


Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions speak. St. Anthony of Padua
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My Dear Parishioners,
Today the whole Church celebrates the occasion of the Solemnity of the Ascension
of the Lord. The readings describe the Ascension of the Lord Jesus into his Heavenly
glory after promising to send the Holy Spirit to the Apostles as the source of
Heavenly power and commanding them to bear witness to him through their lives
and preaching throughout the world.
The First Reading, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, presents the scene of Jesus’ |
Ascension, the promise of the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ’s instructions to the Apostles
to wait in Jerusalem for the Power from above, and missionary command to the
Apostles to bear witness to him. The Responsorial Psalm suggests that, by his
Ascension, the risen Lord “"mounts his throne” in glory. In the Second Reading, St.
Paul teaches us that God revealed his might in the Resurrection and Ascension of
Jesus Christ and in exalting him over all angelic forces. Today’s Gospel tells us that,
with his return to the Father, Jesus Christ completes his mission on earth. But just
before his Ascension, Jesus Christ entrusted to the disciples the mission of
preaching the Good News and evangelizing the whole world by bearing witness to
him through their lives.
This great Feast tells us that we need to be proclaimers and evangelizers: To be a
Christian is to be a proclaimer and an evangelizer. There is a difference between
preaching and proclaiming. We preach with words, but we proclaim with our lives.
Let us ask the guidance of the Spirit of God to bear witness to Jesus by our
transparent Christian lives. !
Furthermore, we learn that we have a teaching mission: Jesus Christ taught us
lessons of Faith, Hope, Love, Forgiveness, Mercy, and Salvation by his life and his |
preaching and gave us the same mission for our brothers and sisters. Hence, let us |
learn about Jesus and his teachings through our daily study of the Holy Bible and
the teachings of the Church, experience Jesus Christ in personal prayer, our
reception of the Sacraments and our works of charity, and convey to others Christ
Jesus whom we experience with the help of the Holy Spirit. [
We need Christ Jesus as our source of strength and encouragement in doing his
will: We will be able to overcome doubts about our Faith, as well as baseless fears,
anxieties, and worries, by meditating on Christ Jesus’ Ascension and the lesson it
teaches - that we, too, are called to share his glory in Heaven.
May the Lord, ascended in glory onto His Throne in Heaven, most excellent and
almighty, continue to guide us all His Church and all of us his beloved ones, in our |
path and way of life so that we may truly be the inspirational and worthy beacons :]
of His light, truth and love - Amen! |.
Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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Ascension of the Lord - (A)
Entrance Antiphon
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom
you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go,
alleluia.

1st Reading Acts 1:1-11
As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.
Psalm 47:1-2, 5-8

God mounts the throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the
Lord. OR: Alleluia! (Two or three times)
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:17-23
God raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand.
Gospel Acclamation
Go and teach all people my gospel; I am with you always, until the
end of the world.
Gospel Matthew 28:16-20
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Communion Antiphon
Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia.
Lectionary Spirituality
The passage in Acts describes Luke writing to Theophilus, his benefactor,
explaining that Jesus had prepared the Apostles for their mission by teaching
them during His lifetime. Jesus also appeared to them after His Resurrection
and showed them signs that He had risen. Also, Jesus instructs His disciples
not to waste their time trying to know the times of the end. They should
have, instead, focused on the power of the Spirit and used this power to give
witness to Jesus till the ends of the earth. Then, Luke mentions that the
disciples saw Jesus lifted up to heaven. The Gospel passage summarises
Jesus’ commission to the disciples before His Ascension into heaven. Firstly,
that supreme and universal authority has been given to Jesus by His
heavenly Father. Therefore, Jesus far surpasses every other human being
and deserves all the exalted titles given to Him. Secondly, the disciples are
to share their discipleship with all people and to hand on Jesus’ teaching to
them. Thirdly, Jesus promises His continuing presence with the present and
future disciples in the Holy Spirit, who will guide and protect the Church until
the end. In the letter to the Ephesians, Saint Paul points out that God raised
Jesus from the dead and seated Him at God’s right hand in heaven.
Therefore, now Christ reigns over all the cosmic forces and has a name
exalted above all others. God has placed all things in Christ’s control and
made Him the head of the Church, His body.
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Announcements

The members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for their
generous contribution of Rs. 51,595 towards the second collection on May 13 & 14, 2023.

On Sunday, 28th May, 2023 the Archdiocese of Karachi is launching its Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations as Juridical Entity after its separation from Bombay Archdiocese. The
Programmes for the whole year are already planned. A 3-days Programme in preparation for
the Official Opening is as follows:

Thursday, 25" May 2023 - The Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral and in all the Parish Churches from 8-9:30pm

Friday, 26'™ May 2023 - Praise and Worship Different Languages] at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
from 8-10pm. [Our Choirs are requested to prepare Hymns in English, Urdu, Punjabi, Konkani,
Tamil, Tagalog and Korean]

Saturday, 27'" May 2023 - Pentecost Vigil Service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral from 8pm to
12am.

Please Note: The Solemn Mass of the Inauguration of the Jubilee Year will be held on 28"
May [Pentecost Sunday] at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the evening at 5 O’clock. Those who wish
to avail transport facility kindly give your names to your Group Leaders, Catechists or in the
Parish Office. For further information please contact Fr. Benjamin Mushtaq.

. There will be NO MASS on 28" May [Pentecost Sunday] at Presbytery Chapel.
. Archdiocese of Karachi is arranging its Annual Vocation Discernment Programme from 1% June

to 3 June 2023. It will be held at St. Pius X Seminary, Karachi. Those candidates who have
completed their Matric OR 'O’ Levels, belong to good Catholic families and are actively
involved in the Parish Life, moreover, who are interested in Spiritual Matters and have sincere
desire to join the priesthood may contact the Parish Office.

. A-Team of our Parish is organizing Summer Camp for children. The Opening Ceremony will

take place on Saturday, 3™ June 2023 after the evening Mass.

. St. Patrick’s Parish is extending an invitation to Honour Parents entitled: Generation of Love.

The programme will take place on the grounds of St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday, 17
June 2023 at 7pm. For details please see the Church Notice Board.

. St. Patrick’s Technical School is offering Admission in Classes V to IX for the Academic Year

2023 -2024 in the Morning Shift. As well as, in Diploma of Associate Engineering (D.A.E). For
details see the Church Notice Board.

. Admissions are available at St. Patrick’s College for Intermediate Classes in Science,

Commerce and Humanities Groups. The College is offering 200 Seats for Christians Students.
Scholarships are also available. For details, please see the Church Notice Board.

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 39,830
Tuesday Collection Rs. 95,230

Next Sunday

PENTECOST SUNDAY
1st Reading Acts 2:1-11
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages.
Psalm 104:1,24, 29 - 31, 34
Lord send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. OR: Alleluia! (Two or three
times)
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.

Gospel Acclamation

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Gospel John 20:19-23

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. . .. .
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