


Actions speak louder than words. let your words teach and your actions speak: St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,

| The readings of this Sunday encourage us to pray and ask God for good things. In the
First Reading Abraham asks God to spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. The Psalm
¢ sings "Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me." In the Second Reading St.
Paul reminds us that we have been set free and forgiven in Christ Jesus. In the Gospel
Jesus Christ teaches his disciples the “Our Father” and encourages them to be
I persistent in prayer.
St. Luke gives more attention to Jesus Christ's teachings on prayer than any other
| Gospel writer. He also mentions Jesus at prayer more than the others. In today's
reading, from the beginning of Chapter 11 of his Gospel, St. Luke presents the core of
i Jesus Christ's teaching on prayer. It consists of Jesus teaching a prayer to his disciples,
. a parable on the persistent neighbour, and assurances that God hears our prayers.
I St. Luke's version seems simple and direct. We pray that God’s name will be recognized
. as holy and that his rule over all will be established. This is followed by petitions for
our needs for bread, for forgiveness, and for deliverance. St. Luke uses the more
' theological language of “sins” rather than "“debts,” which is used in St. Matthew's
version.
Having taught his disciples a simple, daily prayer, Jesus Christ goes on to reassure
them that God answers prayers. First he tells a parable about a persistent neighbour
I  who asks a friend for bread at midnight. The friend is already in bed and has no desire
to disturb his family by opening the door. But because the neighbour is persistent, the
sleeping man gets up and gives him all that he needs. If a neighbour is willing to help
us if we are persistent enough, how could God not respond to our requests?
' This teaching concludes with the reminder that if we seek, we will get a response. If a
human father, with all his faults, knows how to give good gifts to his children, how
much more will our heavenly Father give us? Instead of good gifts, however, St. Luke
. substitutes the word Holy Spirit. This foreshadows the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is
central to St. Luke’s theology and who will play an important role in the growth of the
¢ early Church after Pentecost.
The parable and the concluding teaching in this section should not lead us to think of
| prayer as a series of requests presented to God. Rather, as Jesus Christ teaches in his
model prayer, prayer consists in recognizing God's holiness and his rule over all things.
I Today, Jesus Christ teaches us that prayer is a necessary tool for us. All we need is to
be persistent, patient, and humble. It is quiet unfortunate that most of us do not tarry
and travail in prayer, yet we want mountains to be moved on our behalf. The reason is
i simple, we have lost faith in prayer and consequently in God!
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)
Entrance Antiphon

God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his
house; he himself gives might and strength to his people.

1°* Reading Genesis 18:20-21, 23-32

Do not be angry, O Lord, if I speak.

Psalm 138:1-3,6-8

Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
2"4 Reading Colossians 2: 6-14

God made us alive with him, when he forgave us all our
trespasses.

Acclamation

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits.
Gospel Luke 11: 1-13

Ask, and you will receive.

Lectionary Spirituality

In the narratives of the Holy Bible, apart from the events described,
there is teaching for us about how we should behave. God says
about Sodom and Gomorrah: “I propose to go down and see
whether or not they have done what is alleged in the outcry against
them.”

Since God does not immediately believe every sin or fault alleged
against someone but requires further investigation, that is a model
for us to follow, if we wish to be persons concerned with justice
after the manner of God’s own heart. When Pope Francis was
elected, almost immediately, there were accusations against him,
some of them published in what are supposed to be reputable,
serious, and responsible newspapers.

A reputable Catholic journalist has investigated the accusations and
revealed that the accusers took some ideas that suited them and
ignored many details that changed the whole perspective.

As a Jesuit, Pope Francis is committed to the faith, which does
justice. It is not enough to believe: we must ensure that our faith
influences every aspect of our lives, ensuring that all we do is just
and helps create a more just society.
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Announcements

1. The Annual Retreat for the Catechists of the Archdiocese was postponed due to
weather conditions. The new dates are announced - that is from Monday, 25
July to Friday 29" July 2022. Please keep Catechists of our Parish and all others
in your daily prayers.

2. There will be an important meeting for all the Faith Formation Teachers on
Saturday, July 30%, 2022 at 7:30pm at the Parish Hall. Please make sure that
you are present for this meeting.

3. The Mass is the community at worship, the greatest form of prayer. Get to
Church early for Mass. If you are late, do not disturb those who came early;
don't squeeze yourself into a full pew, check for free space. Do not spend the

Mass time on your gadgets. Mass time is not the best period to give food and
snack to children. Do not allow them litter the Church either during or after the
Mass. Do not allow the children play with our Hymn Books and Bibles. Pick up
what they drop before you leave. Receive Communion with reverence; it is the
Body of Christ. This is a house of worship - show due respect.

4. Please note that ‘Parish Support Card’ is one of the components which show
your Affiliation and Registration with the Parish. The minimum Monthly Amount
is Rs. 200 however, if anyone wishes to give more, it will be highly appreciated.
Kindly, send your Parish Support Card on monthly basis. If anyone of you has
not given the prescribed amount, please update it soon.

5. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic
necessities of food. You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by
donating basic essentials preferably rice, lentils, tea, milk powder and cooking
oil. These items can be offered during all Masses or you can put them in Boxes
kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank you in advance for your
generosity.

6. Kindly cooperate with the Church Security Group and the Ushers who are there
to guide and help you. Please DO NOT stand at the doors of the Church.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 48,230
Tuesday Collection Rs. 73,590

Next Sunday
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1°* Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

What do mortals gain from a life of toil and strain?

Psalm 90:3-6, 12-13, 14,17

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

2" Reading Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

Seek the things that are above, where Christ reigns.
Acclamation

Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Gospel Luke 12:13-21

_All these thinds you have prepared, whose will they be?
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