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My Dear Parishioners,
. Today’s readings remind us of the challenges, difficulties, and even the
- persecutions we may encounter when following God’s call. The First Reading from
Prophet Jeremiah portrays the challenges and opposition that the prophet faced in
fulfilling his calling. Despite the persecution, Prophet Jeremiah remained steadfast
in his faith and trust in God. This theme encourages believers to persevere in their
~ faith, even when confronted with adversity or opposition. Prophet Jeremiah
. exemplifies unwavering trust in God’s faithfulness and protection, recognizing God
" as a “dread warrior.” This emphasizes reliance on God’s strength during difficulties.
The Psalm expresses hope that God will hear our prayers in times of distress. The
Second Reading delves into the concept of redemption and salvation. It discusses
how sin entered the world through Adam, leading to death and separation from
God. However, through the gift of Jesus Christ, redemption is offered, and believers
' can be reconciled with God. This theme emphasizes the transformative power of
Christ’s sacrifice and the opportunity for new life and salvation.
The Gospel reading from St. Matthew addresses fear and courage in the context of
proclaiming the message of Christ. Jesus reassures his disciples not to fear those
who oppose them but to trust in God’s providence and protection. This theme

I
@ encourages believers to overcome fear and rely on the courage that comes from
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. faith in God. The Gospel reading further emphasizes the value that God places on
each individual. Jesus Christ affirms that God’s care extends even to the smallest
details his creation. This theme reminds believers of their worth in God’s eyes and
reassures them of His intimate knowledge and care for them. The challenge of
today’'s Gospel may seem remote from the experience of Christians in some

_ societies today. It has a far greater immediacy for the growing number of believers
who have to live out their commitment as a minority in a surrounding sea of
fundamentalism and intolerance. Like the prophet Jeremiah they can only say to
the Lord, 'My cause is with you'. The challenge for Christians not currently living in
such situations will be to question a far too easy symbiosis between discipleship
and surrounding cultural mores.

. As we embark upon a new week, may we carry these powerful messages in our
hearts! Let us face whatever challenges that lie ahead with unwavering faith and
trust, knowing that we are never alone. The journey may not always be easy, but
we can rest assured that the God who created us, redeemed us, and sanctifies us
daily will empower us to overcome every obstacle - therefore, do not be afraid -
Amen!

(5l ]

Arthur Charles
Parish Priest
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - (A)

Entrance Antiphon

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he
has anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and
govern them for ever.

1%t Reading Jeremiah 20:7, 10 -13

The Lord has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of
evildoers.

Psalm 69:7-9, 13,16, 32-33, 35,36
Lord, in your great love, answer me.
2"Y Reading Romans 5:12-15

The free gift is not like the trespass.

Gospel Acclamation

The Spirit of truth will bear witness to me, says the Lord, and you
also will be my witnesses.

Gospel Matthew 10:26-33

Do not fear those who kill the body.

Communion Antiphon

The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them their food in due
season.

Lectionary Spirituality

The prophet Jeremiah is known as the “weeping prophet”. In the first reading,
Jeremiah is shown to be in a state of despair. He had accused God of seducing
him into accepting a mission that brings only derision and reproach from the
people. Till now, God's Word has only brought him denunciations, the loss of
friends and the threat of death. He has even contemplated abandoning his
office of prophet. Despite all these, Jeremiah knows that God is with him and
his enemies will not be victorious. The day’s psalm highlights the plight of one
who suffers for the Lord. He is exhausted, alienated from his friends and family
and misunderstood by others. Yet, these challenges the psalmist expresses
bring hope in God and he makes a vow to praise Him to the end. His suffering
for the Lord and his hope of vindication by his attentive and faithful God gives
hope to all who serve the Lord. In His message, Jesus is shown to encourage
His disciples to remain fearless in the face of opposition and persecution. Each
saying of Jesus begins with "Do not be afraid” and challenges the fears that
would cause the disciples to abandon their mission. In all, the three sayings of
Jesus assure the disciple of the inevitability of the coming of God’'s kingdom.
Jesus’ witness to it, God's care for the disciples of Jesus, and the final
judgement before God, which will be based on the disciples’ faithfulness to
Jesus during the conflicts that are part of their mission.
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Announcements

1. Rev. Fr. Arthur Charles, Parish Priest and the priests of the parish, would like
to extend their utmost gratitude to every Member of the Mela Organizing
Committee for the hard work demonstrated pre and post Food & Fun Fair
2023. Our heartfelt appreciations and recognition goes to Mr. Peter Mendes
who as the Head of the Mela Committee showed his relentless efforts to
make this Mela an historic event. He has set new trends and has created
many new records in the history of St. Anthony’s Parish Melas. May God our
heavenly Father continue to bless him and all of you!

2. On Saturday 1°* July 2023 devotion to Our Lady of Vailankanni will be held at
Stella Maris Church. It will start at 5:45pm with the recitation of the Holy
Rosary and celebration of the Holy Mass followed by Benediction.

3. On Friday, 7' July, 2023 at 5:00pm there will be Holy Hour, Benediction and
Novena Prayers in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ followed by
Holy Mass.

4. A Second Collection will be taken for the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul on
July 8" and 9", 2023. It is used for needy people of our Parish. Kindly give
joyfully and big-heartedly.

5. St. Patrick’s High School is pleased to announce admissions for A-levels.
Scholarships for hardworking and deserving students are available. For
details please visit the A-levels Office or the School Website.

6. We request our parishioners to help and serve the poor and needy with basic
necessities of food. You may offer your support either in cash or in kind by
donating basic essentials preferably rice, lentils, tea, milk powder and
cooking oil. These items can be offered during all Masses or you can put
them in Boxes kept outside the main Entrance of the Church. We thank you
in advance for your generosity.

Gratitude

Sunday Collection Rs. 42,530
Tuesday Collection Rs. 90,360

Next Sunday
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1st Reading 2 Kings 4:8-12, 14-17

This man is a holy man of God. He can stay here whenever he comes to us.

Psalm 89:1-2, 15-16-18

For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

2" Reading Romans 6:3-4, 8-11

We have been buried with Christ Jesus by baptism into death, so we too might walk in
newness of life.

Gospel Acclamation

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people. Praise God who called you out of
darkness and into his marvellous light.

Gospel Matthew 10:37-42

Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever welcomes
you welcomes me.
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