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My Dear Parishioners,

This Sunday, marks the last Sunday before the beginning of the season of Lent with
Ash Wednesday just this coming Wednesday, all of us are reminded to be holy and
loving, to be filled with all righteousness, virtues, goodness and justice so that we
may truly become worthy disciples, followers and children of our Lord and God.
Today’s First Reading focuses strongly on the love of one’s neighbour. It suffices to
note that it did not specify any condition our neighbour must meet before we could
love him. In order words, it has to be unconditional. In this reading, God tells us
the best way to achieve it: "Love your neighbour as yourself!”

The Psalmist tells us that: “The Lord is compassion and love...and rich in mercy”
Here, the Psalmist brings together three essential virtues love, compassion and
mercy. These are attributes of God.

In the Second Reading, St. Paul exalts the Corinthians and us. He advanced an
argument to help us live in love as one family. Hence, he reminds us that we are
God’s temple. That is the house of love. So, we should not destroy this temple
because it belongs to Jesus Christ.

In the Gospel, Jesus Christ continues his teaching and discourse on the commands
of God. He takes love to another dimension: “Love your enemies, and pray for those
who persecute you.” Honestly, this is hard teaching.

Jesus Christ gives us a new command. Being able to love irrespective of many
difficulties is a mark of a faithful Christian.

Jesus Christ preached love and generosity towards our enemies. Unfortunately, by
nature, we are vindictive. However, vindictiveness only corrupts our hearts and
grieves our spirit. We should emulate Jesus Christ, who prayed for his enemies:
“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23: 34). We
must be willing to leave retaliation in God’s hands. Jesus Christ did not threaten his
accusers. Instead, he showed them love, because love is the root of life. It is the
medicine that heals every heart.

Let us all therefore, embark on a new journey of faith, and renew our conviction to
remain faithful to God, as we are about to enter into the Time of Lent. Let us all
renew our conviction to love the Lord wholeheartedly once again, and with the
resolve to love one another most generously, forgiving those who have hurt or
pained us, and helping one another to grow ever stronger in faith.

May God bless us all and be with us always in our journey of faith and life, now and
forevermore - Amen!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - (A)
Entrance Antiphon
O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your
salvation. I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me.
15 Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
You shall love your neighbor as yourselr.
Psalm 103:1-4, 8,10, 12-13
The Lord is kind and merciful.
2"Y Reading 1 Corinthians 3:16-23
All things belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs
to God.
Acclamation
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God.
Gospel Matthew 5:38-48
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
Communion Antiphon
I will recount all your wonders, I will rejoice in you and be glad, and
sing psalms to your name, O Most High.

Lectionary Spirituality
Today's Gospel reading from the Sermon on the Mount divides neatly
into two sections. The first section comments on the saying, “eye for
an eye and tooth for a tooth.” The second section comments on the
saying, “Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.”
When Jesus says, “you have learnt”, He is referring to the teaching or
an interpretation of the Old Testament, the Word of God. But when
He continues, “I say to you”, He affirms that He has the authority to
amend the Word of God and preach a higher morality.
We may feel that Jesus is unrealistic, but if we go beyond His
examples and probe more deeply, we can deduce the general
principles. During His trial before the Sanhedrin, when a guard struck
Jesus on the cheek, He did not “turn the other cheek”. Instead, He
challenged the man for striking Him (Jn.18:22) when He had done no
wrong.
We may sum up His teaching and protest in a general principle:
“Rather be the victim of injustice than the perpetrator, but
nevertheless challenge injustice when you see it.”
Similarly, the second section teaches the virtue of tolerance, as does
Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat.
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Announcements

1. The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for their
generous contribution of Rs. 43,205 towards the second collection on February 11 & 12, 2023.

2. This Sacred Time of Lent is beginning on Wednesday, February 22nd. During all Masses Ashes
will be distributed. The schedule will be given later. Please remember that Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence. In addition, Fridays during Lent are
obligatory days of abstinence.

3. We request our Parishioners to use Lenten Time as an opportunity to renew and deepen your
relationship with Jesus Christ and to review the choices you make, so that you might live as
Jesus Christ has taught us.

4. During the Lenten Time under the guidance of Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq, the Legion of Mary will
conduct the Liturgy of the Word using ‘Update’” a publication of Catechetical Centre based on
Biblical Reflections in different Buildings and Apartments of our Parish. For details please
contact members of the Legion of Mary.

5. The Helping Hands Group of our Parish accompanied by Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq and The Legion
of Mary will conduct Night Prayer on Saturdays in the evening. On 25th February prayers will
be held at Anthonian Blessings, on March 4th at Anthonian Apartments and on 11th March at
One Eye Building. All services will be start at 7:45pm and end at Spm.

6. From Monday 27th February to Friday 3rd March, the Diocesan Priests of the Archdiocese of
Karachi, are gather together at the Monastery of the Angels for their Annual Retreat. Please
keep them in your prayer that God will bless them all with a fruitful retreat. Please note that
from coming Monday till Friday, there will be only Morning Mass in our Church. In the evening
Extraordinary Minister of the Holy Communion Mr. Louis Victor Fernandes will conduct the
Liturgy of the Word with the distribution of the Holy Communion.

7. The schedule for the Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services is ready. Please take a leaflet from
the Sacristy.

8. On Sunday 19th & 26th February a wide range of SAREES will be on sale after each Mass at
very affordable prices.

9. Please take an Earthenware for Lenten Alms with you, as you leave the Church from the Main
Entrance. Kindly, place it in your home in an area where it will be seen by everyone to remind
everyone that we ought to be doing something for the poor and the needy.

10. St. Patrick’s College of Education is offering admissions in Teachers Training Couse in
Science, Commerce and Arts Group. Only 30 seats are available. Admissions will be given on
First-come-first served basis. For details please see the Notice Board.

11. A renowned senior business owner in Karachi is seeking a dynamic male research assistant to
help them in their projects. This is a part-time role but can turn into a full-time role later on.
Interested candidates may contact Jeannine Coelho. For details, please see the Church Notice
Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 42,340
Tuesday Collection Rs. 86,585

Next Sunday

First Sunday of Lent
1% Reading Genesis 2:7-9, 16-18,25; 3:1-7
The creation and the sin of our first parents.
Psalm 51:1-4, 10-12,15
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
2"! Reading Romans 5:12-19
Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.
Acclamation
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus fasted forty days, and was put to the test.
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