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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua

namem e $T. ANTHONY'S CHURCH

21-McNeil, Road, Frere Town, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 35217136

@ /stanthonychurchkhi/ © sackarachi@gmail.com

My Dear Parishioners,
This Sunday the Church marks the beginning of both the
as well as the Time of Advent. Advent marks the time of prepa T
discernment for all of us as we are getting ourselves ready to celebrate the E
our Lord and Saviour at Christmas.
In our First Reading today, taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the,
spoke to the people as to what will happen at the end of time, when God will rae
Jerusalem and his people to the highest of the highest, where he shall rule over
them forever, and the people from every nations and every ends of the earth will
come flocking to him, referring to how God will rule not just over Israel or Judah,
but also over the whole world, over all of mankind.

St. Paul in his Epistle to the Church and the faithful in Rome reminded the faithful
there to remember their obligations and missions as Christians, and not to be lax or
complacent in how they live their lives. They were reminded to uphold their faith m‘

God most faithfully, and to do their best to live righteously as Christian believers;
behaving and doing things in the manner that they had been shown and taught to
do by the Lord and through his Church.

In our Gospel passage today, we heard the words of the Lord Jesus speakmg to his
disciples and all the people assembled that the Son of Man will come again at th
end of time, at the moment when no one will expect and when many will be caught
being lax and unaware of the fact that they have to account for their lives and
existence before God, and answer for their failures to follow him and obey his Law
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and Commandments
Let us therefore at the very beginning of this Time of Advent reflect carefully on our‘
way of observing it and how we are preparing ourselves for the coming of the joyful
Time of Christmas. We may not realise it but the ways that many of us and this
world are using in preparing to celebrate and celebrating Christmas are not
reflecting and showing what the true meaning of Christmas is all about.

Let us remind each other of the Light and Hope that we have received from Christ
himself, Our Lord and Saviour, and bear that Light and Hope in our own lives, that
we may inspire many others to find their way to the Lord and to his salvation. 1

May all of us progress through this Time of Advent with the right spirit and
motivation, and do our best to stay focused on the true meaning of Christmas in all
of our preparations and expectations. May God bless us always and may he grant us
the strength and the courage to do our best in glorifying him ever always by our

lives - Amen!
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Arthur Charles
Pansh Priest
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o First Sunday of Advent - (A)

Entrance Antiphon
/,. To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me,_.\\
" not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none
_who hope in you be put to shame. -
\1“ Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 -~
The Lord gathers all the nations into the everlasting peace of the

L] -

kingdom of God.

-
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Psalm 122:1-9
v Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. -
“.2" Reading Romans 13:11-14 ”

Salvation is nearer to us now.

Acclamation

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
Gospel Matthew 24:37-44

Keep awake, therefore, you also must be ready.

Communion Antiphon

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.

- .
,’/ Lectionary Spirituality \\

_~Isaiah’s vision of a transformed world of peace, prosperity and-: -,
E happiness has inspired humankind for over two thousand years. It's a
. world where weapons have been changed to peaceful uses, and ,
‘people no longer train for war. Humanity lives in harmony with
» nature, and compassionate justice reigns supreme. It hasnt «
“happened yet, but this is God’s hope and wish for us. Only we can -
bring it about by opening our minds and hearts to the divine will. -
.. The night is far gone; the day of the Lord is near. Put on the armour _.
of light. These words converted St. Augustine so long ago and are still
words of power today. Putting on the armour of light and putting
« away the deeds of darkness is the key to a happy earthly life and an
infinitely happy eternal life. We do not know when the Lord will
return.
Many think that the day of reckoning will never come, as in the days
f Noah. But come it will. The Gospel says that it will be sudden an
nexpected, so we should always be ready. Each day is the day of th

Jgs coming if we are prepared to receive HIE
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Annduncefhents

¥ We are pleased to inform our Parishioners that His Excellence, Archbishop Christophe Za
El-Kassis, the Apostolic Nuncio to Pakistan, will be visiting Archdiocese of Karachi. He will
celebrate Holy Mass with our Parish Community on Sunday, 11" December 2022 in the
evening. A Core Committee is formed under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Benjamin Mushtaqg with '

Master Rafig Rehmat, Master Rufin John, Marshall Fernandes, Peter Mendes, Perviaz Gill and
members of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion both Urdu & English. We invite all
Parishioners to give their support to the Committee and join actively in the special celebration.
Further details will be given later. ‘

2. The Advent Time is a time of preparation for the entrance of Jesus Christ into the world. We
ask you all please consider ten minutes to spend with Jesus Christ in the days of
Advent. Christmas is a time for giving, please give to those in need.

3. We thank our Parish Groups for accepting different assignments to show their devotion,
creativity and faith in helping the Faithful to prepare for the Advent and Christmas Time. The
Faithful may also join any group to help them. For details please see the Church Notice Board.

4. On Friday 2" December, 2022 at 5:00pm there will be Holy Hour, Benediction and Novena
Prayers in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy Mass.

5. The Goinkars Own Academy will be having a Bilingual Mass [in Konkani and English] for the
Feast of St. Francis Xavier at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Karachi on Saturday, 3™ December 2022 ‘

’ at 6PM. All are cordially invited to attend.
6. On Saturday 3" December 2022 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris
Church. It will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary and the Holy Mass
. followed by Benediction. .
7. The Little Friends of Jesus will present Carols of the Season, on Sunday, December 18, 2022
from 6:30pm onwards at St. Anthony's Church premises. Children ages 3 - 17 years are
welcome to participate. Rehearsals are held on every Saturday at 4:15pm. For Registrations
please contact Erum Gonsalves, Nadeeka Francis and Alidia Fernandes. For booking stalls
please contact Rosemary D’ Silva or any member of the COTS team.
8. St. Anthony's Church Christmas Tree Party will be held on Thursday, 22 December 2022 after
6:00 pm Mass. Tickets will be available from 25 November 2022 with Rose D’silva and Maria
Lucy Campos. Last date for giving your names is 18 December 2022. For further details please
' see the notice board. ‘

9. The Holy Family Hospital, Karachi is offering a career opportunity for the posts of Finance
Analyst and Registered Nurse. For further information please see the Church Notice Board.

10. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable food items for the needy
people of our Parish. May the Lord bless the donors!

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 48,465
Tuesday Collection Rs. 86,100

A<
Next Sunday ‘
Second Sunday of Advent

<

1%* Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
With righteousness he shall judge the poor.
salm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
. 2" Reading Romans 15:4-9
Christ has saved all people.
Acclamation

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of

Matthew 3:1-12

Wn of heaven ffs‘cot near.-\ % ‘
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