..BEHOLD, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM

IN A DREAM AND SAID, ‘JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, DO

NOT BE AFRAID TO TAKE MARY YOUR WIFE INTO YOUR

HOME. FOR IT IS THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT

THIS CHILD HAS BEEN CONCEIVED IN HER. SHE WILL FOUR_TH SUNDAY OF

BEAR A SON AND YOU ARE TO NAME HIM JESUS, AN /E N il
BECAUSE HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. M8V E L
- MATTHEW




Actions speak louder than words,; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,

This Sunday is the Fourth and the last of the Sundays of the Advent Time,
reminding us all that Christmas is coming very soon and Advent is already ending.
It seems that it was just yesterday that Advent started!!! A good question to ask
ourselves now is, how has our Advent journey been so far? Has it been meaningful
and fruitful for us? Has it been good in preparing ourselves for the upcoming
celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ?

This Sunday, we focus on the theme and aspect of Love, the Love of God made Man,
personified and manifested in Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

In the First Reading, God gave us the most significant and definitive signs about the
Messiah: "A maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call |
Emmanuel, which means God is with us!” It is important to note that this sign was
given to king Ahaz only after he humbled himself by refusing to put God to the test. I
In the Second Reading, St. Paul reminds us of the promises that came through the
words of the prophets. Here, he highlighted three essential facts. First, he reminds
us of Jesus Christ’s divine origin and nature: “This is the good news about Christ,
the son of God.” Second, he reminds us of Jesus Christ's human origin and
character: “"Who according to the human nature he took was from the descendant
of David...” All these were to assure us that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah.
The third fact is about our relationship with Jesus Christ. That is, how we fit into
God’s plan and his economy of salvation: “You are one such nation, and by his call
belong to Jesus Christ.” Through this, St. Paul reminds us of our heritage Jesus
Christ.

In today’s Gospel, St. Matthew narrates “"how Jesus was born.” St. Matthew, in his :
infancy narrative, traced Jesus Christ's lineage back to the dynasty of king David.
This is to assure us that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah. In this narrative, St.
Mathew highlighted the significant and central role played by Mary and Joseph.
They were God’s instruments for fulfilling his mission of salvation for us. This
teaches us that God is active in our history and lives and comes to us through '
human agents. ‘
Let us all be the bearer of God’'s Love, as well as his Hope, Peace and Joy to our
communities, to our families and circles of friends and even to all those strangers
and all whom we encounter each day throughout life, so that through us, more and
more people may come to experience God’s love, of Jesus Christ’s love having been l
made manifested in our midst.

May God bless us all and be with us all, now and always, evermore. Amen!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest
IE —




Fourth Sunday of Advent - (A)

Entrance Antiphon

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain
down the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior.
1st Reading Isaiah 7:10-14

Look, the virgin is with child.

Psalm 24:1-6

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

2nd Reading Romans 1:1-7

Jesus Christ, descended from David, was declared to be the Son of
God.

Acclamation

A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God is
with us.

Gospel Matthew 1:18-24

Jesus was born of Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, son of David.
Communion Antiphon

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be
called Emmanuel.

