


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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| le Dear Parlshloners
This Sunday’s Readings focus on the need for prayer and trust in the Lord, even
when we feel isolated and despondent. To this end, the First Reading tells the event
of Moses, who is helped by his friends to continue brandishing the ‘staff of God’
even when he is too tired to raise his arms. Together they help to contribute to the
victory against Israel’s enemies, the Amalekites. The Psalmist puts all his trust in
God, knowing that the Lord will guard his going and coming at all times. In Second
Reading St. Paul encourages Timothy to be faithful to the Scriptures, which are
inspired by God and a source of wisdom. Timothy is to proclaim the word, and
support and encourage others with great patience. The Gospel passage, sometimes
called the 'Parable of the Persistent Widow’, or of the ‘Unjust Judge’, reflects on the
need to pray continually. We are to persist in our petitions, even if at first the Lord
appears deaf to our pleading!!! St. Luke tells us that Jesus gives us this parable in
today’s Gospel for a definite reason. We are to keep on praying and not give up on
prayer. What are we to understand by constant prayer? Obviously Christian life is
not to be spent saying endless Hail Marys or even Our Fathers.

There is a distinction but unity between saying prayers and prayerfulness. We are
human beings, creatures of time, and we need to dedicate certain times in our daily
routine for saying prayers. We are human beings and not Angels and we need to
memorise certain formulas of prayer, remember some Psalms or Hymns. In times of
distress we can only fall back on these humble mumblings; reciting the Holy Rosary
prayers or even, in deep anguish, just moving the holy beads. Yet the Holy Spirit
groans within us in our weakness...We are human beings not angels. We are
sinners on a journey to perfection which we have not yet reached. We are
earthbound and humility is the central dimension of any genuine prayer as Jesus
reveal in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector in the Temple which
immediately follows today’s Gospel.

“Be persistent,” St. Paul urges Timothy, “whether the time is favourable or
unfavourable.” He is talking to a fellow bishop about their work: to “convince,
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching.”

Actually, “be persistent” sums up the other two readings as well: the Israelites
prevail in battle as long as Moses holds up his hands in prayer; and Jesus Christ
tells the disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.
So this week, as we continue to pray for justice and peace in the world, particularly
in open conflicts, we might keep in mind the lessons of this Sunday’s Readings.
Let’s try to persist in our entreaties, perhaps with the help of friends, trusting that
the Lord will guard us from evil - Amen!
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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (C)

Entrance Antiphon

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to

me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the

shadow of your wings protect me.

15t Reading Exodus 17.8-13

Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed.

. Psalm 121:1-8

Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

2"? Reading 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2

Ponder the scriptures, and thus become a skilled worker, ready for

any good work.

Acclamation

The word of God is living and active; it probes the thoughts and

motives of our heart.

Gospel Luke 18:1-8
God will grant justice to his chosen ones who call out to him day and
night.

Communion Antiphon

Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in
his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive
in famine.

Lectionary Spirituality

Jesus the Son gives us the prayer ‘Our Father’ to pray as God’s children, to
. praise the Father and to ask Abba for what we need in everyday life and for
protection. Jesus tells us the parable of ‘The Widow and the Judge’. How the
parable is told shows us that the parable-teller is confident in God’s vindication
of those in need. Jesus, who so insists on our responsibility to the world, is also
the one who urges us to pray day and night, to be persistent in asking God for
resolutions of unjust situations. So, to the question: If there is a just God, why
does he not do justice? Jesus’ answer would practically be something like: Do
you desire and ask for the justice of God with enough faith? God will
undoubtedly do justice, but you will have to wait. And the widow, by pestering
the judge incessantly, speaks the depth of her need - be granted justice against
her opponent. And the judge, like so many of us, upon seeing what is unjust
and absurd in life, discounts God and disrespects people. But he grants the
widow justice in the end so that her persistence would not wear him out and he
might have some peace back. Lord Jesus! Let the persistence of my prayer
speak the depth of my need. And in my anguish, may I take time to see how
God may already be offering an answer.
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Announcements

. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for
their generous contribution of Rs. 43,040 towards the Second collection taken on
October 8 and 9, 2022.

. Next Sunday will be celebrated as World Mission Sunday. The collection of that Sunday
will be for the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith which supports the work
and witness of the Mission Church, as it provides for priests, religious and lay leaders
who offer the Lord’s mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable communities in
the Holy Father’s missions. If you wish to give a donation for the Mission Sunday, you
may contact the Parish Office.

. Please note that the Masses on the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed on
Wednesday, 2"% November will be at 6 O’clock in the morning and 4, 5 & 6 O’clock in
the evening.

. Throughout the Month of November a Box will be placed near the Altar of the Word of
God in which you may put your Mass Intentions along with the Stipend.

e Kindly note that the Intentions will not be announced at the beginning of the
Masses rather they will be placed close to the Altar of the Holy Eucharist.

« Please remember that it is very important and meaningful that those who offer
Masses they must attend the Holy Mass on that day.

. On All Souls Day [2"™ November, 2022] His Grace, Archbishop Benny Travas will
celebrate a Solemn Mass at the Christian Cemetery [Gora Qabaristan] at 3:00pm.

. St. Patrick’s Cathedral Parish is organizing a Food and Fun Fair on Sunday, 6"
November, 2022 from 10:30am to 3:30pm on the Grounds of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
Entry is free. Kindly patronise the event.

. Notre Dame Institute of Education is offering admissions for B.Ed Honours -
Elementary [4 Years] and B.Ed Honours - Secondary [2.5 Years] for the Academic Year
2023. Admission Forms are available at the NDIE Office from Monday to Friday 9:30am
to 4:00pm and on Saturdays from 9:30am to 12:00 noon. For details please see the
Church Notice Board.

. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable food items for the
needy people of our Parish.

Gratitude

Sunday Collection Rs. 39,780
Tuesday Collection Rs. 88,505

Next Sunday

15t Reading Sirach 35:15-17, 20-22

The prayer of the humble pierces the heavens.

Psalm 34:1-2, 16-18,22

The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

2"Y Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

From now on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness.
Acclamation

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the good news of
reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

Gospel Luke 18:9-14
The tax collector went home justified; not so the Pharisee.
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