


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Antheny of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
This Sunday marks the Third Sunday in the Time of Advent, which is also known as
the Gaudete Sunday. This comes from the opening Antiphon of this Sunday’s Mass,
‘Rejoice in the Lord always...” which reminds us of the aspect of Joy that we focus
on in this Sunday’s celebration. We rejoice because of the great joy and happiness
in the coming of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
In our First Reading today, we heard from the Book of the prophet Isaiah of God
speaking to his people reminding all of them not to be fearful or afraid anymore,
and that God will give them rest and new strength, freedom from their hardships
and troubles, and they will return once again to Zion, singing and rejoicing because
God is with them and that their days of trials and struggles are over.
That is also what we heard in our Second and Gospel Reading passages today, as
St. James detailed upon us all in his Epistle the reminder for all of us the faithful,
that God is coming again in glory, at the time of his choosing, and we ought to look
up to him and be hopeful, as well as being patient, awaiting for his coming and
return to our midst, while being reassured of his ever continued presence and love
for us.
Our Gospel passage today reminds us that the Lord himself has come into this
world, to fulfil all the promises that he has made to us, to redeem us, to heal us
from our sickness, maladies, and most importantly, the bondage and shackles of sin
and death that have kept us apart from him.
As we focus our attention this Sunday on the more joyful aspect of our Advent
observance, we ought to keep in mind that the true joy of Christmas is not referring
to all the celebrations, festivities, merrymaking and all the things that we
commonly associated as the joyful celebration of Christmas. Instead, we celebrate
and rejoice, because our great Lord and Redeemer, Jesus Christ is the one whom
God had sent into our midst.
Let us not forget that there are some among our sisters and brothers who are not
truly able to celebrate Christmas with joy. There are those who do not have the
means to celebrate because of their various hardships and challenges in life. There
are those who cannot even make ends meet each day and less still the ability to
celebrate. In whatever way we can do, let us help them either spiritually or in
material, through our prayers and charity, and also by sharing the joy that we have,
so that through us, our less fortunate sisters and brothers may also experience the
Joy of Christ in Christmas.
May God bless us all in our every good endeavours, our efforts, actions and works,
and bless our Advent preparations and observances - Amen!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest




VISR VWY WYY YT Y .y
hird Sunday of Advent [Gaudete Sunday] - (A)

Entrance Antiphon

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is
near.

1% Reading Isaiah 35:1-6,10

Here is your God, who will come and save you.

Psalm 146:6-10

Lord, come and save us.

2"d Reading James 5:7-10

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Acclamation

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me has sent me to bring good new.
to the poor.

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?
Communion Antiphon

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our Go@
will come, and he will save us.

Lectionary Spirituality

Dry, barren, and harsh describe the desert. In our lives, there are also dese
spaces. Spiritual emptiness because prayer is dry. Emotional desolatenes
because loved ones hurt us. Wasted hopes because we've squandered God-
given opportunities. We avoid these wastelands within us. We fill them wit
anything and everything to mask these deserts, distract our gaze elsewhere
and numb us from confronting them. Perhaps this describes our Advent thu
far - busy with Christmas preparations like present shopping, house
decorating, choir caroling and much more. What about preparing ourselve
spiritually to welcome baby Jesus? Today’s readings insist we enter our
desert spaces. There, God will prepare us spiritually for Jesus’ coming. He
will do for us what He did through John the Baptist for the crowds in the
wilderness — point all to Jesus’ coming and renew their hearts for Him. Gog
wants to do the same for us with Jesus’ coming. The parched land within us
Iwill bloom. The sickness we have will be healed. The fear we dread wi
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lessen. The brokenhearted will be restored. With God, the wastelands within
us are surprisingly grace-filled spaces for God to re-create us anew in Jesus.
Advent cannot be about busying ourselves for Christmas; it distracts. Adven
begins when we return within ourselves; there, God has already birthed
Jesus in us. This truth is outrageous but joyful. This is why we must wai
egypectantly for Jesus’ goming: _he js God-with-us, now and at Chgistmas.




. Announcements
1. St. Anthony’s Parish Charismatic Group is arranging Adoration of the Blessed Sacrameng
on Tuesday, 13th December, 2022 from 7:00 to 9:00pm. Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq will leat
the Service. Everyone is most welcome to join.
. The Blessing and Lighting of the Christmas Stars and the Christmas Trees will take place .
on Saturday, December 17, 2022 after the Evening Mass. The ceremony will include Carol
Music and Singing by our different Choirs. All the Parish Groups are requested to be™
present for the programme. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome to take
part in the event. d
. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on Decembes
17th and 18th, 2022. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and®
open-heartedly! :
. The Little Friends of Jesus presents Carol's of the Season. Please join us in welcommg
baby Jesus and experience the spirit of Christmas on 18th December at 7pm. Yourj
presence will be a source of encouragement for the children. Tickets are available at the |
Parish Office and with Faith Formation Teachers for Rs 200 only.
. The Advent Penance Service with the Holy Mass will take place on Wednesday, December
. 21st starting at 5:30pm here in the main Church in English. Rev. Fr. James Borg will.
facilitate the faithful. Whereas, at Stella Maris Church, on Thursday, December 22nd Rev.
Fr. Shahzad Peter will conduct Penitential Service and Holy Mass at 6pm. There will be a’
couple of Priests available for Confessions. Please let us seize the opportunity to be
reconciled with the Lord through the Sacrament of Reconciliation as we prepare to
celebrate Jesus Christ’s Nativity.
. The A-Team of the Parish invites you to a Bonfire on Wednesday, 21 December 2022 at;
the Church Ground from 7pm to 11pm. For stall kindly contact the A-team. All are invited!
. St. Anthony's Church Christmas Tree Party will be held on Thursday, 22 December 202%
after 6pm Mass. Tickets are available with Rosemary D’Silva, Maria Lucy Campos and
Celine Vaz. Last date for giving your names is 18 December 2022. For further details
please see the notice board.
. The Catechism School Teachers [formally known as Sunday School] are organizing a®
Christmas Party for Children and their parents on Thursday, 29th December 2022 after
the Evening Mass. The entry is with a Ticket. The last day to obtain the Ticket is Tuesday, &
27th December 2022. For further details please contact Ms. Mariam Gulzar, Ms. Eurmy =
Samson and Mr. Saleem Nawab.
. Admissions are open for Class — I in St. Anthony’s High School [Morning Shift] for the
Academic Year 2023 - 2024. For details, please see the Church Notice Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 43,425
Tuesday Collection Rs. 100,540

Next Sunday

Forth Sunday of Advent
1** Reading Isaiah 7:10-14
P‘Look, the virgin is with child.

Psalm 24:1-6

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

2"¢ Reading Romans 1:1-7

Jesus Christ, descended from David, was declared to be the Son of God.
cclamation

A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.

Gospel Matthew 1:18-24

Jes s born ii Mary, wﬂas Engaﬁd to wn m mn- F . -ﬂ. -
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