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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
The readings of this Sunday focus on faith. In the First Reading Naaman, a
foreigner, believes and is healed. In the Second Reading St. Paul reminds us that
God is always faithful to us. In the Gospel Jesus Christ heals ten lepers, and one
returns to give him thanks.
Lepers were outsiders in Jesus Christ’s time. They were cast out of the community
because of their contagious skin disease. Worse still, they were told that their
disease is a result of sin in their lives. So the ten lepers who meet Jesus Christ
suffered physically, emotionally and spiritually.
Upon seeing or hearing Christ Jesus approaching, the lepers cried out from a
distance: “Jesus, Master, have pity on us.” They do not ask for healing but simply
for compassion. Jesus Christ instructs them to go and show themselves to the
priests, who had the authority to determine who is or is not clean. In ordering the
lepers to go to the priests prior to being healed, Jesus is testing them. Will they
trust him and obey his command? They do and were healed as they travelled in
obedience to God’s word. In the First Reading also, Naaman is healed after he
obeys the prophet’'s command to go wash in the river. We see in both readings that
obedience leads to healing.
In the second part of today’s Gospel, we notice that only one of the ten healed
lepers returns to give thanks to Jesus. He is a Samaritan, a non-Jew and also an
outsider. This man gives a full-throated thanks, prostrating himself before Jesus
Christ. Why did the other nine not return to give thanks? We are not told. Perhaps
they were too busy celebrating their good fortune. Perhaps they did not think Jesus
was the cause of their healing. Perhaps, like us, they became too busy with other
stuff. An attitude of spiritual gratitude leads us to see and believe that all good
things come from the loving hands of God. A lack of this spiritual quality makes us
see blessings merely as ‘good fortune.’
We need to thank God, not just for his intervention in the major events of our lives,
but for our everyday lives. We should have gratitude to God for the people who love
us and whom we love, for the happiness that we receive from others and are able
to bring to others, for the joy of laughing over the antics of a child and those of a
dear elderly senior.
We are blessed. When we enter Church and say a prayer of greeting to the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament, we should always say, Thank you, Lord. Thank you for my
family, my spouse and children. Thank you for whatever health I might have. Thank
you that the children are healthy and growing. Thank you for putting up with me.
Thank you for getting me through another week. Thank you!
Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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;\l Entrance Antiphon

& If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But
with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel,

15 Reading 2 Kings 5:14-17

Naaman returned to Elisha, man of God, and confessed his faith in
. the God of Israel.

Psalm 98:1-4

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

2"? Reading 2 Timothy 2:8-13

If we endure, we will also reign with Christ.

Acclamation

For all things give thanks to God, because this is what he expects of
you in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Luke 17:11-19

No one returned to give glory to God except the Samaritan, a
foreigner.

Communion Antiphon

The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack
no blessing.
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Lectionary Spirituality

Second Timothy was an epistle St. Paul wrote to his young assistant, Timothy.
It was a Pastoral Letter written during St. Paul’s last imprisonment in Rome. In
today’s passage, St. Paul urged Timothy to “Remember the Good News"™ -
“God’s news” (vv 8-9) that St. Paul carries, i.e. “Jesus Christ risen from the
dead, sprung from the race of David” (v 8). Here, St. Paul lays down the dual
facts about Jesus - being human because he came from the Davidic line; and
being divine because He had “risen from the dead”. As Jesus had suffered and
died, St Paul shared his “own hardships ... being chained like a criminal”, who is
soon to die (v 9). In sharing this, St. Paul is conveying to Timothy that “on (
account” of the Good News, suffering is inevitable during the evangelisation of \
“"God’s news”. However, suffering and death are not the last words. St. Paul
}  reassured Timothy that “if we have died with Him (Jesus), then we shall live
'6 with Him"” (v 11). Eternal life awaits. Therefore, St. Paul says, “hold firm"” and

“we shall reign with Him” (v 12). In eternity, we shall live victoriously with ?
) Jesus. What if we “disown” Jesus and are “unfaithful” to Him? Then, He will \‘

“disown us” (v 12), but He will remain “always faithful” to all manifesting His
\ mercy and justice (v 13). Today, with faith and courage, let us continue
'(’ steadfastly in sharing the Good News!
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Announcements .
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1.Today a Second Collection for St. Vincent de Paul will be taken
Kindly donate openhandedly. With your generosity we reach out to 2
the needy people of our Parish.

2.The members of the Society of St. Vincent De Paul sincerely thank
the parishioners for the support and patronage towards the Bake
Sale held on October 1 & 2, 2022 which was a thumping success.
The amount generated was Rs. 180,200 which will be utilized *
towards the works of the Society. .

3.The Filipino Community and Sr. Anne would like to extend their
thanks for your support to their fundraising activity. Today, they
are going for their first Outreach Activity at St. Vincent Home for.
the Elderly in Drigh Road. s\

4.This year the World Mission Sunday is on 23rd October. The
collection of that Sunday will be for the Congregation for the

= e, 1

wamr

" Propagation of the Faith which supports the work and witness of the ="
~  Mission Church, as it provides for priests, religious and lay leaders (
~  who offer the Lord’s mercy and concrete help to the most
' vulnerable communities in the Holy Father’s missions. If you wish
'.. to give a donation for the Mission Sunday, you may contact the af
e Parish Office. ®
) 5.We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable
food items for the needy people of our Parish. ':
~ Gratitude ‘;
- Sunday Collection Rs. 43,520
e Tuesday Collection Rs. 101,380 ‘
>
_ Next Sunday \:
< 1%t Reading Exodus 17.8-13 J
.~ Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed.
~ Ppsalm 121:1-8 ’
" Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. \
- 2"Y Reading 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2 .
~ Ponder the scriptures, and thus become a skilled worker, ready for any good -
" work. -
~ Acclamation e
.~ The word of God is living and active; it probes the thoughts and motives of our
"~ heart. ‘
Gospel Luke 18:1-8 )
" God will grant justice to his chosen ones who call out to him day and night. "
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