


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Par:shloners,

The Sacred Liturgy of this Sunday encourages us to fight against evil by following

the footsteps of Jesus Christ, who came to bring “fire” upon the earth in order to

purify, transform, and save us from the perils that afflict us.

In the First Reading, the prophet Jeremiah suffered grave injustice for the sake of

the message he preached. He became a man of dissension for all the land where he

preached. This was because his message was so discomforting to the leaders. So,
their best option was to conspire and get rid of him.

Although they succeeded for a while, God proved that he was a mighty Saviour. He

did not allow him to perish. Instead, at his own time and in his way, God came to

his aid. The Psalmist testifies: "I waited and waited for the Lord, and he heard my

cry.” The Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews encourages us to keep
running steadily. We are to “focus on Jesus, the author of our faith.” This reading

. encourages us to emulate Jesus Christ’s zeal and courage during difficult moments

. in life. Hence, in the face of opposition, we must be firm.

The Gospel of today has left many wondering what Jesus Christ means by bringing

“fire and division upon the earth.” This is because we call him the Prince of Peace

and the one who unites. Unfortunately, some have employed this passage in a very

literal and negative manner. However, one needs the guidance of the Holy Spirit to
understand what the Lord wishes to communicate to us.

The Gospel reminds us of some events in the Old Testament where the fire came

into play. God used fire and brimstone to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen

19:24). God used fire and hailstorm to punish the Egyptians for their stubbornness

(Ex 9:3). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to consume fifty soldiers

(2 Kings 1:9-17) and his sacrifice (1 Kings 18: 38).

Does Christ Jesus want to destroy us with this same fire? No, the fire that he brings

is different. It is the fire of the Holy Spirit, which purifies our souls from evil and

saves us. Hence, Jesus Christ reassures us of his willingness to continue the work
of salvation which he started in us. He plans to achieve this through continuous
purification. The fire he wishes to bring is that which is very positive and objective.

It is for our purification and the consumption of the debris and fabrics of inordinate

attachments, immorality, injustice, and corruption in our lives.

y May the fire spoken of by Jesus be the spark of love in our hearts. At times, it is a
fire that illuminates our minds with new insights and transforms us. At times, it
becomes a driving energy as we face the hurdles of life as a fire within us to stretch
ourselves. At times it is the solitary light burning at the end of the tunnel!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Entrance Antiphon

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face of your
anointed one, one day within your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere.

15t Reading Jeremiah 38:1-2,4-6, 8-10

I was born, a man of strife and contention, for the whole land!

Psalm 40:1-3, 17

Lord, come to my aid!

2"? Reading Hebrews 12:1-4

With perseverance, let us run the race that is set before us.
Acclamation

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they
follow me.

Gospel Luke 12:49-53

I did not come for your tranquillity, but rather for division.
Communion Antiphon

With the Lord there is mercy; in him is plentiful redemption.

Lectionary Spirituality

In today’s Gospel, it seems like Jesus is feeling disappointment, and His
distress is great. He wishes the fire is already blazing, but it is not. He
hopes to bring peace on earth, but the division is in-fighting within families
due to faith in His name. It would have been like Jeremiah, in the first
reading, being thrown into the well, sinking into the mud. There seems to
be no hope. Sometimes we feel this way in our faith journey —frustrations,
distress, despair, etc. Like the psalmist, we can cry, “Lord, come to my
aid!” We hope in the Lord. We trust in God, who can save us. As the
psalmist prays, God can draw me “from the deadly pit, from the miry
clay.” Jeremiah is finally pulled out of the well on the king’s order. Indeed,
this goes against the wishes of his plotters. The author of Hebrews also
encourages us, "With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of
us, ... keep running steadily in the race we have started. Let us not lose
sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection.”
Despite these let-downs, let us persevere in our faith; we strive with hope
and focus on the Lord Jesus. We pray for the courage and strength to
continue running in the race “for the sake of the joy which is still in the
future.” (Heb 12:2). Jesus had endured the cross, disregarding the
shamefulness of it. We, too, can persist in it like Jesus.
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Announcements

1. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul.
It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generously.

2. In order to prepare for the Annual Festival of Our Lady of Good Health, the
coordinators of Parish Groups and anyone who is interested in it are requested to
attend a meeting on Saturday, 20th August 2022 at 7:30 in the Parish Hall.

3. The Filipino Community of St. Anthony Parish, together with Sr. Anne will be doing
an OUTREACH ACTIVITY at St. Vincent de Paul Home for the Elderly on the 9th
October 2022. As part of their Fundraising activity, there will be a stall to sell
various items outside the Church every Sunday beginning 21st August 2022.

4. From Monday, August 29" 2022, the 11-day Annual Festival of Our Lady of Good
Health will start at 12 noon with the blessing and hoisting of Our Lady’s Flag with
the Procession carrying Our Blessed Mother in a PALKHI leading to the Grotto with
the recitation of the Holy Rosary and Inaugural Prayers. Please maintain religious
atmosphere and follow instructions.

The Special Novena to Our Lady of Good Health will be prayed after the Evening
Mass in different languages starting from Tuesday, 30th August, 2022.

5. The Parish Priest and Faith Formation Group of St. Anthony’s Church would like to
congratulate Ms. Erum Gonsalves on being elected as the new Co-coordinator for
the Group. She takes on this position for the next three years. We would also like to
thank Ms. Sabrina Lobo who served as the Coordinator with 8 years of hard and
dedicated work for the group; we wish her success in all her future endeavours.

6. The parents who wish to enrol their children for Basic Catechism Classes, First Holy
Communion Classes and Pre-Confirmation 1 & 2 Classes are requested to please
visit the Parish Office to register the candidates by fulfilling the prerequisites. The
date for regular classes will be announced later. Please give your full support to the
Faith Formation Teachers.

7. Admissions are open in St. Anthony’s High School (Afternoon Shift). For information
and details please contact the School Office.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 41,480
Tuesday Collection Rs. 64,070

Next Sunday
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

1%t Reading Isaiah 66:18-21

All your kindred, from all nations, will be brought to the Lord.
Psalm 117:1-2

Go out to all the world and tell the good news.

2"? Reading Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

The Lord disciplines those whom he loves.

Acclamation

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the
Father, except through me.

Gospel Luke 13:22-30

People will come from east and west, and will eat in the kingdom of God.
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