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My Dear Parlshloners
The Readings of today’s Holy Mass, following on from those of last Sunday [Baptism
of the Lord], continue to focus on the identity and mission of Jesus Christ. In
today’'s Gospel St. John points to Jesus and says '‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world’, thus drawing our intention to the sacrificial nature of
Jesus Christ’s mission.

We are familiar with the title, '‘Lamb of God’, though perhaps less familiar with the
significance of the title. We invoke it at three different moments during Mass: first,
during the Gloria, when we sing or recite ‘Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world, have mercy on us’; second, during the breaking of the sacred
host, just before communion; and, finally, when the Celebrant invites us to receive
communion, proclaiming ‘This is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world. Happy are those who are called to his supper.’

For the Jews, whom St. John the Baptist was addressing, the title, ‘Lamb of
God’, brings to mind the Passover Lamb whose blood, sprinkled on door-posts,
protected their ancestors when the Angel of Death struck the Egyptians. The slain
lamb was the sign and symbol of their liberation from slavery and oppression, their
passage from bondage in the land of the Pharaohs to the freedom of the children of
God in the land of Israel.

When the Baptist calls Jesus ‘the Lamb of God’ he is proclaiming him as the true
Lamb who will bring about a final, decisive liberation of the people from all forms of
slavery and oppression, especially the slavery of sin.

Jesus is the new Paschal Lamb who both sacrifices himself, and is sacrificed, to free
us not just from our personal sins but from the waywardness that leads us to sin.
The image of Jesus as the Paschal Lamb is intimately linked to the figure of the
Servant of Israel referred several times by the prophet Isaiah. Bearing the sins of
others, it is this Servant, led like a silent lamb to the slaughter, whose innocent
suffering brings healing to many. Our First Reading today refers to this figure of the
Servant as the one chosen by God, not merely to save the people of Israel, but to be
‘the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth’.

St. John is an ideal model for all of who have been baptised in the Spirit and called
to witness to Jesus. We are challenged to point away from ourselves and to lead
people to focus on Jesus.

Let us pray that, like St. John the Baptist we, too, may be transparent witnesses to
the Light of Christ, never permitting our own shadows to cut across it - Amen!

.

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Entrance Antiphon

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

1st Reading Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach
to the end of the earth.

Psalm 40:1,3, 6-9
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Acclamation

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled those
who accepted him to become children of God.

Gospel John 1:29-34

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Communion Antiphon

You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice
that quenches my thirst.

Lectionary Spirituality

God lovingly saves the people of Israel. Yet God’s love is amazingly
generous. God desires that all people in the world taste salvation. The
Lord says, "I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that My
salvation may reach the ends of the earth” (Is. 49:6). Isaiah writes
these words about 700 years before the birth of Jesus. The world
waited centuries for a Saviour. Now the light has come — Jesus. The
way Jesus saves, however, is surprising. John the Baptist calls Jesus
the Lamb of God (In. 1:29). Why a lamb? When the Israelites were
slaves in Egypt, God sent an angel to kill all the region’s firstborns.
However, if a lamb’s blood was on the door of a house, everyone
within was spared death (Ex.12:13). The sacrificed lambs saved lives.
Jesus is the Lamb of God. Jesus’ willing sacrifice of Himself on the
cross has saved our lives. His blood has washed away our sins. He
has freed us from the punishment and slavery that come with sin. The
Lamb’s death has given us eternal life. We are saved not by brute
force but by vulnerability, self-sacrifice and deep love.
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Announcements

. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul.

It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and openhandedly.

2. A bilingual Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI will take place on Friday
20" January 2023 at 1800 Hrs (6pm) at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Faithful are invited
to take part in the Holy Mass.

3. The Parish Priest, Fr. Arthur Charles would like to meet the parents whose children
are already enrolled for Catechism Classes and those who wish their children to
attend the Faith Formation Classes, on Saturday, February 4™, 2023 at 4:30pm in |
the Parish Hall. In this meeting the mandate of the Faith Formation Teachers will
be explained and important information will also be shared.

4. Admissions are open for Catholic Children in the Convent of Jesus and Mary School
Cantt Branch for Prep - II only. Admission Forms are available from the School
Office from Tuesday, January 17th to Saturday, January 21st, 2023.

5. Admissions for the Session 2023-2024 at St. Anthony’s Child Care Centre for
Nursery, KG-1 and GK-2 are open. Admission Forms will be available from the
Office on 16th, 17th and 18th January 2023. For details please see the Church
Notice Board.

6. Admissions are open for Class — I in St. Anthony’s High School [Morning Shift] for
the Academic Year 2023 - 2024. For details, please see the Church Notice Board.

7. The Liturgical Calendar - Ordo 2023 is an important source for daily reading of the
Holy Bible and to prepare for the meaningful celebration of the Holy Mass. Those
who wish to have a copy of it, please contact Ms. Angela Vaz.

8. If you were regular in paying your Parish Support last year, you may take the
Parish Wall-Calendar 2023 as a Thanksgiving Gift. You may buy it for Rs. 300 to
give it as a gift to your friends and relations. Please contact Ms Angela Vaz.

9. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable food items for the

needy people of our Parish. We thank you for your cooperation!

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 47,620
Tuesday Collection Rs. 98,075

Next Sunday
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

1st Reading Isaiah 9:1-4
% In Galilee of the nations, the people have seen a great light.
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17-18
I appeal to you that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions
among you.

Acclamation

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Gospel Matthew 4:12-23

Jesus made his home in Capernaum so that what had been spoken through the

l prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled. I
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