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My Dear Parishioners,
The readings for 14th Sunday remind that God comforts us, even in difficult
times. In the First Reading we hear that God provides for us in abundance. In
the Second Reading St. Paul encourages us to rejoice in the cross, for we are
united with Jesus Christ. In the Gospel Jesus Christ tells us that discipleship will
involve work and even rejection, but he also tells us to rejoice in our labour.
Today's Gospel begins immediately after the final verse in last Sunday's Gospel.
After strong language about the difficulties of discipleship, Jesus Christ
immediately appoints 72 people to go ahead of him to every town and place he
plans to visit, proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is at hand.

This mission account communicates a sense of the spirituality that should
accompany the proclamation of the Kingdom. While the instructions Jesus gives
the missionaries cannot, in most respects, translate literally into our own
situation today, his central message, bearing upon spiritual practice, has a
lasting relevance.

The instruction suggests that for the most part the world is not going to give a

friendly response to the Gospel. The presupposition behind this, as behind Christ g

Jesus’ mission generally, is that the world has largely fallen out of the hand of
God into the grip of spiritual forces, hostile to God and to the true interests of
human beings. The missionaries, therefore, do not operate on benign or even
neutral ground. They are being sent out into territory that has to be wrested
from the grip of the enemy. Hence the stress upon successful exorcisms in the
disciples’ exultant report on their return and the mysterious words of Jesus
Christ stating that he had watched Satan fall like lightning from heaven. He had
seen a heavenly reflection of the battle and being waged on earth and its
victorious outcome.

The missionaries are to go out very lightly clad and taking no provisions for the
journey. This means that they will have to run the risk of relying on what
hospitality they find.

Hence, today’s scripture readings challenge any easy assumption on the part of
followers of Jesus Christ that they can be casual about living by the values
prevailing in the world around them. If we simply drift in the strong current of
those values and the forces behind them, we shall surely drift away from the
Gospel and the hope it holds out; we shall not be part of the radical new
creation that God is calling into being through the cross of Jesus. As the old
slogan goes, Christianity is comforting but not comfortable!!!
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Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)

Entrance Antiphon
Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst of your
temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of the
earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice.

15* Reading Isaiah 66:10-14

Jerusalem will enjoy peace, like a flowing river.

Psalm 66:1-3 -7, 16,20

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

2"4 Reading Galatians 6: 14-18

I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.

Acclamation

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his
message live within you.

Gospel Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

Your peace will find a home with those who are at peace.

Communion Antiphon

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man who seeks
refuge in him.
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discipleship. God is actively present in the here and now, transforming the
hearts and minds of people eager and ready to accept Jesus as their Saviour.
“The harvest is rich”, but there is a shortage of workers. As baptised
Christians, we are invited to respond generously to the mission of Jesus with
a sense of urgency and single-mindedness. Thus, salvation, with the blessing
of peace and mercy, becomes a reality in our lives. This is the Kingdom of
God. Jesus admits that sending us out on a mission to establish the reign of
God in human hearts is both challenging and risk-taking. However, we are
encouraged to stay focused and grow in the virtues of humility, obedience
and trust in divine providence. Discipleship entails self-sacrifice of earthly
pleasure and comfort, fame and recognition, to give space for God to act in
and through us to overcome the power of evil and radiate to God’s peace and
joy as we embrace our vulnerabilities in total dependence on God. Besides,
we are called to take a proactive response of non-violence in handling harsh
reality and negativity like ridicule, insults or persecution that come along the
way. The disciples are made into a new creation by the Cross of Christ, which
St. Paul boasts in the Second Reading. Like the imagery of a mother
comforting her child, in Isaiah 66, God will empower his disciples and nourish
us with the Word of God and the sacraments through the Church.

o TR N~/ B S/ b AP o/

Today’s Gospel speaks about the challenges, difficulties and rewards on




Announcements
. The Goinkars’ Own Academy is having a fun night of Konkani Music,
followed by Dinner on Friday, July 8th 2022. For invites for the
GOAFEST2022 Parishioners of St. Anthony’s Parish kindly contact
Agnes Fernandes, Bella Coelho, Elizabeth Pinto and Nolasco Moniz.
2.Member of Helping-Hands are arranging Family Picnic for
Parishioners of St. Anthony’s Parish and their Christian Friends on
Saturday, 9th July 2022. For information and tickets please contact
members of Helping-Hands Group.
.A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent
de Paul on July 9th and 10th, 2022. It is used for needy people of
our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generally.
4,Please keep the Catechists Pastoral Workers of the Archdiocese of
Karachi in your prayers. They will be having a week-long Retreat at
the Minor Seminary starting from Monday, July 11.
.Archdiocese of Karachi is arranging its Annual Vocation
Discernment Programme from 18th July to 20th July 2022. It will
be held at St. Pius X Seminary, Karachi. Those candidates who
have completed their Matric OR 'O’ Levels and belong to good
Catholic families and are actively involved in the Parish Life, who
are interested in Spiritual Matters and have sincere desire to join
the priesthood may contact the Parish Office.
6.The A-Team - Father’s Day Event has been postponed due to the
weather conditions.
7. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable
food items for the needy people of our Parish. May the Lord bless
the donors!

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 41,240
Tuesday Collection Rs. 70,910

Next Sunday

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1t Reading Deuteronomy 30:10-14

God’s word is very near to you, that you may observe it.

Psalm 69:13, 16, 29 -30, 32-33, 35-36

Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

2"d Reading Colossians 1: 15-20

In Christ, all things in heaven and on earth were created.

Acclamation

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; you have the words of everlasting life.
Gospel Luke 10: 25-37

Who is my neighbour?
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