


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
The readings for this Sunday help us consider who can be saved. In the First
Reading we learn that God desires to draw all people to Him. In the Second Reading
St. Paul encourages us to stay on the straight paths. In the Gospel Jesus Christ tells
us that we must strive to reach heaven. It is not easy!

In today’s Gospel from St. Luke, Jesus Christ is approached by a fellow Jew who
raises a question about the number of those who will be saved: ‘Sir, will there be
only a few saved’ - not a question that Christ Jesus was likely to answer. However,
as with other questions of this kind, it provides him with an opportunity to clarify
the nature of God’s Kingdom. This Kingdom does not operate by the standards of
the world. It is not who you know that matters, nor the number of brownie points
you may have amassed that will impress God.

In all probability the man who put the question to Jesus was convinced that only
members of the Jewish race would be saved, and that, even among them, only
those who were law abiding. The Pharisees with their strict observance of the
Mosaic Law would be first to gain entry. Gentiles would have had no chance, while
sinners, prostitutes, and the rabble who knew nothing of the Law, would have had
little hope. In his response to the question put to him, Jesus Christ warns his
listeners not to take their status as ‘heirs to God’s kingdom’ for-granted. They may
be in for an unpleasant surprise when they knock at the door of the banquet hall
and find themselves turned out while people they least expected are given entry.
Do not be surprised, warns Jesus Christ, to find that ‘there are those now last who
will be first, and those now first who will be last’.

We are also reminded that we cannot take our faith for granted and we have to
make the effort to be faithful to God, in real and concrete actions and not just
through mere lip service only. We have to be genuinely faithful and active in living
out our Christian lives so that in all things we will always ever be worthy, and we
will draw ever closer to God, to His grace and love. God has always patiently
extended His loving hands to us, to reach out to us and embrace us, and it is really
now up to us to accept His generous and compassionate mercy, and it is up to us to
make a commitment to follow Him.

May the Lord, our most loving God, continue to guide us all and bless us in our
every endeavours, our every good works and efforts to serve him and to glorify him
by our lives. May our lives and actions be ever exemplary and bring inspiration to
each other so that we may strengthen and inspire each other to walk ever more
faithfully in God’s presence, distancing ourselves from sin and from the temptations
to sin. May God be with us always, now and forevermore. Amen!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)
Entrance Antiphon

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me,; save the servant who trusts in
you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day

long.

15 Reading Isaiah 66:18-21

All your kindred, from all nations, will be brought to the Lord.
Psalm 117:1-2

Go out to all the world and tell the good news.

2" Reading Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

The Lord disciplines those whom he loves.

Acclamation

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to
the Father, except through me.

Gospel Luke 13:22-30

People will come from east and west, and will eat in the kingdom of

God.

Communion Antiphon

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring
forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.

Lectionary Spirituality

What does it feel like to be disciplined by God? Once, a young man was
looking forward to his first- ever strip tease show in the evening. However,
he skidded on his speed bike and gashed his forehead during the day. Later
he acknowledged that through the accident, it was clear that God did not
want him to go for the show and had disciplined him for his unholy desire.
The writer to the Hebrews reminds us that God does indeed “correct ...
reprimand ... punish ..” (vv 5-6). Why? Because “the Lord trains the ones
that He loves”; all those that God acknowledges as His children (v 6). Thus,
the disciplinary sufferings bind us to God in a Father-child relationship. So let
us not forget that we are God's children; let us not treat God’s correction
lightly, and let us not get discouraged when God reprimands us (v 5). What's
the goal of God’s training of us through correction, reproof and punishment?
It is that we become holy like God. It is God’s responsible love and
commitment to us as our Heavenly Father that God allows us to suffer the
consequences of divine discipline. When we can understand this, then we will
not feel resentful but will repent of our sins and move on to committing
ourselves to live holy lives. And more than that, we will grow steadily from
weakness to strength (v 13); and live inspiring lives in the long run.
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Announcements

1. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for
their generous contribution of Rs. 43,130 towards the second collection held on August
13th and 14th, 2022.

2. The Filipino Community of St. Anthony Parish, together with Sr. Anne will be doing an
OUTREACH ACTIVITY at St. Vincent de Paul Home for the Elderly on the 9th October
2022. As part of their Fundraising activity, there will be a stall to sell various items
outside the Church every Sunday beginning from today.

3. From Monday, August 29th 2022, the 11-day Annual Festival of Our Lady of Good
Health will start at 11;30 noon with the blessing and hoisting of Our Lady’s Flag with
the Procession carrying Our Blessed Mother in a PALKHI leading to the Grotto with the
recitation of the Holy Rosary and Inaugural Prayers. Please maintain religious
atmosphere and follow instructions.

4. The Special Novena to Our Lady of Good Health will be prayed after the Evening Mass
in different languages starting from Tuesday, 30th August, 2022.

5. The parents who wish to enrol their children for Basic Catechism Classes, First Holy
Communion Classes and Pre-Confirmation 1 & 2 Classes are requested to please visit
the Parish Office to register the candidates by fulfilling the prerequisites. The Last date
for Registration is Saturday, 3rd September 2022. Regular classes will start from
Saturday, 10th September, 2022.

6. Admissions are open in St. Anthony’s High School (Afternoon Shift). For information
and details please contact the School Office.

7. We invite practicing Catholic Faithful from our Parish to give their names at the Parish
Office latest by Saturday, 3rd September 2022 to join the Faith Formation Group.
Those who will fulfill the required qualifications will be eligible to be part of the Group.

8. This is to inform the sad passing away of MAURICE COUTINHO on August 16, 2022 at
his home in Canada. He was husband of Clarina, father of Richard, Terence and (Late)
Derrick, Father-in-law of Cheryl and Luella. Brother of Late Norbert, Justin, Victor, Cyril
and Especiosa in Goa, India. He was the Vice President of American Express Pakistan,
Former President of Karachi Goan Association (KGA) and Founder and Ex-President of
Goinkars” Own Academy. Requiem Mass for MAURICE COUTINHO will be celebrated on
Monday August 22, 2022 at 6.00 PM in our Church.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 40,180
Tuesday Collection Rs. 23,150

Next Sunday
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

1' Reading Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29

Work humbly, and you will find favour in the sight of the Lord.

Psalm 68:3-6, 9-10

God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

2"! Reading Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24

You have come to Mount Zion, to the dwelling place of the living God.
Acclamation

Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.
Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14

All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves
will be exalted.
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