


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,

Today is the sixth Sunday of Easter. As we approach the feast of Pentecost, the
Church invites us to celebrate the coming of the Advocate. She calls us to celebrate
the Spirit of truth, which strengthens us in the proclamation of the good news. The
message we bear is not false. Instead, it comes from the Advocate.

The readings remind us that God is always with us and always caring for us, no
matter where we are or what the circumstance. The First Reading tells of how St.
Peter and St. John went from Jerusalem to Samaria to pray with the people there
and call down the Holy Spirit on them. The Psalm is our response to God’s loving
care for us. The Second Reading tells us that Jesus Christ suffered for all of us,
righteous and sinners alike. And in the Gospel, Jesus Christ tells us that he has not
abandoned us. He has sent the Holy Spirit to be with us always.

We see a continuation of the efforts of the disciples of Jesus Christ to bear
testimony to the Risen Lord. Through their efforts, the Samaritans received their
Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. St. Peter performed his episcopal
function on this day by laying hands upon the new converts.

St. Peter encouraged us to have reverence for Jesus Christ. Also, he admonished us
to treat others with respect, even those who despise the Gospel we preach. Hence,
he reminds us of the animating power of the Holy Spirit even in the life of Jesus
Christ: “In the body, he was put to death; in the spirit, he was raised to life.” The
same spirit that raised Jesus Christ sustains us in the truth. This means that once
the Spirit of God comes upon us, we become active for Christ because: " What gives
life is the spirit of God (John 6, 63).

As we are a couple of weeks from Pentecost, Jesus Christ promises us the Holy
Spirit, the Advocate in today’s Gospel. However, he gives a condition for receiving
the Advocate: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” When we do this,
he adds: “I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with
you forever, that spirit of truth...I will not leave you, orphans.”

What is this commandment that we must keep receiving the Spirit of truth? It is:
“Go into the whole world and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16: 15).
It is also a command to love both God and our neighbour (Luke 10, 25-27). When
we do these, we are certainly preaching the good news of truth. The advocate will
come to strengthen us in the way of truth. He will also come to confirm that,
indeed, we are sons and daughters of God. So, let us pray: Come, O Holy Spirit, and
renew the face of the earth, alleluia - Amen!

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest




Sixth Sunday of Easter - (A)

Entrance Antiphon
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of
the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

15* Reading Acts 8:5 -8, 14 - 17

Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.

Psalm 66:1-7, 16,20

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. OR: Alleluia! (Two or three
times)

2"? Reading 1 Peter 3:15 - 18

Christ was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.
Gospel Acclamation

All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them.

Gospel John 14:15-21

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate.

Communion Antiphon

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I will
ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to abide with
you for ever, alleluia.

Lectionary Spirituality

The first reading describes the missionary work of the apostle Philip. Although
expelled from Jerusalem, he moved on to preach the Word in the city of Samaria.
Historically, Samaritans were descendants of Israelites and foreigners living in
Israel after most people were exiled. Therefore, the Jews despised the Samaritans
as people of "mixed” or “unclean blood”. In Samaria, however, Philip drew crowds
through his proclamation of the Messiah. When the Apostles in Jerusalem heard
that the Samaritans had received the Word of God, they sent Peter and John there.
While Peter and John were praying, the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit. The
manifestation of the Holy Spirit upon the Samaritans was a sign that God was
confirming the work of Philip, who, although rejected by his own people, had
reached out to the Samaritans and non-Jews. It is important to note that Philip did
not allow the persecution he experienced in Jerusalem to deter him from carrying
out the mission entrusted by Jesus. These days, persecution and restrictions
against Christians are increasing in many parts of the world. Some of these are
taking place at our own doorsteps. Do the persecutions challenge and restrict us to
‘keep silent or avoid these issues’? After all, as stated in the second reading, why
should we fear if we have a clear conscience about what we are doing.
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Announcements

1. Today a Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. It is used for
needy people of our Parish.

2. We wish Happy Mother’s Day to all our Mothers - those with us, those who cannot be with us
physically and those that have gone before us to the eternal realm!!! The Parish is offering you
SOUVENIRS sponsored by Ms Cressella D'Cruze and Mr Perviaz Gill. We sincerely thank them for
their generosity. If anyone wishes to sponsor Father’s Day Saviours, please contact the Parish
Office.

3. On Sunday, 28th May, 2023 the Archdiocese of Karachi is launching its Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations as Juridical Entity after its separation from Bombay Archdiocese. The Programmes for
the whole year are already planned. A 3-days Programme in preparation for the Official Opening is
as follows:

Thursday, 25" May 2023 - The Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
and in all the Parish Churches from 8-9:30pm

Friday, 26" May 2023 - Praise and Worship [Hymns in Different Languages] at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral from 8-10pm.

Saturday, 27" May 2023 - Pentecost Vigil Service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral from 8pm to 12am.

We highly request our faithful to take active part in these Spiritual and Catechetical Programmes.
Please Note: The Solemn Mass of the Inauguration of the Jubilee Year will be held on 28" May
[Pentecost Sunday] at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the evening at 6 O’clock. Those who wish to avail
transport facility kindly give your names to your Group Leaders, Catechists or in the Parish Office.
For further information please contact Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq.

4. The Traditional Easter House Blessing going on. Kindly see the timetable posted at various place in
the Church Compound.

5. We will be grateful to our faithful who can get from their respective Companies various Products
and In-kind gifts for the Mela and Advertisements for the Mela-Brochure. If you need to obtain a
Request Letter, please contact Mr. Peter Mendes or the Parish Office.

6. In support of the Parish Annual Meal, the Members of Legion of Mary are putting a stall of eatables
and Sarees after each Morning Mass. Please extend your cooperation.

7. Archdiocese of Karachi is arranging its Annual Vocation Discernment Programme from 1 July to
3™ July 2023. It will be held at St. Pius X Seminary, Karachi. Those candidates who have
completed their Matric OR ‘0O’ Levels, belong to good Catholic families and are actively involved in
the Parish Life, moreover, who are interested in Spiritual Matters and have sincere desire to join
the priesthood may contact the Parish Office.

8. St. Patrick’s Technical School is offering Admission in Classes V to IX for the Academic Year 2023 -
2024 in the Morning Shift. As well as, in Diploma of Associate Engineering (D.A.E). For details see
the Church Notice Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 44,270
Tuesday Collection Rs. 92,280

Next Sunday
ASCENSION OF THE LORD

15 Reading Acts 1:1-11
As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.
Psalm 47:1-2, 5-8

God mounts the throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. OR: Alleluia! (Two
or three times)

2"? Reading Ephesians 1:17-23

God raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand.

Gospel Acclamation

Go and teach all people my gospel; I am with you always, until the end of the world.

Gospel Matthew 28:16-20

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
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