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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua

ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH

21-McNeil, Road, Frere Town, Karachi, Pakistan.
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ar Parishioners, .
3. Sunday is the Second Sunday of the Time of Advent. We gather togetherdh
day to prepare ourselves for the coming of the joyous celebrations of Christmas
as we should have done throughout this past week of the Advent time.

This Sunday marks the time when we have to reflect on whether we have indeed
understood the true importance and significance of Christmas, and whether we are
able to deepen our connection and relationship with God, through our spiritual
preparations and willingness to open our hearts and minds to welcome the Lord
into them.

The readings are a call to repentance. In the First Reading we hear a saviour will
bring change to our world. In the Second Reading we are told to be more
welcoming to one another. In the Gospel, St. John the Baptist warns the people to
change their ways.

Today we hear St. John's call to repentance and his reminder that God’s kingdom is
near. His call for repentance is a call of preparation. Our image from Isaiah gives us
some insight as we consider what repentance looks like as a lived reality. The calf
and the lion, the cow and the bear, are living in harmony. The lion and the ox eat
together. It seems unthinkable, really. What we need to do now is to make good
use of this season of Advent to prepare ourselves that we may worthily celebrate
the upcoming joy of Christmas? Each and every one of us are reminded that it is
often our preoccupations with worldly desires and glory, and the temptations all
around us which often distracted us and misled us in the journey towards the Lord.
In the Gospel St. John the Baptist is calling on all the people to return towards the
Lord with faith, embracing His compassion and mercy, and to be changed in the
heart and mind as they received baptism of water from him, as a sign of
commitment to follow the path of the Lord. Many came to St. John the Baptist
seeking to be baptised and showing their sincerity in embracing God’s love and
mercy.

May the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour and King, continue to guide us and
strengthen us in faith, particularly during this time of Advent, so that each and
every one of us may indeed make good use of this time and opportunity to reaffirm
our faith in him and to prepare ourselves well in all aspects so that we may indeed
i make best use of the upcoming time of Christmas, and celebrate it most properly

~ and worthily, becoming inspiration for all of our fellow brothers and sisters, by our é
lives’ examples and good works.

May God bless us all in our every good works, efforts and deeds, and may he bless
us in our every endeavours for the greater glory of His Name - Amen! .
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Second Sunday of Adve

Entrance Antiphon
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nation
the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of
heart.

1st Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

With righteousness he shall judge the poor.

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
2nd Reading Romans 15:4-9

Christ has saved all people.

Acclamation

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall
see the salvation of God.

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.
. Communion Antiphon

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy
which comes to you from God.

Lectionary Spirituality
. Isaiah expressed the yearning of all human hearts - a peaceful and
fruitful world governed with wisdom, justice, and compassion. Humans;
ould no longer be at war with one another and with nature.
* The world would be a place of harmony, peace, and abundance. Isaiah
prophesied that one individual would bring this about - the Messiah of
God, born from the lineage of David. This hope sustained the people for
many years, and Christians profess that Jesus was the one promised in®
the prophecy. We should not lose heart at the darkness of our world -*
the Light of Christ will continue to shine in the darkness, and we can be
L part of it. John the Baptist prophesied the coming of this Messiah, and
"he saw it as a frightening time of cleansing. He urged people to chang
their hearts and minds and be in harmony with God. This was the only,
- way that they would be able to receive the fire of the Holy Spirit that
would soon be given.
We live in a dark and challenging age today, and it is important that we 4
turn towards the Lord as individuals and as a people. As always, God is!
there to help. The paradise described by Isaiah is to be found deep i
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Announcements

. We thank all our Parish Groups for extending their full cooperation to the Core Committee under th

leadership of Rev. Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq for the welcome and the Holy Mass on Sunday, 1

December 2022 at 5:30pm with His Excellence, Archbishop Christophe Zakhia El-Kassis, the Apost

Nuncio to Pakistan. Preparations are moving in the right direction. However, still more is to be done.

Please note the followings:

e On Sunday 11th December there will be only one Mass at 7:30am. There will be no Masses at 9a

and 10:30am in the main Church and 6pm at the Presbytery. There will be no Mass also at Stella

Maris Church

Welcome Procession will start at 5:30pm sharp from Jesus and Mary School

At the Church Gate a Formal Welcome will be given

In the Church Premises various activities will be held

Mass will begin at 6pm. We invite all Parishioners to give their support to the Committee and join ‘

actively in this special celebration.

. The Filipino Community together with Sr. Anne will have their Qutreach activity today December 4th at

Baji Miriam's Home for the mentally challenged.

. UPDATE for Advent is ready. It is a source of prayer and meditation. The Parish Groups are encouraged

to use it in their own groups and also for prayer and meditation with the families. Copies of UPDATE

are available from Ms, Angela Vaz.

. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on December 10th an

11th, 2022. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and open-heartedly!

. The Blessing and Lighting of the Christmas Stars and the Christmas Trees will take place on Saturday,

December 17, 2022 after the Evening Mass. The ceremony will include Carol Music and Singing by

different Choirs. All the Parish Groups are requested to be present for the programme. Refreshmen

will be served. Everyone is welcome to take part in the event.

The Little Friends of Jesus will present Carols of the Season, on Sunday, December 18, 2022 fr
:30pm onwards at St. Anthony's Church premises. Children ages 3 - 17 years are welco

participate. Rehearsals are held on every Saturday at 4:15pm. For Registrations please contact

Gonsalves, Nadeeka Francis and Alidia Fernandes. For booking stalls please contact Rosemary D’ Sil

or any member of the COTS team.

7. The Advent Penance Service with the Holy Mass will take place on Wednesday, December 21st starting
at 5:30pm here in the main Church in English. Rev. Fr. James Borg will facilitate the faithful. Whereas,
at Stella Maris Church, on Thursday, December 22nd Rev. Fr. Shahzad Peter will conduct Penitential
Service and Holy Mass at 6pm. There will be a couple of Priests available for Confessions. Please let us

seize the opportunity to be reconciled with the Lord through the Sacrament of Reconciliation as we
prepare to celebrate Jesus Christ’s Nativity.
. St. Anthony's Church Christmas Tree Party will be held on Thursday, 22 December 2022 after 6pm
Mass. Tickets are available with Rosemary D’Silva, Maria Lucy Campos and Celine Vaz. Last date for
giving your names is 18 December 2022. For further details please see the notice board.
. The Holy Family Hospital, Karachi is offering a career opportunity for the posts of Finance Analyst ant
Registered Nurse. For further information please see the Church Notice Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 45,295
Tuesday Collection Rs. 85,120

Next Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent
i1st Reading Isaiah 35:1-6,10
Here is your God, who will come and save you.
Psalm 146:6-10
Lord, come and save us.
nd Reading James 5:7-10
strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Acclamation
he Spmrt of the Lord now upon me has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
. Matthew 11: 2-11
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