


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
The readings for this Sunday celebrate the boundless mercy God offers to us,
regardless of our sins, and the joy that comes from repentance. In the First
Reading, the fragile faith of the Israelites has faltered, and they worship the calf
they have created out of molten metal. Moses pleads the cause of the people, and
God relents from destroying them, despite their lack of faith. The Psalmist,
recognising the depth of his sinfulness, trusts in God’s mercy. He pleads with God
to strengthen the spirit within, offering a ‘humbled, contrite’ heart. The Second
Reading recalls the multitude of sins the young Saul committed against the faith
before his conversion. Despite this, when he repented of these sins he was shown
great mercy, and was filled with the grace and love of Jesus Christ. We are
reminded again that Christ Jesus came into the world to save all sinners.
The God of Jesus Christ is above all a God who forgives. This is shown supremely in
Jesus’ death on the Cross, when he prays to his Father to forgive those who are
crucifying him. What an extraordinary act of forgiveness! And it comes at the
climax of a life and ministry in which Jesus Christ constantly proclaimed and
witnessed to God’'s mercy and forgiving love. The God revealed in the ministry of
Jesus is a God who not only forgives, but who delights in forgiving - a God who
reaches out to the sinner; a God who actively seeks out the lost; a God who loves
the company of sinners. It was this extraordinary witness which led him into
conflict with the Jewish leaders, the scribes and the Pharisees, who prided
themselves on their strict observance of the law and looked down on those who
were not like themselves. The Pharisees were scandalised by the strange behaviour
of Jesus - not only his mingling with public sinners and talking to them, but even
eating with them. This man, they said, welcomes sinners and even eats with them.
Hence, Jesus Christ responds to this criticism and seeks to correct the mistaken
image of God as a harsh task-master. His response is conveyed in three beautiful
stories illustrating God's attitude towards sinners — the parables of the lost sheep,
the lost coin and the prodigal Son. The image of God that emerges from these
parables is that of an utterly compassionate and merciful Father who, far from
feeling offended or angry with those who have strayed away from his household, is
prepared to go to any lengths to bring them back. He does not even wait for them
to show signs of repentance, so overjoyed is he to have them back.
This week, let us keep in mind all those who are lost and searching for something -
perhaps for a loved one who has gone astray; for forgiveness; for love or peace; or
for meaning in life itself. We ask the Lord to be with all of us in our searching, and
bring us the joy of finding what we seek!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)

Entrance Antiphon

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be
found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people
Israel.

15t Reading Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

The Lord changed his mind about the disaster he has planned to bring
upon the people.

Psalm 51:1-2, 10-11, 15,17

I will rise and go to my father.

2"? Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

Acclamation

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;, and the good
news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

Gospel Luke 15:1-32

There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.
Communion Antiphon

How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter
in the shadow of your wings.

Lectionary Spirituality

The parables of today are contemporary situations of Jesus’ lifetime, reflecting
the conditions and inherent customs of the day. The Father divided the property
and gave the younger son his share as requested. The younger boy then sells
his portion (gathered all that he had) and goes to another country. It was quite
common for the young Palestinian Jews to emigrate to the large Mediterranean
world. This boy, unmarried and about 18 to 20 years old, having wasted his
money, is forced to seek menial labour. He is employed feeding pigs, which
would have the practical abandonment of the practice of his religion. Though he
wished for the pods of the carob tree, the feed of animals and the very poor in
times of famine, he was too ashamed to ask, and no one gave him anything to
eat. Forced by his situation to reflect, he repents (when he came to his senses).
The description of the return and warm welcome are exquisite — the distant
recognition by his Father, who runs to welcome him; the embrace and kisses
which prevent the boy falling at his Father’s feet; the unfinished confession;
and the exterior marks of total forgiveness and reinstatement as his son in the
family. The words of the Father reflect the reason for his joy. In this Gospel,
Jesus speaks of his Father and his share in his Father’s joy and forgiving love
with regard to sinners. He appeals to all to share the Father’'s attitude of
forgiveness towards sinners.
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Announcements

. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. It is
used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generously.

. It is with a heart full of gratitude that we thank the countless people who made the
impossible happen here in our Parish Church the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary on Thursday, September 8th 2022. We acknowledge our Church Workers,
Groups and so many parishioners who volunteer their time, talents and skills, their
resources and finances, and gift of prayers to make this event such a memorable
experience. We once again acknowledge and sincerely thank all our people for helping
us to complete this huge social and liturgical programme. To all of you, Thank you!
May God continue to bless you!!!

. Adhering to the urgent request of His Grace, Archbishop Benny Travas to show
solidarity with the flood victims and people in need, we request our faithful to give
their support - in kind or cash - for the affected families, in particular tents, shelter
kits, food, hygiene and sanitary materials, non-perishable food products and clothes.
Please note that whatever support will be received it will be handed over to the
Diocesan Staff of Caritas in Karachi.

. The National Catholic Institute of Theology - Karachi is sending to us Brother Robinson
Ashig OFM-Cap and Brother Adil OMI both of Theology IV students for weekend
Pastoral Work in our Parish. We welcome them and wish them a very fruitful and
spiritual experience.

. The Regional Council of Karachi of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be celebrating
the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul on September 25, 2022 at St. Anthony's Church at 9
am to be celebrated by His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Coutts.

. St. Anthony's Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is holding a Mini Food
Fair on October 1 & 2, 2022 on the Church grounds. The proceeds generated will be
used towards the works of the Society. Please patronize.

. There will be a Mass for Filipino Community on September 25th, 2022, in the morning
at 9 O’clock at Presbytery Chapel located at Plot #18, CL - 8 Civil Lines Qtrs, Belgrave,
Terrace Road, Behind Bristol Hotel. The Mass will be officiated by Fr. Reynel Tanalgo, a
Mill Hill Missionary. For details please contact Sr. Anne Carbon.

Gratitude

Sunday Collection Rs. 40,560
Tuesday Collection Rs. 130,340

Next Sunday
1 Reading Amos 8:4-7
The Lord’s word against those who buy the poor for silver.
Psalm 113:1-2, 4-8
Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.
2"! Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Let prayer be offered to God for all, for God wishes everyone to be saved.
Acclamation

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty.
Gospel Luke 16:1-13

You cannot serve God and wealth.
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