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ST. ANTHONY’'S CHURCH

21-McNeil, Road, Frere Town, Karachi, Pakistan.
Phone: 35217136

CHURCH NEWSLETTER

G /sta nthonychurchk hi/ © sackarachi@gmail.com

My Dear Parishioners,

On this Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time, the Holy Mother Church reminds all of us
of the responsibilities and the calling which all of us as Christians are called to
do in our lives. Each and every one of us as the disciples and followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ are expected to be good, committed, faithful and active
servants and followers of Jesus Christ.

In our First Reading, the prophet Isaiah tells us what we must do for our light to
shine: “"Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the homeless, and cloth the
naked.” These are what the Church calls Corporal Works of Mercy.

In the Second Reading, St. Paul testified that he was "light” to the Corinthians.
His presence illuminated their darkness. Also, as “salt,” he helped in preserving
their salvation. He did this not only through his words but through his actions.
He recalled thus: "When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show of
oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you what God had granted.”

Today’s Gospel Reading, is continuation of last Sunday’s reading of the
Beatitudes. Jesus Christ calls his followers “salt” and “light”. Jesus Christ's last
sentence sheds light on what He means. It is basically a command, but it has
three parts. Jesus Christ commands us when he declares: “your light must
shine before others, / [so] that they may see your good deeds / and [so that
they may] glorify your heavenly Father.”

We cannot be true Christians unless our actions and dealings, works and
interactions, words and all that we do are in alignment with the path and the
way that the Lord Jesus Christ has shown us.

Hence, we must not conceal God’s gift. Since “charity begins at home,” we must
first be light and salt in our homes and communities.

Let us help one another to remain firm in faith and to be ever more active in
reaching out to our fellow men and women, in our respective communities and
in whatever areas that we are able to contribute in. Let us no longer be ignorant
of the many opportunities and chances that God had provided us in being able to
live up to our Christian mission and calling. Like the Apostles, St. Paul and many
other holy men and women of God, let us all truly be the flavourful salt of the
earth and the ever wonderful light of the world, proclaiming the love and truth
of God, in our daily living, in our every words, actions and deeds, at all times.
May God be with us all and may he bless us all in our every good works and
endeavours, as salt of the earth and light of the world - Amen!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (A)
Entrance Antiphon
O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made
us, for he is the Lord our God.
1% Reading Isaiah 58:6-10
Your light shall break forth like the dawn.
Psalm 112:4-9
A light rises in the darkness for the upright.
2"? Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
I proclaimed to you the mystery of Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
Acclamation
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will
have the light of life.
Gospel Matthew 5:13-16
You are the light of the world.
Communion Antiphon
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of

men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with
good things.

Lectionary Spirituality

God is not impressed by piety and religious deeds when their purpose
is to win His favour. He makes it clear that justice, kindness, and
mercy are the only things that impress God. Without these qualities,
nothing else matters. Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, help the
poor and the stranger - all similar to Matthew 25.

He adds something important for our own time: get rid of the pointing
finger and sharp words of accusation. Do away with all these things,
and then bring your gift to the Lord.

According to St. Paul, Christ crucified - the ultimate sign of love and
obedience to the divine will — is truly the wisdom of God. All earthly
claims must be measured and judged against this standard of love
and self-giving. Jesus proclaimed those who follow His path are truly
“the light of the world and the salt of the earth”.

The light is what illuminates our hearts, minds, and souls. The salt is
what preserves and purifies the world. These faithful followers -
hopefully, all of us — have a sacred mission. We cannot remain silent

and hidden, but must manifest the light in word, thought, and deed.

mmrj

B, T e . W e N e e —

e R —




Announcements

. The Archdiocesan Commission for Justice and Peace will hold a Seminar on the topic:
Abduction, Forced Conversion and Forced Marriages of Minority Girls and Women on Thursday,
February 9th 2023 at the Parish Hall in the evening at 5. All are our welcome to attend it.

. The First Meeting of the Annual Fund Raiser is on Saturday, 11th February 2023. Along with
the priests of the Parish, Mr. Peter Mendes, the Chief Coordinator and Mrs. Maria Soares the
Deputy Coordinator will lead the consultation. It will be held at the Parish Hall at 7:30pm.

. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on February 11th
and 12th, 2023. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and generously.

. The A-Team of our Parish will hold Bake-Sale on Sunday, February 12, 2023 after each Mass.

. We request our Group Leaders to choose a week from Ash Wednesday to Divine Mercy Sunday
to prepare the Sacred Liturgy and bring out the message of selected Holy Days by using the
Signs and Symbols in the Church and at the Presbytery. Please give your names at the Parish
Office. The Helping Hands Group has taken the Third Sunday and the Legion of Mary will
conduct the Liturgy on the 4th Sunday of Lent.

. The Helping Hands Group of our Parish wishes to thank the Parishioners for their continuing
support in reaching out to the needy people and institutes not only of our parish but even
beyond. They have distributed ration bags, provided St. Vincent de Paul Home of the Aged
with clean drinking water along with dispensers, paid school fees for needy children, gave
Christmas gifts to the Good Shepherd Orphanage and paid for Dress for a few First Holy
Communion children. This year again, they look forward to your generous contributions
enabling them to continue the Corporal Works of Mercy. With the ever increasing prices on
basic food items, they would like to start this year with the Flour/Atta Drive (5kgs Flour/Atta
per family). They once again look forward to your great generosity in cash or kind.

. This year Sacred Time of Lent is beginning on Wednesday, February 22nd. During all Masses
Ashes will be distributed. The schedule will be given later. Please remember that Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. In addition,
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. We request our faithful to devote
themselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and reading the Sacred Scripture, to service by
giving alms and self-control through fasting.

. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic necessities of
food. You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by donating basic essentials
preferably rice, lentils, tea, milk powder and cooking oil. These items can be offered during all
Masses or you can put them in Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank
you in advance for your generosity.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 39,340
Tuesday Collection Rs. 102,705

Next Sunday
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading Sirach 15:15-20

The Lord has not commanded anyone to be wicked.

Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

2"¢ Reading 1 Corinthians 2:6-10

We speak God’s wisdom, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.
Acclamation

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of
the kingdom.

Gospel Matthew 5:17-37

You have heard what was said to those of ancient times; but I say to you...
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