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Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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he Readings for Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday) focus on the stark contr
between the crowds love for Jesus Christ and then their act of abandonment.

praise. The Second Reading reminds us that Jesus Christ is Lord of all. And in the
'‘Gospel, we hear the narrative of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion and his willing sacrifice
for us.
~Foday’s celebration is full of symbols. The green palm is a symbol of peace: “"He
shall be the prince, and king of peace” (Isaiah 11: 1-9; 9:6). It also represen
yalty and restoration. The crowd symbolizes both praise and denial. This
ause, the same crowd singing “hosanna” today, soon will shout, “crucify him!'
inally, the donkey is symbolic of Christ’s humility: “...He is humble. He rides on
‘donkey, the foal of a beast of burden” (Zachariah 9: 9)
Todays Gospel is from the Passion Narrative of Jesus Christ. It could be divide
to three scenes: the arrest of Jesus Christ, his arraignment before Roman
authorities, and his suffering and death. It is a drama of both praise and betray
tarted like a comedy but seems to end like a tragedy.
Hence, the journey that started with praises (Hosanna, Hosanna), eventually ended
ith castigation (crucify him, crucify him). However, at both ends, God is still at’
. work and in control because: “We know that in all things, God works for the googg
’%se who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans"8

The humility that Jesus Christ demonstrated today is contrary to the arrogant
display of wealth and firm by today’s rulers and leaders. In spite of being God,
Jesus Christ humbly rode on the lowliest of beasts.

Passion Narrative of Jesus Christ is very crucial to our understanding of
fue nature of Jesus Christ. It presents us with the nature of Jesus Christ as a true
. He suffered and died like every other human being. Yet, this did not diminis
e fact that he is Lord and God.

- Through his Passion, he has become our role model, while his Cross has become
our symbol of hope and salvation. So, before seeing Jesus Christ as the glorio
ord of Easter, first, we must think of him as the wounded and crucified Christ.
ally, as we sing hosanna, hosanna today, let us ask God to keep us faithful ti
e sing the great Alleluia to the glory of the Risen Jesus Christ at Easter - Amen!
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Entrance Antiphon

Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is he who comes in the name of ©
the Lord.

PROCESSION WITH PALMS Matthew 21:1-11

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

1st Reading Isaiah 50:4-7 :
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord helped me, ‘
therefore I have not been disgraced.

i

Psalm 22:7-8, 16-19, 22-23
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? _
2nd Reading Philippians 2:6-11 ‘

Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.
Gospel Matthew 26:14 - 27:66
The Passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.
Communion Antiphon
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be !
done.

Lectionary Spirituality 4
As we enter into the celebration of the Holy Week, the Scripture texts help
us to remember and accompany Jesus in His last journey on earth. The
contemplation of this journey of His Passion and Death draws us closer to
Jesus in His suffering and pain that ended in the horror of the Cross! Yet
ultimately, we believe in His Resurrection! Phil 2: 6-11 is a significant New g
Testament passage. Meditating on this text leads us to the depth of Jesus’ ‘
Incarnation, His total obedience to the will of God that ended on the Cross.
We often cannot comprehend this altruistic love, but to be graced to
experience glimpses of this unconditional love of God in Jesus. The
essence of self-renunciation, utter humility and obedience unto death are
the supreme characteristics of the life of Jesus; thus, this must be the ‘
hallmark of our Christian Discipleship. Yet we often give in to our
selfishness and self-seeking glorification, which takes us away from our |
commitment to serving others with the Love of Christ in today’s world.
With Isaiah 50: 4-7, we allow these words to guide us as we begin each
day “... every morning, He makes me eager to hear what He is going to !
teach me....” (v.4) and "I embrace myself to endure all hardships because
the Lord has given me help.” (v.7) Together with the whole Church, we
are called to accompany Jesus this Holy Week in Jesus’ Passion, Death and
Resurrection on Easter Sunday!
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Announcements

. Please remember the timings of Masses and Services of the Holy Week and Easter and

take active part in them.

. PLEASE NOTE that blessed items are to be treated with respect and reverence and not

discarded. The Palm Branches which are blessed became a “sacramental,” which is an

object that is meant to draw us closer to God. These sacred signs bear a resemblance to
the sacraments (cf. Code of Canon Law 1171). Throwing them away overlooks their
sacred purpose and treats them like any other object we no longer need.

. We request you to please bring a good candle for Easter Vigil Mass. If you are artistic,

paint and decorate it as the Paschal Candle. After the Mass take it with you and use at

home during the Easter Time.

. There will be NO HOLY MASS at the Presbytery chapel on Easter Sunday Evening. ON

EASTER MONDAY in St. Anthony’s Church Mr. Louis Victor Fernandez will celebrate the

Liturgy of the Word with the Distribution of Holy Communion.

. On Sunday of Divine Mercy [that is on April 16] there will be a Special Holy Mass at the
Presbytery Chapel at 3 O’clock in the afternoon with the singing of Divine Mercy Chaplet.
Hence, THERE WILL BE NO Holy Mass in the evening.

6. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on April 15th
and 16th, 2023. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give joyfully and
generously.

7. We have been advised by Security Agencies to consider parking of Vehicles near the
Church and on the Footpaths on either side of the road to avoid any Security Risk. We are
working on different options together with the local Police. Once the plan is finalized, we
will look forward to your full support and cooperation.

8. Feeding the hungry never ceases to be important. We always need non-perishables food
items for needy. You can donate whatever you can, it will be greatly appreciated. Just
place them in the Boxes at the Main Entrance of the Church or give it at the Parish Office.

9. We will appreciate, if you could bring the Lent Collection ‘Earthenware’ which was given to
you at the beginning of the Lenten Time, during the Holy Week and deposit it in the Parish
Office.

10. We acknowledge wholeheartedly, the hard work of our Parish Groups for giving their
time to prepare everything excellently for the Lenten Time and Easter Celebrations. They
have spent many days and nights to decorated St. Anthony’s Church and Stella Maris
Church and the compounds. May the Lord bless them abundantly! Let us pray once Hail
Mary for them: HAIL MARY ...

11. The Parish Office will remain closed for public dealing on Easter Monday [that is on

April, 10™].

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 45,740
Tuesday Collection Rs. 111,375

Next Sunday

EASTER SUNDAY
1** Reading Acts 10:34, 36-43
We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
2" Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Seek the things that are above, where Christ is.
NOTE: The Sequence is sung on this day.
Gospel John 20:1-18
According to the scripture: Jesus must rise from the dead.
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