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Actions speak louder than words. let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua
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Sixthteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C) | July 17, 2022 | 129/2022 - 21-20

My Dear Parishioners, '
The readings for this Sunday are focused on hospitality. In the First Reading
- Abraham and Sarah welcome the Lord in the form of three strangers and are
promised a child. The Psalm tells us treat others with kindness and justice. In the
Second Reading St. Paul tells us that we are one in Christ Jesus. In the Gospel we
hear of when Jesus visited Martha and Mary. Martha is working to get a meal ready
and becomes frustrated with Mary, who is spending her time listening to Jesus.
Today’s Gospel presents us with a bit of challenge. This challenge lies in Christ
Jesus’ response to Martha: “"You worry about so many things, and yet, few are
needed. Mary has chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her.” There
is a strong tendency to think that Jesus Christ was against taking care of the
material needs of our guests.
However, it is simply a call to set our priorities right. Perhaps, Jesus Christ felt that
it was not enough for Martha to have welcomed him to her house. Maybe, she
should have first paid more attention to His message before any other thing. An
- essential part of hospitality is paying attention to people. At times, what people
% need from us are not just material things but our attention.
Today, it is obvious that most of us have misplaced our priorities in life. This is
despite the fact that we labour much in the house of God. Hence the saying that:
. “One has time for the work of God, but no time for God the owner of the work.”
Many of us are so distracted today by too many social and material activities that
we hardly have time for any spiritual reflection.
In some of our families, we pay attention to every mundane issue and need.
However, we pay little or no attention to the spiritual growth of the members of our
families. We have time for social activities but little or no time for praying together
- or studying the Word of God together.
We need to cement our relationship with Jesus Christ by sitting close to him as a
family, and by paying attention to what he has to say to us. Christ needs our
attention because he has something new to teach us every day. He wants to spend
some quality time with us each day. So, we must not allow anything to prevent us
from welcoming him or taking away our attention from his presence. He wants us
to live in his presence all the time. Hence, the Psalmist reminds us today that: “The
just will live in the presence of the Lord!”
To sum-up, the Church once again reminds us of the importance of hospitality. It is
a Christian virtue and our duty towards others. She also reminds us of the need to
pay attention to Jesus Christ, our Guest. Most importantly, we are advised not to
pay more attention to material things than to spiritual things!
‘ Arthur Charles
Parish Priest



S A BN BB JEn BN Vi, g
g
»

|

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)

Entrance Antiphon
See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to
you with willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

1t Reading Genesis 18:1-10a
. Abraham said, "Lord, do not pass by your servant.”

"Psalm 15:1-5

~ The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

“2"! Reading Colossians 1: 24-28

I am making known the mystery hidden throughout the ages, now

“revealed to his saints.

Acclamation

' Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and yield

a harvest through perseverance.

»Gospel Luke 10: 38-42

Martha welcomes Jesus into her home. “"Mary has chosen the better part.”

' Communion Antiphon
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial of his wonders;
)/he gives food to those who fear him.
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Lectionary Spirituality

t The story, in the Book of Genesis, is based on the common custom among the

>/

people who live in the desert of offering hospitality to strangers. In the figure of
three strangers, Yahweh appears at the place where Abraham had pitched his
tent. The story’s setting is the terebinths of Mamre, an ancient religious site
where a single holy tree had grown "“since time immemorial”. It is a sacred
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" place that is very appropriate for a divine visitation. Abraham greets the °

strangers respectfully and serves his guests as a good host. Sarah is not
+_present in the tent since the women did not eat with the men. After the meal,
" the strangers ask a question about Sarah that could only have caused a shock

. to Abraham and Sarah. The question, however, serves as an introduction to the .

“announcement of the birth of Abraham’s long-awaited descendant. Because of

~ Abraham'’s adherence to God’s command, God’s promise to him will now come

' others’ needs may not be love without prayer.
i ™

to fulfilment. In the Gospel passage, another story of providing hospitality is
mentioned. Surely, Martha should have been praised for her practical service to

+~Jesus? But here, Jesus challenges her to consider her priorities. The Gospel is

not limited to loving service to others, no matter how important that is.

_Christian discipleship is, first and foremost, personal adherence to Jesus. There

must be a time to listen to His "Word"”. Therefore, devotion to Jesus is the “one
thing required”. This relationship shows itself in loving service, but care for
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Announcements

. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for
their generous contribution of Rs. 21,680 towards the second collection held on July 9th
and 10th, 2022.

. Archdiocese of Karachi is arranging its Annual Vocation Discernment Programme from
18th July to 20th July 2022. It will be held at St. Pius X Seminary, Karachi. Those
candidates who have completed their Matric OR 'O’ Levels and belong to good Catholic
families and are actively involved in the Parish Life, who are interested in Spiritual Matters
and have sincere desire to join the priesthood may contact the Parish Office.

. The Helping Hands Group will be having Tombola Evening on Saturday, 23rd July 2022 at
7:30pm in the Parish Hall.

. Members of A-Team will be having Bake Sale on Sunday, 24th July from 8am to 12 noon
in the Church premises.

. The Mass is the community at worship, the greatest form of prayer. Get to Church early
for Mass. If you are late, do not disturb those who came early; don‘t squeeze yourself into
a full pew, check for free space. Do not spend the Mass time on your gadgets. Mass time
is not the best period to give food and snack to children. Do not allow them litter the
Church either during or after the Mass. Do not allow the children play with our Hymn
Books and Bibles. Pick up what they drop before you leave. Receive Communion with
reverence; it is the Body of Christ. This is a house of worship - show due respect.

. Please note that ‘Parish Support Card’ is one of the components which show your
Affiliation and Registration with the Parish. The minimum Monthly Amount is Rs. 200
however, if anyone wishes to give more, it will be highly appreciated. Kindly, send your
Parish Support Card on monthly basis. If anyone of you has not given the prescribed
amount, please update it soon.

. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic necessities
of food. You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by donating basic essentials
preferably rice, lentils, tea, milk powder and cooking oil. These items can be offered
during all Masses or you can put them in Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the
Church. We thank you in advance for your generosity.

. Kindly cooperate with the Church Security Group and the Ushers who are there to guide
and help you. Please DO NOT stand at the doors of the Church.

Gratitude

Sunday Collection Rs. 37,710
Tuesday Collection Rs. 42,040

Next Sunday
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading Genesis 18:20-21, 23-32

Do not be angry, O Lord, if I speak.

Psalm 138:1-3,6-8

Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

2"! Reading Colossians 2: 6-14

God made us alive with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses.
Acclamation

You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s children, and in that Spirit we call God

our Father.
Gospel Luke 11: 1-13
Ask, and you will receive.
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