committee
for the hard work demonstrated pre and post Food & Fun Fair 2022. Our heartfelt
appreciations and recognition goes to Mr. Peter Mendes who as the Head of the
Mela Committee showed his relentless efforts to make this Mela an historic event.
He has set new trends and has created many new records in the history of St.
Anthony’s Parish Melas. May God our heavenly Father continue to bless him and all
of you!
. We congratulate five new priests, very specially Rev. Fr. Eliazar Shazad who were
Ordained on the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus - June 24" 2022, for the
Archdiocese of Karachi. May they remain faithful to Jesus Christ. Please keep all of
them in your prayers and thank them for their service to the Church.
. On Friday, 1st July, 2022 at 5:00pm there will be Holy Hour, Benediction and
Novena Prayers in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy
Mass.
. On Saturday 2nd July 2022 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at
Stella Maris Church. It will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary,
the Holy Mass followed by Benediction.
. The Goinkars’ Own Academy is having a fun night of Konkani Music, followed by
Dinner on Friday, July 8" 2022. For invites for the GOAFEST2022 Parishioners of
St. Anthony’s Parish kindly contact Agnes Fernandes, Bella Coelho, Elizabeth Pinto
and Nolasco Moniz.
. Member of Helping-Hands are arranging Family Picnic for Parishioners of St.
Anthony’s Parish and their Christian Friends on Saturday, gth July 2022. For
information and tickets please contact members of Helping-Hands Group.
. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on July
9™ and 10™, 2022. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully
and generally.
. Please keep the Catechists Pastoral Workers of the Archdiocese of Karachi in your
prayers. They will be having a week-long Retreat at the Minor Seminary starting
from Monday, July 11.
. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable food items for the
needy people of our Parish. May the Lord bless the donors!

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 38,640
Tuesday Collection Rs. 46,830
Next Sunday

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading Isaiah 66:10-14

Jerusalem will enjoy peace, like a flowing river.

Psalm 66:1-3 -7, 16,20

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

2" Reading Galatians 6: 14-18

I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.

Acclamation

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his message live within you.
Gospel Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

Your peace will find a home with those who are at peace.
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