


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,

This Sunday reminds us of the theme of calling and mission, which God has
called each and every one of us to do, in following him and entrusting ourselves
to him, to obey him and listen to his words.

In our First Reading today, we heard how God called a man named Abram from
the land of Ur in Mesopotamia, in the present day Iraq, to follow him. Abram
obeyed the Lord and listened to him, chose to depart from his homeland, which
he never saw again in his lifetime.

The Psalm is "Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you”, which
echoes the theme of trust heard in the First Reading. The Second Reading
reminds us that God is always present in our lives, giving us strength.

In our Gospel passage today, we heard the event of the Transfiguration of the
Lord, detailing the moment when the Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured before
three of his disciples - St. Peter, St. James and St. John, who went up to Mount
Tabor with him. There, they witnessed how the Lord revealed the glimpse of the
truth about his true nature, as the Divine Son of God, the Divine Word Incarnate
in the flesh, God himself, taking up our human nature and existence, coming
down into our midst and walking among us, so that through his coming, he may
reach out to us and embrace us truly, as his own.

Those three disciples obeyed and listened to the Lord, despite having initially
wanted to stay on that mountain with the Lord, in that blissful glory, with Moses
and Elijah. We must understand that this request as mentioned by St. Peter was
likely made because if they were to stay there in that blissful place, then they
could enjoy being there and away from the hardships of the struggles and trials
that they had to endure in following the path of the Lord. But God reminded all
of them to listen to his Son, and to follow him.

As we listened to this Sunday’s Scripture passages and reflect upon them, let us
all be truly touched by the Lord and be inspired by him and his own examples,
and also the examples of our holy predecessors, who had followed the Lord and
answered his call.

May God bless us all and guide us through this Time of Lent so that we may be
able to resist the many temptations all around us, and be ever more faithful and
better role models and inspirations in faith in all of our actions and deeds, i
throughout our lives - Amen! j

Arthur Charles
Parish Prii
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Second Sunday of Lent - (A) »

Entrance Antiphon -
. Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord, '.
. that I seek; hide not your face from me. .;

«' 1st Reading Genesis 12:1-4 >
. The calling of Abraham, father of the people of God. :
) Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20,22 -
; . 1
; Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. C

s 2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1:8-10 .
- God called us to be holy and gives us life and immortality through the
w gospel. ‘d
' Acclamation J
~. From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: This is my beloved ,* ,

Son, hear him. ”

.. Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 ‘
« Jesus’ face shone like the sun. -
"y Communion Antiphon .

'

~ This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him. |

p—

Lectionary Spirituality

.-n_' .

. Hearing the voice of God is only one-half of our faith journey. The |
© other half is obeying and following its direction and guidance. ,-'
* Abraham was commanded to leave everything that was familiar to =
him - homeland, friends, work — and strike out into the unknown. .
. He had to trust God completely, and if he did so, God would make ¢
. his descendants too numerous to count. Abraham would be a
. source of blessing for all the peoples of the earth. He is our father :‘,
© in faith because he believed in God and trusted God completely. *
+ When we are asked to step out of our comfort zones, God is with us -
. to bless us in our journey. We need only trust and obey. Some of '
 the Apostles encountered God in a new way on the mountaintop as
+, they witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus. But the experience was
not to dazzle or impress them, despite Peter’s insistence on building «
* a shrine on the spot. It was the voice of God speaking from the
cloud that bore the message for us: this is My Son, the Beloved,
*with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him! Jesus did not come to ",
be worshipped but to be listened to and followed.
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Announcements

1. We the Priests, thank all our Parishioners for remembering us and the Priests of the
Archdiocese of Karachi during the Annual Retreat. It was truly a spiritual experience. Of
course, you were part of our prayers.

2. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on March 11th
and 12th, 2023. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and
openhandedly.

3. During the Lenten Time under the guidance of Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq, the Legion of Mary
is conducting the Liturgy of the Word using ‘Update’ a publication of Catechetical Centre
based on Biblical Reflections in different Buildings and Apartments of our Parish. For
details please contact members of the Legion of Mary.

4. The Helping Hands Group of our Parish accompanied by Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq and The
Legion of Mary is conducting Night Prayer on Saturdays in the evening. On 11th March
prayers will be held at Mariam Apartments. It will start at 7:45pm and end at 9pm.

5. Please note this year the traditional 13 Tuesdays Novena to St. Anthony will start from
March 14, 2023.

6. The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally observed as Carias Sunday. This year it falls on
19" of March, 2023. All collection taken up on that Sunday and donations through the
envelopes, which are being distributed today, will be entrusted to our Archdiocesan
Caritas for various charitable works.

7. On Friday, 24™ March 2023 Rev. Fr. Irfan Wilson will give a talk on the Topic =& J_* at

7:30pm in the Parish Hall. On Saturday, March 25%, 2023 Rev. Fr. Mario Rodrigues,
Rector of St. Patrick’s School will give a talk on the theme: The Paradox of the Cross.
Session will be held at the Parish Hall at 7:30pm. All are welcome to participate in these
sessions.

8. During the month of March, on all Sundays [that is 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th] a wide range
of SAREES will be on sale after each Mass at very affordable prices.

9. Karachi Grammar School is looking for a nurse and receptionist to work at their College
Section Campus in Clifton from 7:30am to 3:30pm. All interested candidates please
contact Virginia Coelho. For details, please check the noticeboard.

10. We recommend for faithful to give non-perishable food items for the needy people of our

Parish.
Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 49,590
Tuesday Collection Rs. 88,100
Next Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent
1st Reading Exodus 17:3-7
Give us water to drink.
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7,9
If today you hear God'’s voice, harden not your hearts.
2nd Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.

Acclamation

Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; give me living water, that I may never thirst
again.

Gospel John 4:5-42

The water that I will give will become a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.
. s s S AL‘A
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