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My Dear Parishioners,
In today’s Gospel Jesus Christ tells the Parable of the Sower to the crowd. He was
clearly concerned about how people are being affected and how they regard
Scriptures. Jesus Christ mentioned at least four situations using the fate of the seed
after a sower sowed them. The growth of the seed depends so much where it is
sown. If it lands on path, rocky ground, or among the thorns, it will either not grow
at all or will not reach its full growth or potential. In the same way, the Word of
God, if not accepted well and lived, it will not benefit us. Words may be underrated
as to their effectivity compared to actions, but they are, nevertheless, effective and
useful when understood and lived.
How many times have we read something, heard speeches, listened to a homily and
we were so touched we took them with us? We are always fascinated and moved by
great words, quotable quotes, and wise sayings. Jesus Christ was an expert on that.
He used parable and actual human experiences to drive home his points. But how
many times, too, have we forgotten them and act as if we had never heard those
words of wisdom and teachings before? Christ Jesus was right in reminding us that
we shift to be a path, rocky ground, or a thorn, rather than a good soil to his Words.
Jesus Christ words were meant to last. They were not only meant for a particular
situation in our lives or for our convenience. His words were meant to be lived
always. His words should be our way of life.
Maybe we can learn from how we treasure and preserve things and ideas in our
lives. Nowadays, when we see something as important, like an idea, we file them,
review them, and relive them. On social media, we post them whenever they are
relevant or when we are again inspired by them. We do not let them be forgotten or
lost. When we constantly remember them, utter them, and make them real in our
lives, we absorb them and make them our way of life. When that happens, the
Word, like a seed in good soil, grows and bear fruit.
We should not be like some of those who post beautiful words but do not live them.
We can even doubt whether their purpose was to share a good idea for others to
benefit from.
The Word of God is meant to guide us in this life so we can journey towards the
Kingdom. They are not easy to understand, much more to be lived. Yet, we need to
hear, understand, live, and share it in order for us to be truly worthy of them. Much
more, we need to let others benefit from it to. This last is the limitation of the soil.
The message goes beyond the parable.
May God help us grow and mature in our faith through His life-giving word we hear
daily - Amen!

Arthur Charles

Parish Priest



Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - (A)
Entrance Antiphon
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I shall be filled with the
vision of your glory.
1% Reading Isaiah 55:10-11
The rain makes the earth bring forth and sprout.
Psalm 65:9-13 ‘
Your word, O Lord, brings forth life.
2" Reading Romans 8:18-23
Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God.
Gospel Acclamation
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; all who come to him
will live for ever.
Gospel Matthew 13:1-23
Listen: A sower went out to sow.
Communion Antiphon
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young: by
your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they

who dwell in your house, for ever singing your praise.

Lectionary Spirituality f
The Gospel reading presents us with the Parable of the Sower, who went out to
sow. Where did the seeds land? At different places. Some were “on the edge of
the path” (v 4); others “on patches of rock” (v 5), “thorns” (v 7) and “rich soil”
(v 8). What do the seeds represent? They represent the Word of God. What do
the different soils represent? They represent how the Word of God is heard and
understood. We have heard the Word of God at different times, from different
people, and through different media. How the Word of God is ‘heard’ and
' understood determines its fruitfulness. If we hear the Word of God “without
understanding”, then it can be hijacked by the evil one, who “comes and carries
off what was sown” (v 19). If we hear the Word of God as those who are
superficial and without roots, then our trials and persecutions will overwhelm
us, and we will "not last” and will fall away (v 21). If we hear the Word of God
but constantly allow “the worries of this world and the lure of riches” to choke
the Word of God in our lives, then we produce “nothing” (v 22). However, if we
hear the Word of God and understand it, then the Word of God in our lives will
produce a harvest as much as 100-fold, or at least 30-fold (v 23). Let us reflect
- on the times the Word of God in our lives landed “on the edge of the path”, on
“patches of rock”, among “thorns”, and in “rich soil”. What were the obstacles
that impeded our understanding? What were the pathways that opened our
horizon?
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Announcements

. The Members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul sincerely thank the parishioners for
their generous contribution of Rs. 37,720 towards the second collection on July 8 & 9,
223.

. Parish Registration is recommended for all individual persons and families who come
under the Territorial Jurisdiction [that is Parish Boundary]. They are expected to worship
regularly and participate actively in the life of our parish. They must also share their time,
talents and treasure. Registration is necessary for receiving Sacraments, like Baptism,
Confirmation, Marriage, Funerals, as well as for the issuing of Parish Letters and
Certificates.

. A laudable Catholic custom is to have a Mass said for a specific intention. All Masses, of
course, are offered to the glory of God and for the salvation of the whole world, but often
there is also a specific intention; here in the Parish the intentions are announced before
each Mass. Sometimes there are some unfamiliar names, if you notice that the name is
not correctly pronounced, we request you to please give us your understanding! It is
customary, when requesting a Mass, to make an offering as a way of being especially
associated with that Mass. The usual suggested donation is Rs 50. Please never feel that
you cannot have a Mass said for your intentions due to lack of funds.

. If you are thinking of getting married at least 6 months' notice must be given. This will
enable the couple's preparation and the necessary paper work to be completed.

. St. Joseph’s College for Women is offering Admissions in Intermediate [which
includes:Pre-Medical, Pre-Engineering, Computer Science, Commerce & Humanities] and
Associate Degree Programmes [which includes: Arts, Commerce & Science]. The
Admission Form are available from the College till August 2023.

. We request our parishioners to keep on providing non-perishable food items for the needy
people of our Parish. We thank you for your cooperation!

Gratitude
Sunday Collection Rs. 44,150
Tuesday Collection Rs. 103,140

Next Sunday

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1% Reading Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
You have filled your children with good hope, because you give

repentance for sins.

Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16

Lord, you are good and forgiving.

2" Reading Romans 8:26-27
The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.

Gospel Acclamation
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed

to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

Gospel Matthew 13:24-43
Let both of them grow together until the harvest.
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