


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners, ) 3

The Readings for the 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) help us reflect on
the boundless mercy of God. The Divine Mercy Sunday reminds us that our God is
compassionate, forgiving and forbearing. His mercy is bigger than our sins and his
compassion larger than our faults.
The First Reading tells how the early Christian community lived in peace, sharing
with each other. The Psalm reminds us that God’s love is eternal. The Second
Reading speaks of having faith in the Resurrection. And in the Gospel Jesus Christ
shows mercy to St. Thomas, even in his doubts.
From the beginning of creation God showed his mercy and love by sending his son
Jesus Christ into the world to be our saviour. He showed the mercy and love of the
Father by dying on the cross for our salvation. When the time of his passion came
up, as he was arrested, the disciples run away and the courageous Peter who was
following at distance ended by denying him. They all went on hiding for fear of the
Jews. But, after our Lord resurrected from the dead everything changed. The Acts
of the Apostles report that they were united in a communal life, devoted to the
teachings of the Apostles, to the breaking of the bread and to prayer. The Eucharist °
and prayer, are the pillars on which the life of the Church is founded.
From the Gospel we learn that faith is not believing without proof, but trusting \
without reservation. Proof deals with material things; while trust belongs to the
order of confidence. Trust is justified on the basis of conviction that I am not wrong
by trusting the word of the testimony given to me.
That is what lacked in St. Thomas as we heard in today’s Gospel. He wanted to see
before believing. He did not trust the testimony of his friends who told him they
have seen the risen Lord. For St. Thomas faith should be proven by facts in order to
be credible. The testimony given by his friends did not have for him the value of
truth unless he experienced the truth himself. And yet, the Resurrection of Jesus,
which is the foundation of our faith, does not belong to the realm of proof, as
people do with scientific facts.
That is why the reproach of Jesus to Thomas, “"do not be unbelieving, but believe”,
is a warning to each of us. Faith can never be based on what one sees, but in the

» acceptance of the testimony of the first eyewitnesses of our Lord’s life, death and
resurrection.

§, Divine Mercy Sunday reminds us that God's love is all-embracing, unconditional and
sacrificial. We are invited to avail ourselves of this love, to sustain ourselves by it.

& Only on the strength of Divine Mercy can we live a fuller Christian life and become
the instruments of God'’s love. Let us open our hearts to the gift of faith - Amen!

Arthur Charles ‘
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Second Sunday of Easter [Divine Mercy Sunday] - (A)

Entrance Antiphon
Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that
in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

15t Reading Acts 2:42-47

All who believed were together and had all things in common.

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

Give thanks, for the Lord is good, God’s love is everlasting.

2"! Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9 |
God has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Gospel John 20:19-31

A week later Jesus came and stood among them.

Communion Antiphon

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be
unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

Lectionary Spirituality

In the Acts of the Apostles, St Luke gives us fascinating insights into th
young Christian community. Three thousand accepted Peter’s messag
on the Day of Pentecost and were baptised - Acts 2:41.

He says, “the whole community remained faithful to the Apostles’ .
teaching, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the
prayers” (Acts 2:42).

As to the brotherhood or fellowship (in Greek- koinonia), “the faithful al
lived together and owned everything in common” (v 44) and wer
mindful of the needs of each one (v 45). They also saw themselves a
“a body” going daily to the Temple, meeting and eating in homes,
sharing their food “gladly and generously”, and praising God (vv 46-47).
Furthermore, God undergirded and confirmed the Apostles’ outreach
through the "many miracles and signs” worked through them (v 43).
What were the results of the witness of the Apostles and the young
Christian community? The community at large was deeply impressed (
43); the Christians were “looked up to by everyone” (v 47); and th
Lord added more to their community! (v 47).

As we read and ponder on all these words, we will embrace the
challenge to be life-long learners of the Word of God; to be generous

an others’ needs; to take time together with others, to
;- / A% 4.
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Announcements
1.Today, a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St.
Vincent de Paul. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give
joyfully and generously.

2. We will appreciate, if you could bring the Lent Collection ‘Earthenware’
which was given to you at the beginning of the Lenten Time and deposit
it in the Parish Office.

. Soon we will be starting the Traditional Easter House Blessing. Since the
whole Parish has to be covered, therefore, kindly wait for your turn.

. Parish Registration is recommended for all individual persons and
families who come under the Territorial Jurisdiction [that is Parish
Boundary]. They are expected to worship regularly and participate
actively in the life of our parish. They must also share their time, talents
and treasure. Registration is necessary for receiving Sacraments, like
Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Funerals, as well as for the issuing of
Parish Letters and Certificates.

. 5.From Sunday 16" April onwards a wide range of SAREES will be on sale .

after each Morning Mass at very affordable prices.

\ 6. Goinkars” Own Academy is presenting Easter Ball. It will be held at‘

!

' Beach Luxury Hotel on Sunday, 23™ April, 2023. For details, please see
the Church Notice Board.
7.5St. Joseph’s College for Women is offering admissions in Intermediate
and Associate Degrees. Intermediate includes: Pre-Medical, Pre-
Engineering, Computer Science, Commerce & Humanities and Associate
Degree includes: Arts, Commerce and Science. Admission Forms will be
' available from the College on 5" and 6" of May 2023.
8. Feeding the hungry never ceases to be important. We always need non-
perishables food items for needy. You can donate whatever you can, it
' will be greatly appreciated. Just place them in the Boxes at the Main
Entrance of the Church or give it at the Parish Office.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 81,250
Tuesday Collection Rs. 89,645

. Next Sunday
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
¥ 1t Reading Acts 2:14, 22b-28
It was impossible for Christ to be held in the power of death.
¥ Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11
Lord, you will show us the path of life.
2"! Reading 1 Peter 1:17-21
You were ransomed by the precious blood of Christ, the Lamb without defect or blemish.
Gospel Luke 24:13-35 \
The disciples recﬁizéd the Lord ._wh..gn he broke bread wr‘th‘ W .
a i "
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