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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,

This Sunday as we all gather together in the Holy Presence of God in his house,
each and every one of us are reminded to keep faithfully the Law and the
Commandments that he has bestowed upon us, all that he has given us in order to
help us find our way to him, to his salvation and grace. All of us as Christians are
called to be good and faithful disciples of our Lord, to be good and exemplary role
models in our way of life, in everything we say and do.

» In our First Reading today, taken from the Book of the prophet Sirach, where he
. reminding them all, including all of us that God has given us his Law and
Commandments, and it is really up to us to make the choice whether to do what is
right and just in accordance to God’s Law and Commandments, or whether we want
to disobey him and walk down the path of sin instead. The Lord has given us all the
free will and the freedom to choose our paths, and he has also taught us and
revealed to us what we all need to do if we want to be faithful and committed to
him.

In our Second Reading, we heard from the Apostle St. Paul in his Epistle to the
Church and the faithful people of God in the city of Corinth in which he spoke of the
teaching and revelation of Divine wisdom, the Wisdom of God, the truth that the
Lord himself has revealed to his disciples and Church, and which he reaffirmed to
us through his Holy Spirit.

It is in our Gospel passage that we heard parts of what each and every one of us as
Christians are expected to follow and obey, in being good and dedicated followers
and disciples of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Jesus told his listeners that he
came into this world to fulfil the Law and the Commandments of God, not to cancel
or eradicate them. He came into this world to reveal the true meaning, purpose and
intention of the Law, to purify the Commandments and laws of the Lord from all the
accumulated misinterpretations, misunderstandings and abuse from the people
entrusted with their enforcement and preservation, those who had even
appropriated the Law for their own selfish desires and benefits.

Let us all hence listen to the Lord calling on us to follow him, and let us all commit
ourselves to live our lives henceforth in a most Christian manner, doing
wholeheartedly all that the Lord has shown and taught us to do, in loving him and
in loving our fellow brothers and sisters, generously offering ourselves and our love
for the glory of God and for the wellbeing of our fellow brethren all around us. >
May God continue to guide us all in our every actions and efforts in life, and may he
bless us all in out every endeavours and good works, now and always, evermore -
Amen!

L\ YAVAVAVYATAYA'

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (A)
Entrance Antiphon
Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are
my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your
name,

1st Reading Sirach 15:15-20 |
The Lord has not commanded anyone to be wicked. ‘
Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

’ 2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 2:6-10

) glory.

Acclamation
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have reveale
to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

’ Gospel Matthew 5:17-37

We speak God’s wisdom, which God decreed before the ages for our

You have heard what was said to those of ancient times; but I say to
you...

¥ Communion Antiphon
They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them;
they were not disappointed in what they craved.

p Lectionary Spirituality

Often people make excuses for their failings and negative behaviour.
They blame others - parents, society, heredity, and almost anything
else. Sirach rejects this and insists that God lays before us each day the
choice between good and evil, death and life - and we are free to
choose.

God certainly does not command us to be evil and always expects tha
b we will choose light and life, although sometimes, we do not. St. Paul

|
f
|

speaks of another wisdom we will not find in books or any earthly
knowledge.

This is the wisdom of God that is hidden from most people. It is
communicated to us through the Spirit, but to receive it, we must live in
Christ and be guided by the Spirit. This wisdom may sometimes be a
odds with the world because the world is unwilling to receive it.

Jesus did not cancel the Law but fulfilled it. In fact, he ‘raised the bar’ -
he expects even more from us than the Pharisees. He wants us to be
'super-righteous, not self-righteous, especially in mercy, compassion,r

jnd !'ustice.
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Announcements

. Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul.
Please donate big-heartedly to support our needy sisters and brothers. May the Lord
bless you abundantly for your kindness.
. This year Sacred Time of Lent is beginning on Wednesday, February 22nd. During all
Masses Ashes will be distributed. The schedule will be given later. Please remember
that Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. In
addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. We request our faithful
to devote themselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and reading the Sacred Scripture,
to service, giving alms and self-control through fasting.
. We have received very good response from the Groups to take the responsibility of
preparing the Sacred Liturgy during Lent and Easter Time and to meaningfully adorn
the premises of our Church and Presbytery. There are still a few important days and
Sundays left. The groups, who have not yet selected a day, please contact the Parish
Office at your earliest convenience.
. During the Lenten Time under the guidance of Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq, the Helping
Hands Group of our Parish along with the Members of the Legion of Mary will conduct
The Way of the Cross in different Buildings and Apartments of our Parish. The first
programme will be at Anthonian Blessings on Saturday, 25" February 2023 at
7:30pm.
. A renowned senior business owner in Karachi is seeking a dynamic male research
assistant to help them in their projects. This is a part-time role but can turn into a full-
time role later on. Interested candidates may contact Jeannine Coelho. For details,
please see the Church Notice Board.
. St. Patrick’s College of Education is offering admissions in Teachers Training Couse in
Science, Commerce and Arts Group. Only 30 seats are available. Admissions will be
given on First-come-first served basis. For details please see the Notice Board.
. The Helping Hands Group of our Parish wishes to thank the parishioners for their
support given to them last year. They were able to reach out to the poor and needy
people in the parish as well as other communities. With the ever increasing prices on
basic food items, they would like to start in the coming week with the Flour/Atta Drive
(5kgs Flour/Atta per family). Once again they look forward to your great generosity in
cash or kind.

Gratitude

Sunday Collection Rs. 41,580
Tuesday Collection Rs. 104,080

Next Sunday
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

1st Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Psalm 103:1-4, 8,10, 12-13

The Lord is kind and merciful.

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:16-23

All things belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
Acclamation

Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God.

Gospel Matthew 5:38-48

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
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