Lectionary Spirituality

When we contemplate the ‘Annunciation’, we often pray with Mary, but
today’s Gospel reading focuses on the role of Joseph. We see in Joseph
one who submitted totally to the will of God. This spirituality of
abandonment to God’s will demands the readiness to give up one’s way of
looking at life situations, changing one’s mind to respond with a grace-
filled decision that requires courage and deep faith. In this instance,
Joseph became an instrument of God’s plan when he decided to say “yes”
to God with his whole mind and heart. To be open to God’s plans, we are
called to be selfless and ready to make sacrifices so that, in the end, we
can feel inner joy and freedom. This is what Joseph experienced in the
sign of the birth of the Infant Jesus - Emmanuel, as in Isaiah 7:14, the
promise God gave to the world. We recall our experiences of struggling to
follow God’s way as directed by the Holy Spirit. This may involve
confusion, pain, suffering and ultimate submission to the direction pointing
towards God. Mary and Joseph responded generously to the coming of
“God with us.” We are also called to do likewise to Jesus as He invites us
continuously to get involved in the lives of others around us, especially the
poor, the marginalised and the rejected in society. This is what Paul spoke
about: the grace and apostleship to share the Good News with others.
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Announcements
. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. It is used for needy
people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generously!
. On behalf of the Pastoral Team, Fr. Arthur Charles the Parish Priest, extends a warm and cordial thanks
to all the Group Leaders & members as well as the faithful who extended their generosity, support and
help to make the visit and the celebration of the Holy Mass by His Excellence, Archbishop Christophe
El-Kassis a joyous and historic event on Sunday, December 11th 2022. The Nuncio was very pleased
with the welcome, the Mass and the celebrations thereafter. His Grace, Archbishop Benny Travas has
also sent a thank you note and has assured us of his prayers.
. The Advent Penance Service with the Holy Mass will take place on Wednesday, December 21st starting
at 5:30pm here in the main Church in English. Rev. Fr. James Borg will facilitate the faithful. Whereas,
at Stella Maris Church, on Thursday, December 22nd Rev. Fr. Shahzad Peter will conduct Penitential
Service and Holy Mass at 6pm. There will be a couple of Priests available for Confessions. Please let us
seize the opportunity to be reconciled with the Lord through the Sacrament of Reconciliation as we
prepare to celebrate Jesus Christ’s Nativity.
The A-Team of the Parish invites you to a Bonfire on Wednesday, 21st December 2022 at the Church
Ground from 7pm to 11pm. For stall kindly contact the A-team. All are invited!
. St. Anthony's Church Christmas Tree Party will be held on Thursday, 22 December 2022 after 6pm
Mass. Tickets are available with Rosemary D’Silva, Maria Lucy Campos and Celine Vaz. Last date for
giving your names is 18 December 2022. For further details please see the notice board.
. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul need the support of your prayers as they will be
paying a Christmas visit to the flood victims in Interior Sindh on December 29, 2022.
. The Catechism School Teachers [formally known as Sunday School] are organizing a Christmas Party
for Children and their parents on Thursday, 29th December 2022 after the Evening Mass. The entry is
with a Ticket. The last day to obtain the Ticket is Tuesday, 27th December 2022. For further details
please contact Ms. Mariam Gulzar, Ms. Eurm Samson and Mr. Saleem Nawab.
. The MIDNIGHT MASS [24" December] of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the Saviour of the
World will commence at 11:30 with Carol Sing followed by Holy Mass at St. Antony’s Church & Stella
Maris Church in URDU and at Jesus and Mary Convent School Compound in ENGLISH.
CHRISTMAS MASS [25" December] at St. Anthony’s Church is at 8:00am and 10am in ENGLISH
and at 11:00am in URDU. The Mass at Stella Maris Church is at 10am.
MIDNIGHT MASS [31% December] for the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God [New Year 2023]
will commence at 11:30 with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Holy Mass at St. Antony’s
Church & Stella Maris Church in URDU and at Jesus and Mary Convent School Compound in ENGLISH.
THE MORNING MASS [1%* January 2023] at St. Anthony’s Church is at 8:00am and 10am in
ENGLISH and at Stella Maris Church 10am and at St. Anthony’s Church at 11am in URDU.
KINDLY NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE NO EVENING MASSES IN THE MAIN CHURCH AND AT THE
PRESBYTERY ON CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S DAY
. Liturgical Calendar - Ordo 2023 is an important source for daily reading of the Holy Bible and to
prepare for the meaningful celebration of the Holy Mass. Those who wish to have a copy of it, please
contact Ms. Angela Vaz.

10.The Parish Office will remain closed for public on Monday, 26 December 2022 and on Monday, 2™

January 2023.
Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 43,425
Tuesday Collection Rs. 100,540

Next Sunday
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

1st Reading Isaiah 9:2-4,6-7

A child has been born for us; a son given to us.

Psalm 96:1-4, 11-13

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

2nd Reading Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared to all.

Acclamation

Good news and great joy to all the world: today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Gospel Luke 2:1-16

To you is born this day a Saviour, who is the Messiah.
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