


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St Anthony of Padua

ST. ANTHONY's CHURCH

21-McNell, Road, Frere Town, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 35217136

St. Anthony Pray For Us!

CHURCH NEWSLETTER
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My Dear Parishioners,
On this Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, we mark the occasion of the Sunday of the
Word of God which was instituted a few years ago by Pope Francis, with the
purpose of rediscovering our love and zeal for the Lord through the deepening of
our knowledge and understanding of the Sacred Scriptures.
We are also in the Week of Christian Unity, we pray that we and those in all
churches and Christian denominations the Lord may direct and strengthen our
dialogue and collaboration and lead all Christians to be one in faith, hope, and
charity.
Today's readings proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, the light of the world: a
beacon who draws all peoples to himself.
In the First Reading we are told that when the old tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali
were being deported to Assyria, Isaiah promised that their land, then deeply
overshadowed by turmoil and war, would one day witness a great light in their
midst. The Psalm is an eloquent prayer of trust, where the Psalmist calls on the
Lord as his light and his help. In the Second Reading St. Paul warns against
tribalism, differences and division. Jesus Christ alone is our light, not any of his
followers. In the Gospel, St. Matthew sees the fulfilment of this prophecy and
affirms that Jesus was, and is, that light. Moreover, at the beginning of his ministry,
he calls his first disciples to share in and continue this work.
To be effective in proclaiming the Word of God implies a lot of discomfort. One must
be ready to leave one’s comfort zone. That nature of discomfort was not new to
Jesus. This would be the third time Jesus had to move because of worldly leaders.
First time, family of Jesus escaped Bethlehem to Egypt to evade the fury of Herod,
second time, the family returned to Israel at the death of Herod, and now Jesus had
to move to Capernaum in fulfilment of the prophecy.
The foremost disciples invited by Jesus, Peter and his brother Andrew, and the
twins James and John, all had to leave their comfort zones, left possessions, the
twins left their father to follow Jesus.
Seeking worldly comfort and appeal are among the foremost causes of disunity
among preachers today and a major cause of distorting the Word of God. Today
Churches and preachers are greatly divided on moral, political and social issues.
Different families are also divided on moral grounds. There seems not to be an
absolute truth!
This week, we may like to ask the Lord for that light and help in our own lives that
the Word of God bring unity to the Body of Christ, to all the families and to all the
nations of the World through Christ our Lord - Amen!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - (A)
[Sunday of the Word of God]

Entrance Antiphon
O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his
presence are majesty and splendor, strength and honor in his holy

place.

1st Reading Isaiah 9:1-4

In Galilee of the nations, the people have seen a great light.
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14

The Lord is my light and my salvation.

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17-18

I appeal to you that all of you be in agreement and that there be no
divisions among you.
Acclamation
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and healed all who
were Sick.
Gospel Matthew 4:12-23
Jesus made his home in Capernaum so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled.
Communion Antiphon
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.
Lectionary Spirituality
According to Matthew, as soon as Jesus began to preach the Gospel, He
started gathering disciples around Him. These four disciples did not
constitute a community, much less the Church. Yet it is important to see
the nucleus of the Church in this initial group, especially as Peter, James
and John would form a core group within the Twelve Apostles. They
would accompany Jesus on the Mount of the Transfiguration and in the
Agony in the Garden. It is intriguing to see that Andrew, one of these
first four, is not in that core group apart from Mark 13:3, where he
joined with Peter, James and John in asking the question which led to
Jesus’ teaching about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the
world. These four men had many life-changing experiences before they
came to Pentecost and became the Church. They all had a very special,
intimate relationship with Jesus, who taught them patiently and lovingly
and eventually called them by name to be His Apostles. They shared in
Jesus’ public life; they were present at the Last Supper. They
encountered the Risen Jesus and received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
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Announcements '

1. On this Sunday dedicated to the Word of God, we encourage our faithful to enthrone the Holy [
' Bible at home in some prominent way. The display might include candles, flowers, or plants. It is
an opportunity for families and households to also consider incorporating Sacred Scripture more
intentionally into your daily and weekly routines. For this purpose, we recommend Lectio Divina -
. an ancient practice of prayerfully reading Scripture.
2. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for their ?
generous contribution of Rs. 38,780 towards the Second Collection on January 14 & 15, 2023. "
3. The Parish Priest, Fr. Arthur Charles would like to meet the parents whose children are already
t enrolled for Catechism Classes and those who wish their children to attend the Faith Formation I‘
Classes, on Saturday, February 4", 2023 at 4:30pm in the Parish Hall. In this meeting the
mandate of the Faith Formation Teachers will be explained and important information will also be
shared.
"l 4. St. Patrick’s High School is opening admissions for Boys only in KG-I, KG-2 and Class 1 in the !
Afternoon Shift for the Academic Year 2023-2024. For Catholic students Online Portal will remain
open on 25" January 2023 from 9am to Spm. For further details please see the Notice Board.
‘ 5. On Thursday, February 2™, we will celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. The feast is |
also known as Candlemas Day. In observance of the feast we will gather at the Grotto of Mother |

Mary. Please bring your own candle/s which will be blessed before entering the Church. If you wish ‘

additional candles to be blessed, that you will be using on your home altar this year, place them

! on the table put near the Altar. Please label your candles with your name so you can pick them up |i
after Mass. J

6. World Day for Consecrated Life is also celebrated on February 2™. On this day, please light a

candle for those Consecrated to God by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience that they may

; seek to live their baptismal promises more intensely and have the grace to persevere in their

1 commitment to the Lord and serve with open hearts and willing spirits. Be sure to thank them on 1

their special day.

7. On Friday, February 3", is the Feast of St. Blaise. We will have the Traditional Blessing of the !.|

.ﬂ Throat. Those of you who would like to receive this blessing, can stay right after the 6am and 6pm ;.

Masses.
8. On the First Friday of February [that is 4" February, 2023] at Spm there will be Holy Hour,

l Benediction and Novena Prayers in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by Holy l

Mass.

9. On Saturday 4" February 2023 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at Stella Maris |
Church. It will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy Rosary followed by the Holy Mass "i
and Benediction. |

10.We are planning to hold our flagship event, the Annual Fund Raiser on June 18", 2023. We look |
forward to your support as provided last year. The date for the 1 meeting is Saturday, 11" ’

|

M

February 2023. The meeting will be held at the Parish Hall at 7:30pm. Mr. Peter Mendes has
consented to the Chief Coordinator and Mrs. Maria Soares will be the Deputy Coordinator.
11.If anyone is willing to help with the regular cleaning of the Church - sweeping, mopping and a
general clean up, please be in touch. Currently we have volunteers helping out, but it would be
good to have more parishioners helping. Please contact the Parish Office. 'l
12 Parish Registration is recommended for all individual persons and families who come under the |
Territorial Jurisdiction [that is Parish Boundary]. They are expected to worship regularly and |
participate actively in the life of our parish. They must also share their time, talents and treasure.
Registration is necessary for receiving Sacraments, like Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Funerals, |
as well as for the issuing of Parish Letters and Certificates. |
13.A laudable Catholic custom is to have a Mass said for a specific intention. All Masses, of course, |
|

] are offered to the glory of God and for the salvation of the whole world, but often there is also a
specific intention; here in the Parish the intentions are announced before each Mass. Sometimes
there are some unfamiliar names, if you notice that the name is not correctly pronounced, we
request you to please give us your understanding! It is customary, when requesting a Mass, to k
I make an offering as a way of being especially associated with that Mass. The usual suggested
donation is Rs 50. Please never feel that you cannot have a Mass said for your intentions due to |
lack of funds. |
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