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ioners,
of Epiphany, we are bidding farewell to the Season of Christmas and
rd to the First Week of Ordinary Time. On Thursday the fifth of Janu

r Chu id ell to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, a great leader,
the Church ugh troubled waters. May the Good Lord Grant Hi
Eternal Rest - Amen!

The word Epiphany means appearance or manifestation. First, the angels revealed
Jesus to the shepherds. After that we read about Jesus’ first manifestation to the
Gentiles, represented by the Magi. Later, in the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus revealed
himself in words as the promised Messiah, and at Cana Jesus revealed his Divinity by
transforming water into wine. These multiple revelations are all suggested by the Feast
of the Epiphany.

Today’s Gospel also teaches us how Jesus Christ enriches those who bring him their
hearts and offer their lives to him. The adoration of the Magi fulfills the oracle of Isaiah
(First Reading), prophesying that the nations of the world would travel to the Holy City
following a brilliant light, bringing gold and incense to contribute to the worship of
God. The Responsorial Psalm picture kings from foreign lands bringing gifts to pay
homage to a just king in Israel. St. Paul’s Letter to Ephesus - today’s second reading -
expresses God’s secret plan in clear terms: “the Gentiles are...co-heirs ... co-partners in :
the promise, in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” [
There were three groups of people who reacted to the Epiphany of Jesus Christ’s birth.
The first group, headed by King Herod, tried to eliminate Jesus, the second group,
priests and scribes, ignored Jesus, and the third group, represented by the shepherds
and the Magi, came to adore Jesus.

Let us make sure that we belong to the third group: a) by actively worshiping Jesus at
Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility and the frankincense of our
adoration; b) by giving a new direction to our lives. Just as the Magi chose another
route to return to their homes, let us choose a better way of life, abstaining from
proud, unjust, and impure thoughts, words, and actions, evil habits, and selfish
behaviour; c) by becoming stars leading others to Jesus, as the star led the Magi to
Jesus. Let us remove the darkness of the evil around us by radiating the light of Christ
Jesus’ love through selfless service, unconditional forgiveness, and compassionate
care.

Like the Magi, let us offer Jesus our gifts on this feast of Epiphany and every day: a)
the Gift of our life by offering it on the altar during the Holy Mass. b) The Gift of
responsive relationship with God by talking to him in personal and family prayers and
listening to him through reading the Holy Bible every day. c¢) The Gift of friendship with
God by recognizing Jesus’ presence in, and offering loving, humble service to, everyone
we encounter—- Amen!




The Epiphany of the Lord - (A)

ntrance Antiphon __
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his
grasp, and power and dominion.
1st Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
2nd Reading Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
Now the mystery has been revealed: now the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs of the promise.
Acclamation
We have seen his star in the east; and have come to adore the Lord.
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
We have come from the East to pay homage to the king.
Communion Antiphon
We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore
the Lord.

Lectionary Spirituality

As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, we see God’s self-
manifestation in the coming of the Wise Men from the East to pay
homage to Jesus. These ‘magi’ paid homage to the King of the Jews,
which is in contrast to the murderous intent of Herod and the Jews. The
three gifts brought by them can be interpreted symbolically: gold and
myrrh indicate tribute paid to a king (1 Kings 10:2,10). Gold is also
mentioned in the Old Testament among the votive gifts offered in the
temple or shrine (1 Kgs. 15:15; Is. 60:6). Frankincense suggests a
cultic purpose (Ex.30:34-38). These gifts reflect the royal and divine
nature of Jesus. In Herod, we see one with self-interest, power and
position wanting to eliminate the newborn Messiah. In the pagan
astrologers (magi), we see them meeting God and returning to their
homeland enriched. The offering of gifts to God reflects an act of self-
emptying. Here we are faced with the option: to choose Jesus, Who
gives life or death. So, every decision we make is either for or against
. God. If we choose life, then in God’s sight, we see the light and can give 4
glory to God. This is what Prophet Isaiah refers to in the first reading.

erefore, in our daily life, we learn to listen to the inner voice in all o

acision-making processes, which is ultimately a decision for God, a#
we reject what is within that is against God.




E W
; Announcements |

1. A Requiem Mass for Sister John Berchmans (born Bernadette Conway) who left this world for
her Eternal Reward on 21° December 2022 in the United Kingdom, will take place on Friday,
January 13, at 5pm in our Parish Church. The Mass will be celebrated by His Eminence, Joseph
Cardinal Coutts. His Grace w, Archbishop Benny Mario Travas ill be the Homilist. Sister taught
in our country for six decades. Her last assignment was as the principal of the Convent of
Jesus and Mary School in Karachi Archdiocese. All are welcome to take part in the Requiem
Mass, especially those who knew Sister Berchmans and those who have connections with the
Congregation of Jesus and Mary.

2. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on January 14th
and 15th, 2023. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and
openhandedly.

3. Parents and Children attending the Faith Formation Classes are reminded that regular Classes
will resume from January 14" 2023. Kindly make sure that you attend all the classes on time
and regularly.

4. Admissions for the Session 2023-2024 at St. Anthony’s Child Care Centre for Nursery, KG-1
and GK-2 are open. Admission Forms will be available from the Office on 16th, 17th and 18th
January 2023. For details please see the Church Notice Board.

5. Admissions are open for Class — I in St. Anthony’s High School [Morning Shift] for the
Academic Year 2023 - 2024. For details, please see the Church Notice Board.

6. The Liturgical Calendar - Ordo 2023 is an important source for daily reading of the Holy Bible
and to prepare for the meaningful celebration of the Holy Mass. Those who wish to have a
copy of it, please contact Ms. Angela Vaz.

7. If you have a desire to remember someone who has passed away or simply in need of some
extra prayers, Mass Intentions can we offered for our daily weekday Masses and on Sundays.
You are welcome to stop by the Parish Office and schedule a Mass Intention during normal
office hours.

8. The Parish offers many opportunities to volunteer in several areas of parish life. If you are
interested in serving, please contact the Parish Office.

9. Our Parish Wall-Calendar 2023 will be available soon. It will be given as a gift first to those
who have been regular in paying the Parish Support throughout the year. You may buy it for
Rs. 300 to give it as a Christmas and New Year gift to your friends and relations. For
information, please contact Ms Angela Vaz.

10. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic necessities of
food. You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by donating basic essentials
preferably rice, lentils, tea, milk powder and cooking oil. These items can be offered during all
Masses or you can put them in Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank
you in advance for your generosity.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 52,640
Tuesday Collection Rs. 87,870

Next Sunday
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1st Reading Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

Psalm 40:1,3, 6-9

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Acclamation

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled those who accepted him to become
children of God.

pel John 1:29-34
have come from the East to pay homage to the king.
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