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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
As we approach the end of the Church’s year, today’s readings lead us to think
about the passage of time and the end of the world. Though outwardly daunting,
they provide a message of hope for those who stay faithful to God’s love.

In the First Reading prophet Malachi uses stark imagery to portray the fate of those
who do not respect the Lord. But the ones who remain faithful to him will see the
day that is coming as a time of joy and healing. The Psalmist is certain of the Lord’s
coming, when justice will prevail. All creation is invited to join in the joyful
proclamation of that coming. St. Paul in the Second Reading, presents himself as a
model to the Thessalonian church, spreading the Good News and earning his keep.
He stresses the importance of the whole community working for the good of all,
rather than sitting around thinking about the future. In the Gospel, Christ Jesus
predicts the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, but tells us not to fear wars,
persecution, and natural disasters. While these things may seem like the end, in
fact they are not: he cautions us not to be deceived by those claiming that ‘the time
has come’. Even when in difficulty, we are not to worry about what to say: the
Spirit of Jesus will give us words and wisdom, as we bear witness to Christ. By
staying secure in the love that God has for us, we will be held safe.

Jesus Christ also describes many types of suffering that His disciples might
experience. However, He's not outlining these types of suffering to frighten us, but
to alert us both to our need for perseverance and to what perseverance demands
from us.

There is a distinction that we need to understand in order to appreciate Christian
perseverance. God’s strength not only makes it possible for us to hang on in spite
of what life throws at us. In fact, we hang on to God Himself.

Consider this question: how often do you call on the Name of Jesus Christ as you
work to persevere through difficulties? You might be tempted to use the Holy
Name of Jesus in vain. But Jesus instead wants us when we are suffering to use
His Name not to express frustration, but to call for the strength that only He can
give. Calling on the Name of Jesus Christ, when striving to persevere in faith may
seem quaint to some, or even superstitious. Regardless, let us, make a resolution
that three times during the coming week we will call on the Name of Jesus out loud
when we are struggling with some situation, striving to persevere in the life of
faith.

During this week, Let us pray for trust and inner strength, keeping Jesus Christ at
our side, and responding to him in every moment of our daily lives - Amen!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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| Entrance Antiphon 4
- The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will
im call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your captives
from every place.
¢ 1st Reading Malachi 4.1-2
The sun of righteousness will rise upon you.
= Psalm 98:5-9
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.
ir 2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:7 - 12
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.
F Acclamation
Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.
“ Gospel Luke 21:5-19
By your endurance you will gain your souls.
i"" Communion Antiphon
_ To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

-
. Lectionary Spirituality

~ Jesus Christ’s teaching in today’s Gospel is occasioned by people who
h'-"were deeply impressed by the magnificence of the Temple in"
_ Jerusalem. It must have been a shock to hear Jesus say that it would
* be utterly destroyed one day. They wanted to know when this terrible ™%

thing would happen. Jesus did not say when but He warned them not
F to be deceived by three kinds of happenings: 4
i" Firstly, there would be those who would say the end was imminent.

‘They are not to be believed. Secondly, there would be terrible
hcatastrophes caused by natural disasters or people killing each other_{
= by the thousands. This would not signal the end either. Thirdly, the
- followers of Christ would be persecuted and sometimes hounded to &
~ death for their faith, even denounced by their own family and friends.
i" These, too, would not be the sign of the end.

In all of this, only one thing mattered - to remain faithful to the Call
Pand the Way of Jesus. And, in practical terms, the end that really #
- matters is when our own time comes to leave this world and to hear
" the words: “"Come, you blessed one because when I was in need, you4
" took careofme.” ______J
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Announcements

1. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent
de Pau -It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and
open-heartedly.

2. Today, after all the Masses the A-Team of our Parish is holding Bake-Sale.
Please support their efforts.

3. The Little Friends of Jesus will present Carols of the Season, on Sunday,
December 18, 2022 from 6:30pm onwards at St. Anthony's Church
premises. Children ages 3 - 17 vyears are welcome to
participate. Rehearsals are held on every Saturday at 4:15pm. For
Registrations please contact Erum Gonsalves, Nadeeka Francis and Alidia
Fernandes. For booking stalls please contact Rosemary D’ Silva or any
member of the COTS team.

4. The Notre Dame Institute of Education [NDIE] is having an Open House on
Wednesday, 16th November, 2022 from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Prospective /
Trainee Teachers of B.Ed (Hons.) Elementary and Secondary Programmes
will highlight the learning culture at NDIE. Principals, Coordinators and
Teachers are invited to attend the event. For information see the Notice
Board.

5. St. Patrick’s College is going to accommodate more admissions for
Intermediate classes in the Evening Shift in Commerce and Arts Group.
Those who have passed SSC Part II in the Year 2021 are eligible for
admission. 200 Seats are available for Christian Students. Scholarships are
also offered. Admission Forms and Prospectus can be collected from the
College Office from 2 to 4:30pm. For further details, kindly see the Church
noticeboard.

6. The Holy Family Hospital, Karachi is offering a career opportunity for the
post of Executive Secretary to the Managing Committee. For further
information please see the Church Notice Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 41,210
Tuesday Collection Rs. 86,700

Next Sunday

The Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
1st Reading 2 Samuel 5:1-3
The elders anointed David as king over Israel.
Psalm 122:1-9
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
2nd Reading Colossians 1:12-20
God has transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.
Acclamation
Blessed is the one who inherits the kingdom of David our father; blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.
Gospel Luke 23:35-43
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
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